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We Have Been Rescued                                                       Dec 9, 2018 
Luke 1:67-79  
 
INTRODUCTION: Today, we will look at a passage of scripture that is 
known as “Benedictus”, because in the Latin, that is the first word.  It is 
the song of Zechariah following the birth of his son John, who would 
become the Baptizer.  
BACKGROUND: 

● Zechariah was a priest, and was selected to go into the 
sanctuary to burn incense. 

● Elizabeth, his wife, was a relative of Mary, whom Mary visited 
while pregnant. 

● In the sanctuary, Gabriel told him that his wife would conceive 
and the son was to be named John. 

● Because of his disbelief, Zechariah was mute until the baby 
was circumcised. He could only speak after declaring “His 
name is John”. 

● In his reverence, he said the words of this passage. 
 

1. GOD HAS REDEEMED US (1:67-69) 
a. (1:67)  Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and prophesied: 
i. Even though his own son was just born, Zechariah’s 

prophecy was primarily about Jesus. 
ii. He knew that his son’s importance paled in comparison to 

the One he would proclaim. 
b. (1:68)  Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has 

visited and provided redemption for His people. 



 

i. Visited: To look upon in order to help or benefit. God was 
present in a way not experienced in a very long time. 

ii. Redemption: Properly, payment of the full ransom price to 
free a slave. 

1. It would still be 33 years before Jesus would die to 
pay for our sins. 

iii. His people: The people of the Lord. 
c. (1:69)  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house 

of His servant David. 
i. Horn: a symbol of power. Also used in Ps. 18:2 
ii. House of His servant David 

1. (2 Sam 7:16)  Your throne will be established forever. 
2. (Isa. 11:1)  Then a shoot will grown from the stump of 

Jesse 
3. (Jer. 23:5)  The days are coming--this is the Lord’s 

declaration--when I will raise up a Righteous Branch 
of David. 

4. Matthew 1 demonstrates how this is fulfilled. 
d. Zechariah recognized that the Messiah had come, and that his 

son John was to be the messenger to proclaim Him.  He also 
points out that this is the fulfillment of 700 years of promise. 

2. GOD HAS KEPT HIS PROMISE (1:70-73) 
a. (1:70)  Just as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets in 

ancient times. 
i. God is never late in keeping His promise. 

b. (1:71)  Salvation from our enemies and from the clutches of 
those who hate us. 
i. Zechariah is probably thinking that Israel is about to be 

released from Roman rule, but this is not the case. 



 

ii. However, we do receive salvation from an enemy who 
hates us! 

c. (1:72)  He has dealt mercifully with our fathers and 
remembered His holy covenant--the oath that He swore to our 
father Abraham. 
i. The Abrahamic covenant: Genesis 12. 
ii. It is not as though God has forgotten and then 

remembered.  This was now the right time to send the 
Messiah! 

d. So, God has sent His Messiah, the long-expected Jesus, to 
redeem His people.  Here’s the thing.  He actually has a 
purpose in saving us! 

3. GOD HAS A PURPOSE IN OUR SALVATION (1:73-75) 
a. (1:73-75)  He has given us the privilege, since we have been 

rescued from our enemies’ clutches, to serve Him without fear 
in holiness and righteousness in His presence all our days. 
i. Privilege: (That He would grant to us, KJV).  He allows us 

the privilege of serving Him.  We have been rescued from 
our slavery to sin, and given the privilege of serving the 
Lord. 

ii. Without fear [aphobos, Strong’s 870]:  Because no matter 
what an enemy may do to us, we are secure in Him. 

iii. Holiness: What God Himself sanctions. 
iv. Righteousness:  Judicial approval.  We cannot earn this! 

b. God has saved us and declared us holy and righteous so that 
we may have the privilege of serving Him. People will not know 
this, though, unless they are told.  So, God provides a 
messenger. 

4. GOD PROVIDES A MESSENGER (1:76-79) 



 

a. (1:76)  And child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His ways,  
i. Zechariah is now speaking to his 8 day old son, John. 
ii. (Malachi 3:1)  “See, I am going to send My messenger, and 

he will clear the way before Me.  Then the Lord you seek 
will suddenly come to His temple, the messenger of the 
covenant you desire--see, He is coming,” says the Lord of 
Hosts.  

iii. It was revealed to Zechariah that his son was the 
messenger that Micah spoke about 400 years earlier. 

b. (1:77)  To give His people knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins. 
i. In Luke 3, we see John preaching repentance in 

preparation of the Lord. 
ii. There is no salvation without repentance! 

c. (1:78)  Because of our God’s merciful compassion, the Dawn 
from on high will visit us. 
i. God is merciful even though we don’t deserve it. 
ii. Compassion:  Gut level compassion! 
iii. Dawn (dayspring, KJV): The light emanating from the 

presence of the Lord! 
d. (1:79)  To shine of those who live in darkness and the shadow 

of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
i. Who lives in darkness?  We all DID?  All those who do not 

know Christ’s forgiveness. 
ii. We were all on the verge of spending eternity in Hell. 
iii. The way of peace: Peace that passes understanding. 

1. (Isaiah 53:5-6)  But He was pierced because of our 
transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; 
punishment for our peace was on Him. 



 

e. This salvation which Zechariah speaks of did not come as the 
result of our Lord simply showing up.  Christ paid a great price 
for our salvation.  

5. SO WHAT? 
a. In this season, remember what you have been saved from. 

Remember the slavery that you were in that required a 
payment! 

b. Remember that God always keeps His promises.  Christ came 
in the exact way that He was prophesied to come.  He WILL 
come again. 

c. Remember that we are saved for a reason, and not simply for 
“fire insurance”. 

d. Remember that God always provides a messenger to proclaim 
His salvation.  In this day and time, that messenger is YOU! 

6. FOR THE UNSAVED 
a. (Rom. 3:23)  For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 

God. 
i. Do you know that everyone is a sinner?  This includes 

“good people”.  This includes you! 
b. (Rom. 6:23)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
i. Do you know what the penalty is for your sin? 
ii. Do you know that you can receive salvation? 

c. (Rom. 5:8)  God demonstrated His love for us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
i. God loves you enough that He sent His Son to die for your 

sins and mine. 
d. (Rom. 10:9-10)  If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved.  One believes with the heart, resulting in 



 

righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in 
salvation. 
i. Do you believe that God raised Jesus from the dead? 
ii. Are you willing to confess Jesus publicly. 

e. (Rom. 10:13)  For everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 

f. IF YOU ARE READY TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE 
LORD, PLEASE COME FORWARD DURING OUR 
INVITATION HYMN. 

If you would like to know more about following Jesus, please  Contact Us 

http://www.sappony1773.org/contact-us/

