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Acts 1:1-8 
 
INTRODUCTION: Stephen Seamands wrote, “The ministry into 
which we have entered is the ministry of Jesus Christ, the Son to 
the Father, through the Holy Spirit, for the sake of the church and 
the world.”  It is very important work that we are engaged in, 
although we often treat it as less than important.  But, even 
though it is the most important work, we must be careful to not 
make it about ourselves, when it is really all about Jesus.  Today, 
in continuing our summer discipleship series, we will discuss 
Disciples as Witnesses.  We will see that DISCIPLES KNOW THAT 
IT’S JESUS’ WORK, DISCIPLES DON’T HAVE TO PROVE ANYTHING, 
DISCIPLES ARE WHERE THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO BE even if THEY 
DON’T ALWAYS KNOW THE NEXT STEP, and that DISCIPLES ARE 
GIVEN POWER BY THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
 
DISCIPLES KNOW THAT IT’S JESUS’ WORK 

• (1:1-2) I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all 
that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day He was 
taken up, after He had given orders through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles He had chosen. 

o Acts is the second volume of Luke.  Luke ends with 
the ascension, which the apostles witnessed. 

o Jesus began to do and to teach.  He may have 
handed us the baton, but it’s still His race. 

▪ We are still responsible for running our 
portion of the race. 

 
DISCIPLES DON’T HAVE TO PROVE ANYTHING 

• (1:3) After he had suffered, He also presented Himself 
alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them during 40 days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 

o He presented Himself:  Jesus proved Himself alive 
to 500 people over 40 days. 



o The proof is His, not ours. 

• Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t just appear and 
make Himself known?  Wouldn’t it make life so much 
easier?  But He has made Himself known (Rom 1:18-21) by 
everything that He made, but people have continued to 
reject Him. 

• He provides all the proof.  We don’t have to.  And a faith 
that is only academic is no faith at all.  You must 
experience the relationship. 

 
DISCIPLES ARE WHERE THEY’RE SUPPOSED TO BE 

• (1:4-5) While He was together with them, He commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father’s 
promise. “This,” He said, “is what you heard from me, for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

• Note also that the apostles had ten days to wait.  
Sometimes a period of waiting and focused prayer is what 
the Lord has for us.  He gave them ten days, where they 
met in prayer daily expecting God to show up.  And He did, 
giving them the Holy Spirit for Christ’s continued work. 

 
DISCIPLES DON’T ALWAYS KNOW THE NEXT STEP 

• (1:6-7) So when they had come together, they asked Him, 
“Lord are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this 
time?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times for 
periods that the Father has set by His own authority. 

o This question was not unreasonable.  They 
expected that the Messiah would reign as King over 
Israel.  He has conquered death and been 
resurrected, so what else is left?   

• Jesus reminds them that they do not get to know when 
the earthly kingdom (Millennial Reign) will be established.  
God has His purposes and His timing, and it is not up to us 
to know, but to do. 



o Parables point to not knowing when the Master 
will return.  All of these have the same theme, 
which requires us to be busy until the Return. 

 
DISCIPLES RECEIVE POWER FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT 

• (1:8) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

o The biggest trouble we get into in life is trying to do 
things in our own strength.  

o “The Lord helps those who help themselves” 
o We often only go to God when we’re in trouble. 

• Why would we ignore what the scripture says about the 
Holy Spirit?   

o The Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Rom. 8:26) 
o The Holy Spirit helps us and teaches us (John 14:26) 

• Here in Acts 1:8, we are told that we receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on us.  This is not something we use 
for our own purposes.  The Holy Spirit is given to us for His 
purposes.  It is to strengthen us for His work.   

o BTW, that work is not to convince.  (John 6:44) 
Someone cannot be drawn to Christ unless the 
Spirit is working to draw them. 

• We are also told that we will be witnesses. 
o A witness testifies to what he has seen. 
o It’s not the witness’s job to convince; it is simply to 

tell the truth! 
o As a witness, your job is to share your experience 

with Christ.  It’s easy to think that we’ve failed as a 
witness if someone doesn’t immediately recite the 
“Sinner’s Prayer” and get baptized, but this is not 
the case. 

o The only ways to fail as a witness are to fail to 
witness or to give false testimony! 

• Sharing your experience with Christ is a verbal testimony 
and a lifestyle testimony. 



o If you do not share your testimony verbally, people 
will not know that you belong to Christ.  You are 
NOT that good a Christian. 

o If your lifestyle does not match your verbal 
testimony, guess which one will be believed. 

 
SO WHAT? 

• If you are a Christian, you are in ministry.  There is no 
choice.  As Tim Challies wrote, “Did you know that you are 
a minister? That word “minister” isn’t a job title. It’s an 
action.” 

o Eph. 4:12 describes my job as equipping (or 
training) the saints in the work of the ministry to 
build up the body of Christ. 

• You are continuing what Jesus began to do and to teach.  If 
you drop the baton in this race, nobody can be expected 
to pick it up.  God has placed each of you here in this 
specific location to minister to each other and to the 
community. 

• Your job is to make disciples.  Note that we are not 
commanded to make converts.  The job doesn’t end when 
we get someone to say a prayer.  Jesus spent three years 
focused on twelve men that would carry on His work. 

• Your job is to witness to the truth revealed to you and 
your experience with Christ. 

o Everyone who is a Christian has a unique 
testimony.  There is someone that your testimony 
is intended to reach! 

• If you do not have a testimony, it is because you have not 
experienced Christ.  It is impossible to experience Him and 
not have a testimony! 

o If you have not experienced Christ, you can do that 
today! 


