
Disciples as Men of God June 16, 2019 
Joshua 1:1-9 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Happy Father’s Day!  This summer, we are going 
to do a departure from my usual method of going all the way 
through a book.  Since many people take vacations in the 
summer, we will have a series of individual “free-standing” 
sermons on the subject of discipleship.  Today, we will be 
discussing Disciples as Men of God, next week it will be Disciples 
as Women of God.  As we go through the summer, we will cover 
stewardship, citizenship, being a student, being prayer warriors, 
proclamation of the gospel, and other topics.  So let’s launch into 
our discussion for the men. 
 
Today, we will be focusing on men in general.  Even though not all 
men will become fathers, all men will have the opportunity at 
some point to lead, to mentor, to influence a younger generation 
of men.  They will learn through our example more than our 
teaching.  So, what are we teaching our younger men, the future 
fathers, the future leaders?  What we currently have is a couple of 
generations of boys who never grew up.  Kevin Myers put it like 
this, “Boys exercise options that are not theirs.”   

• Blaming instead of accepting responsibility. 

• Walking out of commitment instead of sticking with it. 

• Playing at work and working at play. 

• Making babies instead of raising children. 

• Thinking that they don’t have to follow rules they don’t 
agree with. 

Today as we look at God’s word to Joshua, we will note that 
Joshua is told to be strong and courageous.  We’re going to see 
that Joshua (and we, men) are to BE COURAGEOUS MORALLY, BE 
COURAGEOUS OBSERVANTLY, BE COURAGEOUS IN INSTRUCTION, 
and BE COURAGEOUS PHYSICALLY. 
 
BE COURAGEOUS MORALLY 



• (1:6) Be strong and courageous, for you will distribute the 
land I swore to their fathers to give them as an 
inheritance. 

o Joshua was to distribute the land to the people.  
There would have been temptation to be bribed or 
give better land to his friends. 

o Even before distributing the land, Joshua would 
have to lead the people into battle. 

o Be strong: weak men don’t take a stand! 

• Moral courage has consequences. 
o It can make you unpopular 
o John the Baptist lost his head for having the moral 

courage to stand up to Herod in his adultery. 

• Moral courage means owning your mistakes instead of 
blaming others for them. 

o “The woman you gave me…” 
 
BE COURAGEOUS OBSERVANTLY 

• (1:7) Above all, be strong and very courageous to carefully 
observe the whole instruction My servant Moses 
commanded you.  Do not turn from it to the right or the 
left, so that you will have success wherever you go. 

o Observe the whole instruction:  It is very 
courageous to follow God when nobody else is. 

• (Josh 24:15) As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord. 

o He was strong and decisive. 
o He led his house well. 

• Do not turn from it to the right or to the left. 
o Left and right lateral limits 
o Center lines and shoulder lines. 

• If you want to see an example of what can go wrong if you 
fail to observe the instruction, look no further than 
Solomon, who disregarded the Lord’s command about 
intermarrying with those of other religions. 

 



BE COURAGEOUS IN INSTRUCTION 

• (1:8) This book of instruction must not depart from your 
mouth; you are to recite it day and night so that you may 
carefully observe everything written in it.  For then you 
will prosper and succeed in whatever you do. 

o You must know the word so that it is constantly in 
your mind and in your mouth. 

o You can’t obey the word if you don’t know it. 

• (Deut 6:4-9) Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength.  These words that I 
am giving you today are to be in your heart.  Repeat them 
to your children. Talk about hem when you sit in your 
house and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. Bind them as a sign on your 
hand and let them be a symbol on your forehead. Write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

o It’s not only important to know the word for 
yourself, but you must teach your children. 

o So many fathers leave the developing of faith in 
their children to the church, and then wonder 
when the child leaves the church as an adult. 

 
BE COURAGEOUS PHYSICALLY 

• (1:9) Haven’t I commanded you: be strong and 
courageous?  Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord 
you God is with you wherever you go. 

• Physical Battle  
o Judges 4 (Barak and Deborah) 
o Judges 6-8 (Gideon) 

• Spiritual Battle 
o (Eph 6:12) For our battle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the world powers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavens. 



o The Lord has promised to be with us in our battle. 
 
SO WHAT? 

• As you celebrate Father’s Day today, and honor your 
fathers, keep in mind the generation of men being raised 
largely without fathers, or with weak and ineffective 
fathers.  Be on the lookout for those that you can guide. 

• Be strong and courageous!  Be physically strong.  Be 
morally strong. 

• As you are being strong and courageous disciples, make 
strong and courageous disciples. 

• What if you are not a disciple?  You have the opportunity 
to become a follower of Jesus today. 


