
 

Complacency Kills                                                                                              March 31, 2019 
Amos 6:1-14 
 
INTRODUCTION: One thing that was drilled into us as Marines, par�cularly in combat situa�ons,              
is that “Complacency Kills.” It only takes one person falling asleep on guard duty to kill a lot of                   
people. If you have an enemy looking to kill you, and you don’t pay a�en�on, he will find you.                   
Many Chris�ans today act as if we are not at war, but we are told in scripture that we are. If we                      
act as though we are not, people die. In our case, it is the lost around us who die. People living                     
in 760s B. C. Israel were complacent. They had a great �me of prosperity and rela�ve safety.                 
Therefore, their focus was on themselves and what they wanted instead of focusing on God               
who was the reason for their blessings. They lost sight of God, and society had gone downhill.                 
As we con�nue through Amos’ prophecy, we will see that Israel thought that they were               
untouchable, they put their selfish desires first, they believed themselves to be self-made, and              
the consequences of their willful ignorance would be great. 
 
ISRAEL THOUGHT THEY WERE UNTOUCHABLE 

● (6:1) Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and to those who feel secure on the hill of                    
Samaria —the notable people in this first of the na�ons, those the house of Israel comes               
to. 

○ Note the reference to Zion (Jerusalem) and Samaria. While Amos was primarily            
prophesying to Israel, Judah was in mind as well. 

○ The notable people in the most blessed na�on ever, the ones the rest of the               
na�on looks to. 

○ They were trus�ng in the strength of their ci�es and their geography. 
● (6:2) Cross over to Calneh and see; go from there to great Hamath; then go down to                 

Gath of the Philis�nes. Are you be�er than these kingdoms? Is their territory larger than               
yours? 

○ Calneh: was taken and destroyed by the king of Assyria shortly before Amos’             
prophecy. 

○ Hamath: A Syrian city destroyed by Jeroboam II. 
○ Gath (Goliath’s hometown): Taken by King Uzziah, in whose reign Amos           

prophesied. 
○ By appearance, these ci�es were stronger and had be�er borders. 

● (6:3) You dismiss any thought of the evil day and bring in a reign of violence. 
○ They act as if there is never to be a consequence for their ac�ons, thus bringing                

violence upon themselves. 
● So what about us, with our two ocean borders and great military might? Is this the                

security that we trust in? 
 



 

ISRAEL PUT THEIR OWN SELFISH DESIRES FIRST 
● (6:4) They lie on beds inlaid with ivory, sprawled out on their couches, and dine on lambs                 

from the flock and calves from the stall. 
○ Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous. 

● (6:5) They improvise songs to the sound of the harp and invent their own musical               
instruments like David. 

○ While David did this to please the Lord, they did this to please themselves. 
● (6:6) They drink wine by the bowlful and anoint themselves with the finest oils but do                

not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. 
○ Wine by the bowlful, instead of the cup. 
○ They anoint themselves with the choicest of oils, but are not sick at heart over               

the ruin of Joseph. 
○ “Joseph” a reminder of their slavery in Egypt, and thus their deliverance. 

● (6:7) Therefore, they will now go into exile as the first of the cap�ves, and the feas�ng of                  
those who sprawl out will come to an end. 

○ Those who placed themselves first in all things will go first into cap�vity. 
○ “They shall go into cap�vity at the head of the cap�ves” (Ellico�) 
○ Those who sprawl (laid out on couches). 

● How about us?  Do we put ourselves ahead of what God desires for us? 
 
ISRAEL BELIEVED THEMSELVES TO BE SELF-MADE 

● (6:8) The Lord GOD has sworn by Himself — this is the declara�on of Yahweh, the God of                
Hosts: I loathe Jacob’s pride and hate his citadels, so I will hand over the city and                 
everything in it. 

○ Does God need to swear?  He has determined that this will happen. 
○ “I loathe Jacob’s pride” (the excellency of Jacob, KJV): Note the reference to             

Jacob instead of Israel. Jacob got his name from grabbing Esau’s heel at birth.              
His name means “supplanter”. 

○ Citadels or forts. 
● What about us? “I worked hard for my money!” Yes, but who gave you the ability to                 

work hard! 
 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR WILLFUL IGNORANCE WOULD BE GREAT 

● (6:9-10) And if there are 10 men le� in one house, they will die. A close rela�ve and                  
burner will remove his corpse from the house. He will call to someone in the inner                
recesses of the house, “Any more with you? ” That person will reply, “None.” Then he               
will say, “Silence, because Yahweh’s name must not be invoked.” 



 

○ Burning was not customary for funerals; it was only done under special            
circumstances, for example Saul and his sons (1 Sam 31:13). It would be             
necessary here because of pesitlence that always accompanies war. 

○ The burner is coming in to find the dead, finds one alive, and lets him know that                 
it’s too late to call on God. 

● (6:11) For the LORD commands: The large house will be smashed to pieces, and the               
small house to rubble. 

○ People of all social classes will suffer disaster. 
● (6:12-13) Do horses gallop on the cliffs; does anyone plow there with oxen? Yet you have                

turned jus�ce into poison and the fruit of righteousness into wormwood--you who            
rejoice over Lo-debar and say, “Didn’t we capture Karnaim for ourselves by our own              
strength?” 

○ Their moral standards make as much sense as horses running on cliffs, which             
they would not naturally do. 

○ “Turned jus�ce into poison”:  A further reference to their abuse of people. 
○ “Rejoice over Lo-debar” (KJV “a thing of naught”).  

■ Literally meaning “nowhere town” 
○ Literally, they are rejoicing and trus�ng in their own strength instead of in the              

Lord! 
● (6:14) But look, I am raising up a na�on against you, house of Israel—this is the                

declara�on of the Lord, the GOD of Hosts —and they will oppress you from the entrance               
of Hamath to the Brook of the Arabah. 

○ This was all the territory that they had gained in their conquests. 
● How about us?  Do we willfully ignore the judgment that is to come? 

 
SO WHAT? 

● Where is your security?  If it is anywhere other than in Christ, it is in the wrong place. 
○ Financial security? 
○ Good decisions? 
○ Being an American? 

● Is your life focused on you or on the God who created you? 
● Do you live in ignorance of spiritual things? 

○ Do you act as if Christ isn’t going to return? 
○ Many believers act as if Christ isn’t going to return. They do not speak about               

Him, or make sure that their neighbors know Him. 
● Are you willing to commit your life to Christ today? 


