
The Righteous Recognize Him                                                           December 31, 2017 
Luke 2:21-40 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Last week, we celebrated the birth of Jesus, the Christ, in a stable in 
Bethlehem. This week, as we finish out the Christmas Season (anything before the ball 
drops in Times Square), we will discuss what happened the first time Jesus was taken 
to the Temple.  We must bear in mind that the birth was just the beginning of an entire 
earthly life that He lived.  In order to fulfill the promise to be our Redeemer, He would 
have to live an entire life in perfect submission to the Law.  And today, we will go into 
just eight days into that life.  Today, our points will be THE REDEEMER PRESENTED, 
THE REDEEMER PRAISED, and THE REDEEMER PROCLAIMED.  
● THE REDEEMER PRESENTED (2:21-24) 

○ (2:21) When the eight days were completed for His circumcision, He was 
named Jesus--the name given by the angel before He was conceived. 

■ Read Leviticus Ch. 12.  Vs. 3 commands circumcision. 
○ (2:22) And when the days of their purification according to the law of 

Moses were finished, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to 
the Lord. 

■ “Their”:  Jesus had no need for purification.  He was already being 
identified with sinners. 

■ (Psalm 51:5)  Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was sinful 
when my mother conceived me. 

○ (2:23) Every firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord. 
■ (Exodus 13:11-13)  When the Lord brings you into the land of the 

Canaanites, as He swore to you and your fathers, and gives it to 
you, you are to present to the Lord every firstborn male of the 
womb.  All firstborn offspring of the livestock you own that are 
males will the the Lord’s.  You must redeem every firstborn of a 
donkey with a flock animal, but if you do not redeem it, break its 
neck.  However, you must redeem every firstborn among your 
sons. 

● This was commanded at the Passover. 
● One had to exchange the life of an unblemished animal for 

their son, pointing to the need of redemption. 
○ (2:24) and to offer a sacrifice (according to what is stated in the law of the 

Lord: a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons) 
■ Law required a lamb, but doves or pigeons were acceptable from 

the poor. 



■ Clearly the magi had not arrived with their extravagant gifts at this 
point. 

● We must take careful note here that Jesus, the promised Messiah, was 
beginning a life in complete submission to the Law in accordance with the will of 
the Father.  He submitted Himself to be born in the humblest of circumstances. 
But on the eighth day, when He was carried to the Temple to be identified with 
sinners, He would be recognized as the Redeemer by those righteous who were 
earnestly seeking Him. 

● THE REDEEMER PRAISED (2:25-35) 
○ (2:25) There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.  This 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to Israel’s consolation, 
and the Holy Spirit was on him. 

■ The rumors may have been flying because of the shepherds, but 
Simeon believed or he wouldn’t have bothered to show up. 

○ (2:26) It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he saw the Lord’s Messiah. 

■ Pre-Pentecost mentions of the Holy Spirit are rare. 
○ (2:27) Guided by the Spirit, he entered the Temple Complex. 

■ Simeon submitted himself to the revelation of the Spirit. 
○ (2:27-28) When the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform for Him 

what was customary under the Law, Simeon took Him up in his arms, 
praised God, and said: 

■ Parents:  As Mary’s husband, Joseph was legally Jesus’ father. 
■ How did Simeon know which baby boy?  Revelation of the Holy 

Spirit.  There might have been a hundred baby boys in the Temple 
that day, but the Holy Spirit led Simeon to the right one. 

○ (2:29-32) Now, Master, you can dismiss Your slave in peace, as You 
promised.  For my eyes have seen Your salvation (ref to Isaiah 52:10). 
You have prepared it in the presence of all peoples--a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles (ref to Isaiah 42:6) and glory to Your people Israel. 

■ Simeon clearly knew the Scriptures, and believed.  He also 
believed what had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit. 

○ (2:33) His father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
Him. 

■ KJV says Joseph to ensure clarity. 
■ Greek texts say father.  This is not a biological relationship, but a 

legal one. 



○ (2:34) Then Simeon blessed them and told His mother Mary:  “Indeed, this 
child is destined to cause the fall and rise of many in Israel and to be a 
sign that will be opposed” 

■ Herod opposed Him. 
■ The religious leaders opposed Him. 
■ He is still opposed today! 

○ (2:35) and a sword will pierce your own soul 
■ This had to be what Mary felt at the crucifixion. 

○ (2:35) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 
■ Certainly this happened at His trials and crucifixion as well. 
■ He still reveals hearts today! 

● Simeon certainly had an understanding of the Messiah that was not common 
among people, even religious leaders, of his day.  He saw past the birth, past the 
sinless life, and even past the waving of the palm branches all the way to the 
cross.  Being the Redeemer requires sacrifice, and Simeon recognized Him and 
His sacrifice.  But Simeon would not be the only one to recognize Him that day. 
God chose to reveal His Son to a woman at the Temple as well, to spread the 
Word. 

● THE REDEEMER PROCLAIMED (2:36-38) 
○ (2:36) There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. 
■ Prophetess:  She is one of five mentioned in Scripture (Miriam, 

Huldah, Deborah, Isaiah’s wife who is unnamed in scripture) 
■ Asher was one of the ten lost tribes.  Her family would have been 

among the despised Samaritans, but obviously she believed. 
○ (2:37) was a widow for 84 years.  

■ If she had married at the youngest age, and lived with her husband 
seven years, she still would be over 100 at this point. 

○ (2:37) She did not leave the temple complex, serving God night and day 
with fasting and prayers. 

■ An example to older adults to this day! 
■ Clearly she lived a life of service. 

○ (2:38) At that very moment, she came up and began to thank God and to 
speak about Him to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 

■ She thanked God, for the promised Redeemer that He had 
provided. 

■ She testified:  The Messiah had come, she knew it, and she told 
everyone who would listen. 



■ There is no scriptural indication that anyone believed her, but she 
told the truth anyway. 

○ Looking at the account of Anna reminds us of how often God used women 
to declare the presence of His Son.  Remember the woman at the well? 
Mary Magdalene?  They proclaimed the Christ when others could not be 
counted on to do so.  

● CONCLUSION:  Luke uses the next two verses to cover the next twelve years, 
and he is the only one who gives the account of twelve-year-old Jesus at the 
Temple.  Everything else in Christ’s life points forward to His death, His burial, 
His resurrection, and His reign over the Kingdom of Heaven.  We have said this 
whole season that we must look toward His return.  It is as sure as the birth of 
the baby in the manger; you can’t believe one without the other.  Since this is a 
certain occurrence, we must be prepared.  Who is prepared for His return today? 


