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Acts 4:23-31 
 
INTRODUCTION: What is the most uncomfortable conversation 
that you’ve ever had to have?  One that you really dreaded.  In my 
early twenties, I worked at a nursing home.  I was one of the few 
men working there, and there was only one other on my shift.  
And he didn’t always like to bathe.  So, guess who got the job of 
telling him, “Dude, you smell like Lazarus on day four!”  Yep, this 
guy! I didn’t want to do it.  We didn’t work together very often, so 
I could usually avoid him.  But that wouldn’t have solved his 
problem.  He had a body odor issue and didn’t know it.  Would he 
be mad at me?  Would he be embarrassed?  I dreaded the 
conversation for days until we worked together again.  Then I just 
came out with it.  I told him what he needed to hear, and it did 
not destroy our friendship.  Instead, he quit coming to work 
stinking.   
 Have you ever thought that most people don’t know that 
they need to repent and turn to Jesus?  It’s true, and the results of 
them not knowing are disastrous.  A lot more disastrous than 
losing a friendship.  In certain countries, it can get you jailed, or 
worse.  Here, you can be ostracized.  Today, we will see from Acts 
4 that our heroes, Peter and John, discovered that TELLING 
ABOUT JESUS CAN CAUSE PROBLEMS, YOU NEED TO BE PRAYED 
UP, YOU NEED TO RECOGNIZE THAT GOD IS IN CONTROL, YOU 
NEED TO SPEAK BOLDLY, but THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES YOU THE 
POWER TO DO IT. 
 
TELLING ABOUT JESUS CAN CAUSE PROBLEMS 

• (4:23) After they were released, they went to their own 
people and reported everything the chief priests and the 
elders has said to them. 

o Background: 
▪ (3:1-10) Healed the lame man 
▪ (3:11-26) Preaching in Solomon’s Colonnade 



▪ (4:1-23) Arrested, ordered not to preach in 
the name of Jesus. 

o Particularly, it was the Sadducees who had a huge 
issue with their teaching. 

o They went to their own people:  Believers, who no 
doubt had heard of their arrest and gathered to 
pray. 

 
YOU NEED TO BE PRAYED UP 

• (4:24) When they heard this, they all raised their voices to 
God and said, “Master, you are the One who made the 
heaven and the earth, and the sea, and everything in 
them. 

o They all raised their voices to God! They were all 
agreed in prayer. 

o Master (Lord, KJV): [Despotes] The absolute master 
of the universe. 

o Note that they are appealing to His sovereignty. 
 
YOU NEED TO RECOGNIZE THAT GOD IS IN CONTROL 

• (4:25-26) You said through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of 
our father David Your Servant: Why did the Gentiles rage 
and the peoples plot futile things? The kings of the earth 
took their stand and the rulers assembled together against 
the Lord and against His Messiah. 

o Referring to Psalm 2. 
o Rage: Unbridled ferocity, like wild horses. 

• (4:27-28) “For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, 
assembled together against Your holy Servant Jesus, 
whom You anointed, to do whatever Your hand and Your 
plan had predestined to take place. 

o The government and the people conspired 
together to destroy Jesus. 

o This was in God’s plan and they acted of their own 
free will. 



o (John 3:14-15) Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 
the wilderness, so the son of Man must be listed 
up, so that everyone who believes in Him will have 
eternal life. 

▪ (Num. 21:4-9) Moses and the Bronze Snake 
▪ Precedes John 3:16 in Jesus’ conversation 

with Nicodemus. 
 
YOU NEED TO SPEAK BOLDLY 

• (4:29-30) And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant 
that Your slaves may speak Your message with complete 
boldness, while You stretch out Your hand for healing, 
signs, and wonders to performed through the name of 
Your holy Servant Jesus.” 

o Consider their threats:  They are not ignoring them, 
and they are not asking for safety. 

o With complete boldness:  Even despite the danger 
that they are in. 

o While You stretch out Your hand:  They are not 
asking God for these things; they are trusting that 
He will provide them. 

o Through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus: (holy 
child, KJV).    

THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES YOU THE POWER TO DO IT 

• (4:31) When they had prayed, the place where they were 
assembled was shaken, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak God’s message with 
boldness. 

o This is a reminder of the day of Pentecost. 
o The filling of the Holy Spirit is the evidence that 

they received the boldness they were praying for. 
 
SO WHAT? 

• Who in your life needs to know Jesus?  Have you told 
them?  It could cause problems. 



o Israel Folau: Fired from Rugby for IG post that was 
basically 1 Cor. 6:9-10. 

o Are you willing to accept the consequences? 

• Are you prayed up?  What do you pray for?  If you received 
everything that you’ve prayed for in the last week, would 
anyone benefit besides you? 

o Continuous bold prayer is key. 
o Sometimes that prayer is together. 

• Do you really recognize that God is in control? 
o Do you worry when you watch the news? 
o Does the political climate of our time distress you? 
o The disciples were in a dangerous situation and 

they knew it.  We are in a dangerous situation, too, 
and often don’t realize it. 

• Do you speak boldly? 
o Who have you told about Christ? 
o Are you intimidated by sharing Christ? 
o Who will go to hell without you telling them? 

• Do you rely on the Holy Spirit? 
o Confidence precedes competence. 


