
 

For I Am Not Ashamed                                                                         January 21, 2018 
Romans 1:16-32 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Today, we will continue with Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, 
which, we may note, could as well be Paul’s letter to the church in 21st century 
America.  I think that you will find the similarities striking as we continue through the 
text.  As we pick up in verse 16, Paul gets to the thesis of his letter.  Today, we will be 
looking at RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED, WRATH REVEALED, and the RESULTS 
OF REJECTION.  

● RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED (1:16-17) 
○ Since verse 16 starts with “for” look to vs. 15. 
○ (1:15-16) So I am eager to preach the good news to you also who are in 

Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for 
salvation to everyone who believes. 

■ David Guzik notes, “This reveals Paul’s heart. In a sophisticated 
city like Rome, some might be embarrassed by a gospel centered 
on a crucified Jewish Savior and embraced by the lowest classes of 
people – but Paul is not ashamed.” 

■ Today, many who disagree with our faith are quick to point out just 
how unsophisticated we are.  

● It’s an incredible con job when you think about it, to believe 
something now in exchange for something after death. Even 
corporations with their reward systems don’t try to make it 
posthumous. — Gloria Steinem 

○ Paul had to preach a message that most wouldn’t believe, and would 
insult him, jail him, and eventually kill him.  And he was not ashamed to do 
so because the gospel IS God’s power for salvation (1:16). 

○ (1:16) It is God’s power [dýnamis] to everyone who believes  
■ First [próton] to the Jew (they were given the Messiah and rejected 

Him. 
■ And also [té] “and both” to the Greek (all those in the Greek culture, 

including many Jews). 
○ (1:17) For in it God’s righteousness [dikaiosýnē] “divine approval”, “judicial 

approval” is revealed [apokaluptó] from faith to faith. 
■ From faith to faith (by faith from first to last) 

○ (1:17) Just as it is written:  The righteous will live by faith. 
■ Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4 here. 



 

■ Remember that righteous here is “divine approval”.  This is 
something that is not available outside of a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

○ After discussing God’s righteousness revealed, Paul then turns to the 
inverse effect as well, which is that God’s wrath is also revealed. 

● WRATH REVEALED (1:18-25) 
○ (1:18) For God’s wrath [orgḗ] is revealed [apokalýptō] from heaven against 

all godlessness [asébeia] and unrighteousness [adikía] of people 
[ánthrōpos] who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

■ HELPS Word Studies: ["Orgē comes from the verb oragō meaning, 
'to teem, to swell'; and thus implies that it is not a sudden outburst, 
but rather (referring to God's) fixed, controlled, passionate feeling 
against sin . . . a settled indignation (so Hendriksen)" (D. E. Hiebert, 
at 1 Thes 1:10).] 

■ [asébeia]:  impiety, irreverence, wickedness (man’s sins against 
God) 

■ [adikía]:  the opposite of justice (man’s sins against man) 
■ [ánthrōpos] Mankind, men and women. 

○ (1:19) Since what can be known about God is evident among them, 
because God has shown it to them. 

■ General revelation:  Knowledge about God discovered through 
natural means. 

○ (1:20) For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power [dýnamis] and 
divine nature [theiótēs], have been clearly seen since the creation of the 
world, being understood through what He has made. 

■ Literally everything in nature points to God who made it. 
■ If you want to witness His power, look to the things He has made. 

○ (1:20) As a result, people are without excuse. 
■ There is no, “I didn’t know”.  
■ Destiny of the unevangelized.  Even if nobody has ever told them 

about God, they had general revelation pointing to Him. 
○ (1:21) For though they knew [ginṓskō] God, they did not glorify [doksázō] 

Him as God or show gratitude.  Instead, their thinking (reasoning) 
became nonsense (aimless, foolish, pointless), and their senseless 
(without understanding) minds [kardía] (foolish heart, KJV) were 
darkened. 

■ [ginṓskō] To know through experience. 
■ [doksázō] HELPS Word Studies:  "Glorifying (1392 /doksázō) God" 

means valuing Him for who He really is. For example, "giving 



 

(ascribing) glory to God" personally acknowledges God in His true 
character (essence). 

■ [kardía]:  HELPS Word Studies [Heart (2588 /kardía) is mentioned 
over 800 times in Scripture, but never referring to the literal physical 
pump that drives the blood. That is, "heart" is only used figuratively 
(both in the OT and NT.] 

○ (1:22-23) Claiming to be wise [sophos], they became fools [mōraínō] and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. 

■ [sophos] skilled, wise, educated. 
○ (1:24) Therefore (for this reason), God delivered them over in the 

cravings (lust) of their hearts to sexual impurity [akatharsía], so that their 
bodies were degraded among themselves. 

■ [akatharsía]:  Uncleanness. 
■ Guzik:  In His righteous wrath and judgment, God gives man up to 

the sin our evil hearts desire, allowing us to experience the 
self-destructive result of sin. 

■ Guzik also notes:  We make a mistake when we think that it is 
God’s mercy or kindness that allows man to continue in sin. It is 
actually His wrath that allows us to go on destroying ourselves with 
sin. 

○ (1:25) They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and 
served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. 
Amen. 

■ There is a lot of “nature worship” today.  Also a lot of idolatry 
related to things and even ideas. 

○ Paul has mentioned that God’s righteousness is revealed, and by 
extension, also His wrath, which we are not as fond of recognizing.  He 
also feels compelled to point out the obvious results of rejecting Christ. 

● RESULTS OF REJECTION (1:26-32) 
○ (1:26-27) This is why God delivered them over to degrading 

(dishonorable) passions. For even their females exchanged natural 
[physikós] sexual relations for unnatural ones.  The males in the same 
way also left natural relations with females and were inflamed in their lust 
for one another.  Males committed shameless [asxēmosýnē] acts with 
males and received in their own persons the appropriate penalty of their 
error. 

■ [physikós] Natural; according to nature. 



 

■ [asxēmosýnē]:  improper behavior that fails to fulfill the needed 
purpose (lacking what is fitting or proper).  

■ Error:  A departure from what God says is true, resulting in a 
wandering into sin. 

■ “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than 
you want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.” Ravi 
Zacharias. 

○ (1:28) And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, 
God delivered them over to a worthless mind to do what is morally wrong. 

■ The reverse is also true:  For God has not given us a spirit of 
fearfulness, but one of power, love, and sound judgment. (2 Tim 
1:7) 

○ (1:29-31) They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and 
wickedness.  They are full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. 
They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, and arrogant, proud, boastful, 
inventors of evil,disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, 
unloving, and unmerciful. 

■ Paul lists about every sin there is.  When people reject God, these 
sins just come naturally to them.  

○ (1:32) Although they know full well [epiginṓskō] God’s just sentence--that 
those who practice such things deserve to die--they not only do them, but 
even applaud others who practice them. 

■ [epiginṓskō]:  Know through experience. 
■ “Those who practice such things deserve to die”:  

● Note the list of sins.  By definition, all of us deserve God’s 
wrath. 

○ In his 1741 Sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”, Jonathan 
Edwards noted, “The observation from the words that I would now insist 
upon is this.—“There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one 
moment out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God.”—By the mere pleasure 
of God, I mean his sovereign pleasure, his arbitrary will, restrained by no 
obligation, hindered by no manner of difficulty, any more than if nothing 
else but God’s mere will had in the least degree, or in any respect 
whatsoever, any hand in the preservation of wicked men one moment.” 

○ (1:32) Applaud others who practice them:  The lost naturally applaud 
those who commit these sins.   Unfortunately, many “believers” applaud 
people who do these things as well. 

■ PCUSA, and some other mainline denominations, ordains 
unrepentant homosexual clergy. 



 

■ There are envy, quarrels, deceit and malice within churches. 
■ Believers often engage in gossip and slander.  

● “Make this guy famous” Facebook posts. 
■ Arrogant, proud, boastful 

● Do you see someone’s behavior as acceptable because they 
are on the same side of the aisle politically as you? 

● Undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, and unmerciful. 
● If you are embracing any of these characteristics in your life, 

I urge you to repent! 
■ (John 4) When Jesus encountered the woman at the well, He did 

not applaud her life choices.  He met her where she was, told her 
about her sins, and called her to repentance. 

○ Unfortunately, we have been watching the world around us devolve 
deeper and deeper into sin, and felt helpless to do anything about it. 
Think how Paul must have felt about the first-century Roman empire!  Yet 
he proclaimed the truth to them boldly, at the eventual cost of his life. 

● CONCLUSION:  We have a difficult choice to make.  Either we can oppose this 
world and its wisdom, and identify ourselves with the Christ who was the sacrifice 
who took away our sins.  Or, we can identify with this world, chase after its false 
illusions of peace, prosperity and happiness.  We can reject that which we see 
others around us falling prey to, or we can fall prey to the same things.  Who will 
not be ashamed to reject the world and follow Christ today? 


