
 

Morality Is Not the Solution                                                                    January 28, 2018 
Romans 2:1-16 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Who was the worst man who ever lived?  Moses.  He broke all ten 
commandments at once!  Have you ever noticed that we tend to judge others by our 
own standards of behavior?   If you don’t believe that this is true, let someone serve you 
unsweetened tea.  Or mayonnaise that isn’t Duke’s.  Or get in line behind the guy in 
Wawa buying a 40 at 9am on Sunday.  

● SAME SIN (2:1-3) 
○ (2:1) Therefore--in light of these things mentioned in chapter 1. 
○ (2:1) Any one of you who judges is without excuse 

■ It’s easy to feel a moral superiority looking at the list in chapter 1, 
but if you look at the list, you’re bound to find something in there 
that you have been guilty of. 

○ (2:1) You condemn yourself, since you, the judge, do the same things. 
■ Nathan confronts David (2 Sam 12:1-10) 
■ Matthew 23:  Jesus confronts the Pharisees, pointing out their 

hypocrisy. 
○ (2:2) We know that God’s judgment on those who do such things is based 

on the truth. 
■ His is the only perfect and true standard. 

○ (2:3) Do you really think--anyone of  you  who judges those who do such 
things yet do the same--that  you  will escape God’s judgment? 

■ We think of the Ten Commandments as individual, but they are all 
parts of ONE law.  

■ Jesus points out in Matthew 5:19, “Therefore, whoever breaks one 
of the least of these commands and teaches people to do so will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven.” 

○ Paul is reminding people that we are all without excuse, because we all 
have sinned.  He’ll make this point further in 3:23, “For all have sinned, 
and fall short of the glory of God.”  Nobody has earned their salvation! 
Without the grace of God, we all face the same sentence. 

● SAME SENTENCE (2:4-10) 
○ (2:4) Or do you despise the riches of His kindness, restraint, and patience, 

not recognizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 
repentance? 

■ Kindness (goodness, KJV):  He has not destroyed us for our past 
sins. 



 

■ Restraint (forbearance, KJV):  He continues, in His mercy, to 
tolerate us, even though we still sin and do not get it right. 

■ Patience (longsuffering, KJV):  God’s kindness knowing that we will 
mess us again.  

■ Do not mistake God’s kindness for weakness. 
■ (2 Peter 3:8-9) Dear friends, don’t let this one thing escape you: 

With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years like one day.  The Lord does not delay His promise, as some 
understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish 
but all to come to repentance. 

● Do not use this verse to try to prove that seven days of 
creation were not seven literal days.  The point Peter is 
making, Paul also made.  God is delaying judgment giving 
people a chance to repent and come to Him. 

○ (2:5) But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart you are storing 
up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment 
is revealed. 

■ Hardness and unrepentant heart:  A refusal to turn from your sins. 
■ Storing up wrath:  God’s measured righteous anger against ALL 

sin. 
● The moralist thinks he treasures up merit with God as he 

condemns the “sinners” around him. Actually, he only 
treasures up the wrath of God. “Just as men add to their 
treasure of wealth, so dost thou add to the treasures of 
punishment.” (Poole) 

■ When God’s righteous judgment is revealed. 
● God’s righteousness has already been revealed (1:17) 
● God’s wrath has also been revealed (1:18) 
● His righteous judgment comes when you reach this end of 

your life still bearing your sins, instead of having turned away 
from them to follow Christ. 

○ (2:6) He will repay each one according to his works 
■ (2:7) Eternal life to those who by persistence in doing good seek 

glory, honor, and immortality, 
● (Matthew 24:13) But the one who endures to the end will be 

delivered. 
● [doxa] The glory of God. 
● Honor:  Not personal honor, but living an honorable life. 



 

■ (2:8) But wrath and indignation to those who are self-seeking and 
disobey the truth but are obeying unrighteousness. 

● (Psalm 25:3) No one who waits for You will be disgraced; 
those who act treacherously without cause will be disgraced. 

● Obeying unrighteousness:  Remember, you either serve God 
or you serve Satan.  There is no middle road. 

■ (2:9) Affliction and distress for every human being who does evil, 
first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 

● The Jews were first in line for the gospel (1:16), and first in 
line for rewards (2:10).  They are also first in line for 
judgment. 

■ (2:10) But glory, honor, and peace for everyone who does what is 
good, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 

● In Chapter 3, Paul will point out that nobody actually does 
what is good.  So we are incapable of having our own 
righteousness; we must rely on Christ’s righteousness. 

○ (2:11) There is no favoritism (respect of persons, KJV) with God. 
■ God does not overlook our sins while holding the sins of others 

over their heads.  We are not held to our standards, or the 
standards of others, but God’s own perfect and true standard. 

● SAME STANDARD (2:12-16) 
○ (2:12) All those who sinned without the law will also perish without the law 

will also perish without the law, and all those who sinned under the law will 
be judged by the law. 

■ God’s standard of righteousness was the same before the book of 
Exodus as after. 

■ The Law simply wrote down the standard of behavior, but of course 
it is still virtually impossible for men to follow. 

○ (2:13) For the hearers of the law are not righteous before God, but the 
doers of the law will be declared righteous. 

■ Sitting in church listening to preaching does not make you a 
Christian any more than sitting in a garage makes you a Cadillac. 

■ Trusting in the Lord and obeying His commands is essential for 
righteousness. 

○ (2:14) So, when the Gentiles, who do not have the law, instinctively do 
what the law demands, they are a law to themselves even though they do 
not have the law. 



 

■ This points out, again, that there is no excuse.  Even those who 
have never heard the law instinctively obey some of it.  Even they 
judge each other by behavioral standards that they know. 

○ (2:15) They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts.  Their 
consciences confirm this. 

■ Remember that everyone was created in the image of God.  The 
conscience is the Word written in our hearts. 

○ (2:15) Their competing thoughts will either accuse them or excuse them. 
■ Whether they choose to acknowledge God. 

○ (2:16) On the day when God judges what people have kept secret, 
according to my gospel through Christ Jesus. 

■ God knows those sins that you think you have hidden.  Those 
things that you think you have gotten away with. 

● We will all face judgment.  Those who have rejected Christ will face an eternity in 
hell for their rejection of Him.  Those who have accepted Him will have our works 
judged, whether good or bad, and we will be rewarded accordingly.  We will all 
face God at some point.  At that time, we can either hear, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter into your Master’s reward.” OR we can hear, “Depart from 
me, I never knew you.”  There is nothing that we can do to earn our place in 
heaven.  All we can do is accept what Jesus has done for us.  Who will accept 
Him today? 


