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Luke 1:26-38 

● THE ANGEL (1:26) 
○ (1:26) In the sixth month (Sixth month refers back to previous verses about Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy) 
○ (1:26) the angel Gabriel was sent by God  
○ same Gabriel from vs. 19 (who stands in the presence of God) 

■ same Gabriel from Dan, chs. 8-9.  Described as looking like a man. 
■ Believed (but not stated) to be same angel as appeared to Joseph in Ma� 1:20; 2:13-19. 

○ There are many other accounts in the Bible of “the angel of the Lord”, and many believe that 
these may also be Gabriel, but it is not stated, because it is not necessary for us to know. 
Gabriel is simply a messenger from the Lord God, and not worthy of worship, although he 
frightens people.  Much more important than the ANGEL is the ANNOUNCEMENT. 

● THE ANNOUNCEMENT (1:27-37) 
○ (1:27) to a virgin  ( Isaiah 7:14) 
○ (1:27) engaged to a man named Joseph. 

■ 3 stages of Jewish wedding 
● agreement between fathers 
● betrothal (engagement) about a year 
● groom arrives at a �me unexpected  

○ Demonstrated in Ma�hew 25 (Parable of the 10 virgins) 
■ Perfect �ming of pregnancy 

○ (1:27) of the house of David (to fulfill all prophecy) 
○ (1:27) the virgin’s name was Mary (same as Miriam) 

■ “Exalted one” 
■ Mohammed appears to have possibly confused the two by referring to Mary as the sister 

of Aaron. 
○ (1:28) Rejoice favored woman! The Lord is with you. 

■ (1:29) She was deeply troubled  
■ She’s in good company.  Daniel was also frightened of him. 

○ (1:30) Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
■ In the same way that Noah (Gen 6:8) had found favor with God. 

○ (1:31) You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will call His name Jesus. 
■ “Yahweh saves” 

○ (1:32) He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High 
■ He didn’t become the Son of God at birth, He has always been the Son of God. 
■ The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 

● Psalm 110:1 
● 1 Chronicles 17:9-14 

○ (1:33) He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end. 
■ Revela�on 11:15 

○ (1:34) Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I have not been in�mate with a man?” 



■ Not a ques�on of doubt, but of logis�cs. 
○ (1:35) The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

■ Other religions would have their god mate with a woman to create offspring.  The virgin 
concep�on was completely different.  

■ This was the same as the cloud in Exodus.  
■ This concep�on was a crea�ve miracle of the Holy Spirit. 
■ Therefore the holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. 

○ (1:36) Consider your rela�ve Elizabeth. 
■ Her pregnancy was a miracle, although achieved through natural means. 
■ Mary’s pregnancy is a miracle achieved through supernatural means. 

○ (1:37) For nothing will be impossible with God. 
■ It is quite likely that Mary would have recognized the prophecies being addressed, 

although she likely would have thought of herself as the last person on earth worthy of 
giving birth to Messiah.  But, she accepted the task she was given. 

○ THE ACCEPTANCE (1:38) 
■ I am the Lord’s slave 

● Indicates full submission. 
● She would not have been ignorant of the consequences of being pregnant before 

marriage in her �me, up to and including death. 
● She had no reassurance that Joseph would s�ll marry her. 
● She had to fully trust God in this situa�on. 

■ May it be done to me according to your word. 
● As scary as it was, she welcomed the task. 
● Are we willing to accept the task that the Lord gives to us? 

○ CONCLUSION:  When Mary was called, she was found ready to serve.  Are we found ready to 
serve?  Are we ready for the Christ to return in like manner as He was taken up.  We like to think 
about Christmas as a baby in a manger, but we always have to be looking at this in light of the 
cross, where He paid the price for our sins.  Who is willing to surrender to His will today? 

○  


