
The Day of Pentecost June 9, 2019 
Acts 2:1-16 
 
INTRODUCTION: I have to be up front and say that the series I was 
going to start today, I have postponed until September.  So those 
who were looking forward to starting Who’s Your One? will have 
to be patient.  I had planned to start this, but really felt God 
leading me a different direction for the summer, so here we go!  
I’m going to go ahead and start with the goal for this summer, 
which is that everyone at Sappony will become committed 
disciples who will make other committed disciples.  By the way, 
this is not MY goal for you; it is God’s goal for you.  This summer, 
I’m going to challenge some of your notions of what it is to be the 
church.  Today, though, as we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, we 
will take note of what Jesus’ disciples were doing on that day.  We 
will see that DISCIPLES GATHER AND PRAY, DISCIPLES EXPECT GOD 
TO SHOW UP, and DISCIPLES GO AND PROCLAIM. 
 
DISCIPLES GATHER AND PRAY 

• (2:1) When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all 
together in one place.  

o Pentecost was the festival of first fruits, observed 
50 days after Passover.   

o It was the day to sacrifice the first of the wheat 
harvest.  It was also the best attended festival of 
the year because the weather conditions were so 
favorable for travel. 

o The disciples (120 mentioned in 1:15) had been 
meeting in almost continuous prayer since the 
Ascension 10 days earlier, when Jesus told them to 
wait for the Holy Spirit. 

• (1:14) All these were continually united in prayer. 
o We do some of this; our Thursday group is united 

in prayer, and those of you on the prayer email list.  



o What if we all were continually united in prayer.  
What would that look like?  What things would 
happen? 

• But the disciples did not just gather and pray.  That would 
have been ineffective.  They gathered and prayed and also 
expected that God would show up. 

 
DISCIPLES EXPECT GOD TO SHOW UP 

• (2:2-4) Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind 
came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where 
they were staying. And tongues, like flames of fire that 
were divided, appeared to them and rested on each one of 
them. Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in different languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability for speech. 

o Remember, this is the 120, not just the 12. 
o Sound of a violent rushing wind 

▪ Similar to tornado or hurricane sound. 
▪ Note that it filled the whole house.  
▪ Pneuma (wind) is often used to symbolize 

the Holy Spirit. 
o Tongues like flames of fire: In the wilderness, God 

led Israel with a pillar of fire. 
▪ The tongues of fire sat on each of them. 

o They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 

• They were obediently waiting and praying.  They expected 
God to show up, and He did in a mighty way.   

 
DISCIPLES GO AND PROCLAIM 
 

• (2:5-13) There were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men 
from every nation under heaven. When this sound 
occurred, a crowd came together and was confused 
because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language. And they were astounded and amazed, saying, 
“Look, aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? How is 



it that each of us can hear in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites; those who live in 
Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs — we hear them speaking the 
magnificent acts of God in our own languages.” They were 
all astounded and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What could this be?” But some sneered and said, 
“They’re full of new wine!” 

o Devout men from every nation under heaven: 
Some lived there on extended business, many were 
there for Pentecost. 14 people groups are listed as 
hearing in their own language. 

o The crowd gathered as the result of the sound. 
o They were really confused when they heard the 

disciples proclaiming God in their languages. 
o There are always doubters. Do not let them deter 

you from what God has commanded. 

• (2:14-16) But Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his 
voice, and proclaimed to them: “Men of Judah and all you 
residents of Jerusalem, let me explain this to you and pay 
attention to my words. For these people are not drunk, as 
you suppose, since it’s only nine in the morning. On the 
contrary, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 

o Peter begins to preach the first sermon of 
Christianity, pointing out that this thing that they 
are witnessing was prophesied. 

o This led to 3000 people being saved that day! 

• So what happened to these 3000?  In the rest of the book 
of Acts, we see them scatter throughout the Empire, 
taking the name of Jesus with them.  They not only scatter, 
but as they scatter, they proclaim the good news of 
salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord to those that they 
encounter.  And others get saved! 



SO WHAT? 

• We see that all of these things are required of us.  We 
must gather and pray.  We must do this regularly.  
Hebrews 10:25 reminds us that we must not neglect 
gathering together as is the habit of some.   

• We must expect God to show up.  We cannot continue 
with an anemic faith that acts like we are bothering God.  
We cannot continue to act like the gift of the Holy Spirit 
carries no power.  We cannot continue to act like God 
exists to grant our wishes and we must recognize Him as 
Lord of all and live our lives accordingly. 

• We must not only be disciples ourselves, but we are 
commanded to go and make disciples.  If the first disciples 
had neglected this command the way that we have, we 
would not be here.   

• Finally, there may be some in here who have not yet 
decided to follow Jesus.  I would urge you to consider 
following Him today. 

 


