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INTRODUCTION:  I was recently listening to a podcast, when something that one of the 
hosts said really caught my attention.  He noted that the first-century church was not 
under any illusions that they were winning.  They were being persecuted right and left, 
and yet the church grew and spread throughout the Roman Empire.  Almost all of the 
apostles were executed for preaching the gospel.  Following Christ was not something 
to be done lightly; it cost much.  It cost friendships, families, and lives.  And yet, people 
were faithful to follow Christ.  I would like for us to take a fresh look at what it is like to 
be THE CHURCH in a day and time when the church is not popular.  To do that, we will 
spend the next few weeks studying Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, which for all 
intents and purposes, was not only the head of the Empire, but also the epicenter of the 
persecution of Christ-followers.  
BACKGROUND:  Most scholars agree that Paul wrote his letter to the Romans between 
53-58 A.D. from Corinth, during his third missionary journey, during the time of Acts 
20:2-3.  Paul’s other letters were to churches that he had been to and helped to 
establish; he had never been to Rome.  Church tradition states that Peter founded the 
church at Rome, but there is no Biblical evidence to this.  Acts 2, describing the Day of 
Pentecost, gives the best explanation for the church in Rome.  It should also be noted 
that at this point, it has been about 25 years since Saul’s encounter with Christ on the 
road to Damascus.  
Today, in the book of Romans, we are going to look at PAUL’S INTRODUCTION and 
PAUL’S INTENT. 

● PAUL’S INTRODUCTION (1:1-7) 
○ (1:1) Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle and singled out for 

God’s good news 
■ Slave [duolos]:  “bondservant” without any ownership rights of their 

own. 
■ Apostle [apostolos]:  “one sent out”.  Used almost exclusively of the 

twelve; Paul also describes himself as an apostle because of his 
direct encounter with the Christ. 

■ Singled out [aphorízō]:  “set apart” 
○ (1:2) which He promised long ago through His prophets in the Holy 

Scriptures. 
■ Saul had studied the prophets extensively as a Pharisee.  

○ (1:3) concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who was a descendant of 
David according to the flesh. 

■ He is acknowledging the the DEITY of Christ, as the Son of God. 



■ He is also acknowledging the HUMANITY of Christ, as a 
“descendant of David”, also clearly foretold by the prophets. 

■ Jesus is fully God AND fully man.  The evidence of His humanity is 
His human birth.  The evidence of His deity is his resurrection. 

○ (1:4) and who has been declared to be the powerful Son of God by the 
resurrection from the dead according to the Spirit of holiness.  

■ This declaration did not make Him the Son of God, it was a 
statement of the fact. 

○ (1:5) We have received grace and apostleship through Him to bring about 
the obedience of faith among all the nations, on behalf of His name 

■ Received [lambánō]:  To actively take. 
■ Grace [charis]:  Favor. 
■ Apostleship:  commission 
■ Nations [éthnos]:  People groups 

○ (1:6) including yourselves who also belong to Jesus Christ by calling: 
■ He is pointing out that as the church, they are called by Christ. 

○ (1:7) To all who are in Rome, loved by God, called as saints.  Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

■ Loved by God [agapētós] 
■ Saints [hágios]:  Sacred or holy 
■ Lord [kýrios]:  A person exercising absolute ownership rights. 

○ In his introduction, Paul, who twenty-five years earlier had been an 
arrogant, zealous killer of Christians, was writing out of love and humility 
toward believers that he had never met.  He declares his complete 
submission to Christ, who has proven to be who He claimed to be, which 
is the Messiah.  Paul has not been able to make it to Rome, which he 
greatly desires to do, as we see in the next section. 

● PAUL’S INTENT (1:8-15) 
○ (1:8) First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you because the 

news of your faith is being reported in all the world. 
■ News of your faith:  The church at Rome had high visibility to the 

Imperial structure. 
■ These Christians had to be strong. “The Christians of Rome were 

unpopular – reputed to be ‘enemies of the human race’ and 
credited with such vices as incest and cannibalism. In large 
numbers, then, they became the victims of the imperial 
malevolence – and it is this persecution of Christians under Nero 
that traditionally forms the setting for Paul’s martyrdom.” (Bruce) 

■ Faith [pístis]:  “God’s divine persuasion” 



■ World [kósmos]:  “ordered system” 
■ This church had a broad reputation for their faith in the face of 

adversity. 
○ (1:9-10) For God, whom I serve with my spirit in telling the good news 

about His Son, is my witness that I constantly mention you, always asking 
in my prayers that if it is somehow in God’s will, I may now at last succeed 
in coming to you. 

■ Note that his service is telling about the Son! 
■ He mentions them in his prayers consistently. 
■ Pointing out that God is his witness may be his way of 

acknowledging how easy it is to just say, “I’ll pray for you” 
■ He wants to go to them, but is relying on it being God’s will.  When 

Paul finally does make it to Rome, it will be as a prisoner. 
○ (1:11-12) For I want very much to see you, so I may impart to you some 

spiritual gift to strengthen you, that is to be mutually encouraged by each 
other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

■ Paul not only wants to encourage them, but he wants to be 
encouraged by them.  This is part of how church works. 

○ (1:13) Now I want you to know, brothers, that I often planned to come to 
you (but was prevented until now) in order that I might have a fruitful 
ministry among you, just as among the rest of the Gentiles. 

■ His plans were not God’s plans. 
■ Paul is acknowledging his particular ministry to Gentiles. 

○ (1:14-15) I am obligated both to Greeks and barbarians, both to the wise 
and the foolish.  So I am eager to preach the good news to you also who 
are in Rome. 

■ Paul owed a debt to the Roman Empire.  Its time of peace and 
prosperity, along with its great infrastructure, allowed him to travel 
(relatively) easily to spread the good news. 

■ Greek [Héllēn]:  Anyone who spoke Greek and adhered to the 
Greek culture, including many Jews. 

■ Barbarians [bárbaros]:  Anyone not a Hellenist. 
■ Wise (understanding) 
■ Foolish (not understanding) 

CONCLUSION:  Paul has written his letter to the church at Rome to be an 
encouragement to them as they stand faithfully in the capital of the unbelieving world.  It 
might be the equivalent of writing a letter to the church at Washington today.  Paul 
mentions Jesus the Christ five times in the first eight verses, giving a clear indication 
that this is what the letter is about.  Of course the entire sixty-six books of the Bible point 



to Jesus, the Savior of the world.  Even though He was God, He came to earth as a 
man, to die a cruel death on the cross to pay for our sins, and was resurrected from the 
dead, proving His divine glory.  Who will accept Him today? 


