
Stewardship: What’s Your Talent? June 30, 2019 
Matthew 25:14-30 
 
INTRODUCTION:  A pastor was talking to his congregation about a 
building project that the church had planned.  He announced, “I 
have good news and bad news.  The good news is that we have all 
the money we need for the building project.  The bad news is that 
it’s all still in your wallets.”  As we continue our Summer of 
Discipleship, today we will discuss a topic that many preachers 
fear, which is that of stewardship.  Here’s the line we tread as 
pastors on this subject.  If we preach too much about money, 
people think we want a raise.  If we don’t preach on it 
occasionally, we are not proclaiming the whole counsel of the 
Lord.  Today, we will look at stewardship, but we will not just look 
at it from a money perspective.  We are going to see that 
everything that the Lord gives to us, He gives to us for the 
purposes of His Kingdom, and we must be prepared to use them 
for Him.  We are going to see that GOD GIVES US THINGS TO USE 
FOR HIM, GOD REWARDS US FOR WISE USE OF WHAT HE GIVES 
US and that GOD HOLDS US ACCOUNTABLE FOR IMPROPER USE 
OF HIS GIFTS.   
 
GOD GIVES US THINGS TO USE FOR HIM 

• (25:14) For it is just like a man going on a journey.  He 
called his own slaves and turned over his possessions to 
them. 

o Clearly a reference to Christ, who has gone to sit at 
the right hand of the Father. 

o What is His, He has given us to steward.  It is not 
ours. He will expect an accounting of our use of 
what He has given us.  

o (Psalm 24:1-2) The earth and everything in it, the 
world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord; for 
He laid its foundation on the seas and established it 
on the rivers. 



o We often think of stewardship in terms of money, 
but we must look at it holistically.  What all has the 
Lord given you to use for His kingdom? 

• (25:15) To one he gave five talents; to another, two; and 
to another, one—to each according to his own ability.  
Then he went on a journey. 

o The Lord (Master) did not give us all the same 
talents, but He did give us talents based on our 
ability to use them effectively for Him. 

o There should be no jealousy over what the Lord has 
given to someone else, because it is all His. 

o Going on a journey was cumbersome in those days.   

• (25:16) [Immediately] the man who had received five 
talents went, put them to work, and earned five more. 

o Immediately: KJV wants to put it with the journey, 
but really, it belongs with verse 16, “Immediately 
the man…put them to work.” 

o Note that there is an urgency here.  He has no idea 
how long the master is gone. The servant just 
knows that his Master has given him something to 
use for the master’s benefit. 

o What we are not told 
▪ How he used the talents. 
▪ That he was 100 percent successful. 

o Putting the talents to work required intentional 
effort.  Work is the God-ordained manner of 
achieving success. 

• (25:17) In the same way the man with two earned two 
more. 

o In the same way:  Just how the servant with the 
five talents did, the servant with two talents 
immediately put his talents to work for his Master’s 
benefit. 

o He did not say, “If only the Master had given me 
what he gave the first guy…” 



o He simply did what he was supposed to with what 
he was given. 

• (25:18) But the man who had received one talent went off, 
dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master’s money. 

o This is the guy who put no effort into what his 
Master wanted. 

o The whole time his Master was gone, he just did 
what he wanted. 

 
GOD REWARDS US FOR WISE USE OF WHAT HE GIVES US 

• (25:19) After a long time the master of those slaves came 
and settled accounts with them. 

o There is a day coming when our accounts will be 
settled.  

o (1 Cor. 3:10-15) According to God’s grace that was 
given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled 
master builder, and another builds on it. But each 
one must be careful how he builds on it. For no one 
can lay any other foundation than what has been 
laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ. If 
anyone builds on that foundation with gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, each one’s work 
will become obvious, for the day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test 
the quality of each one’s work. If anyone’s work 
that he has built survives, he will receive a reward. 
If anyone’s work is burned up, it will be lost, but he 
will be saved; yet it will be like an escape through 
fire. 

o This is how it will be when our accounts are settled. 

• (25:20-21) The man who had received five talents 
approached, presented five more talents, and said, 
“Master, you gave me five talents.  Look, I’ve earned five 
more talents.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good 
and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things; I 



will put you in charge of many things.  Share your master’s 
joy! 

o “Here’s what you gave me, and here’s what I did 
with it.”   

o Well done, good and faithful slave!  This is what we 
should all desire to hear. 

o Share your Master’s joy! 

• (25:22-23) Then the man with two talents also 
approached.  He said, “Master, you gave me two talents. 
Look, I’ve earned two more talents.”  His master said to 
him, “Well done good and faithful slave! You were faithful 
over a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Share your master’s joy! 

o Same story as with the servant with the five 
talents. 

o “Here’s what you gave me, and here’s what I did 
with it.” 

o The Master is no less pleased with this servant than 
the other one.  Note that he gets the same reward. 

 
GOD HOLDS US ACCOUNTABLE FOR IMPROPER USE OF HIS GIFTS. 

• (25:24-25) Then the man who had received one talent also 
approached and said, “Master I know you. You’re a 
difficult man, reaping where you haven’t sown and 
gathering where you haven’t scattered seed. So I was 
afraid and went off and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, you have what is yours. 

o He starts with an excuse, and promptly blames the 
Master. 

o He also seems to be calling the Master dishonest. 

• (25:26-27) But his master replied to him, “You evil, lazy 
slave! If you knew that I reap where I haven’t sown and 
gather where I haven’t scattered, then you should have 
deposited my money with the bankers. And when I 
returned I would have received my money back with 
interest.” 



o You evil, lazy slave: He is not being berated for his 
lack of success.  He is being held accountable for 
his lack of faithfulness. 

o If you really believed this about me, then you 
should have put my money in the bank. 

• (25:28-30) So take the talent from him and given it to the 
one who has 10 talents. For to everyone who has, more 
will be given, and he will have more than enough. But from 
the one who does not have, even what he has will be 
taken away from him. And throw this good-for-nothing 
slave into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

o This is a picture of hell, where the unfaithful slave 
will is being sent. 

o The placement of this parable is on purpose, 
between the parable of the 10 virgins and the 
parable of the sheep and the goats. 

o This is the consequence for those who pretend to 
serve Christ, but do not really serve Him. 

 
WHAT HAS GOD GIVEN YOU TO USE FOR HIM? 

• Some of you, God has given money to use for Him. 
o Are you being generous with what He has given 

you, or are you using it for your own purposes? 
o Are you living as if the one who dies with the most 

money wins? 
o You may be thinking, “I earned that.” Yes, you did.  

That is God’s ordained way of receiving material 
blessings.  But, who gave you the ability to work 
and earn what you have? 

• Some of you, God has given time to use for Him. 
o What are you doing with your time? 
o By the way, God is not satisfied with one hour on 

Sunday morning.  All the time that you have, He 
has given you. You must use your time for Him. 



• Some of you, God has given specific talents that He 
intends for use for His Kingdom. 

o What are your talents? 
▪ Music? Art? Teaching? Knitting? Gardening? 

o If God has given you a talent, He expects that you 
will use it for Him.  That’s why He designed you 
with that talent. 

• Some of you, God has given influence for building His 
Kingdom. 

o Some of you may have a position of influence that 
God has allowed you to have.  How can you use 
that for the Kingdom? 

• Some of you may not be using your talents for the 
Kingdom because you are not a citizen of the Kingdom.  
You can come to know Christ today! 

 


