
 

Not To Brag….                                                                                      February 25, 2018 
Romans 3:27-4:25 
 
INTRODUCTION:  On Wednesday this week, the Reverend Billy Graham went home to 
be with the Lord at the age of 99.  He is estimated to have preached to 215 million 
people worldwide.  His preaching resulted in millions of decisions for Christ, and his 
legacy continues through his organization and the ministries of his children.  He has met 
with every U. S. President since Harry Truman.  Think of his impact for Christ in the last 
century, and it is astonishing.  So surely, if anyone in modern history deserved to stand 
in front of the Lord confidently, it is him.  And yet, Billy Graham would be the first to 
acknowledge that he had something in common with each of us, which is, that he was 
not good enough to go to heaven.  He, like the rest of us, was a sinner saved by grace, 
through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  Billy Graham was simply a believer in 
Christ who was obedient to the call of Christ on his life.  Therefore, even he, has no 
place to brag. 

Paul has spent most of the first three chapters discussing that the Jews and the 
Gentiles were equal in their sin.  This had to sting the Jews, who just KNEW that they 
were superior.  After all, they had the law, they had the prophets.  They were God’s 
CHOSEN PEOPLE!  They thought that they had every reason to boast.  Paul had to 
point out the folly in their thought that the law could save.  Today, we will look as Paul 
points out that even their heroes in the faith have nothing to brag about before God.  We 
will examine Paul’s argument that there is ONLY ONE GOD, and ONLY ONE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

● ONLY ONE GOD 
○ (3:27-28) Where then is boasting?  It is excluded.  By what kind of law? 

By one of works? No, on the contrary, by a law of faith. For we conclude 
that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 

■ In reference to his previous argument (3:21-26) that righteousness 
is equally available to Jews and Gentiles through Christ. 

■ Works are excluded, because they are never the basis of salvation. 
● (Isa 64:6) For all of us have become like one who is unclean, 

And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment. 
● Our works can never be good enough! 

○ (3:29-30) Or is God for Jews only?  Is He not also for Gentiles?  Yes, for 
Gentiles too, since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by 
faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 

■ Since the time of the exile, Jews would never allow for the thought 
of more that one God.  

■ Since there is only one God, there is only one means for salvation. 



 

■ Remember that Paul has previously pointed out that their 
circumcision is only a sign, and not necessarily representative of 
what’s in their hearts. 

○ (3:31) Do we then cancel the law through faith?  Absolutely not!  On the 
contrary, we uphold the law. 

■ (Matt. 5:18) For I assure you: Until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will pass from the law 
until all things are accomplished.  

■ Jesus did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it. 
■ Obedience to the law does not result in salvation.  Obedience in the 

law is the result of a heart that submits fully to the divine authority 
of God. 

○ Paul has made the point that the law is not capable of salvation.  He is not 
minimizing its importance, but pointing out that obedience to the law is a 
sign of faith.  We are not capable of manufacturing our own righteousness, 
because there is only one righteousness. 

● ONLY ONE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
○ Paul takes a look at two of their fathers in the faith, Abraham and David, 

although primarily Abraham, to demonstrate that even though the Jews 
had the law and the prophets, righteousness was not available through the 
law, but had always been available without the law! 

○ (4:1-5) Abraham did not have his own righteousness. 
■ (4:2-3) If Abraham was justified by works, he has something to brag 

about--but not before God.  For what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him for 
righteousness.” 

● Paul quotes Gen 15:6. 
● Even their father Abraham’s works were not good enough. 

But his trust in God was. 
■ (4:4-5) Now to the one who works, pay is not considered a gift, but 

as something owed.  But to the one who does not work, but 
believes on Him who declares the ungodly to be righteous, his faith 
is credited for righteousness. 

● God OWES us nothing! 
● God GRACIOUSLY GIVES us righteousness.  He declares 

us to be righteous. 
○ (4:6-8) David did not have his own righteousness. 

■ (4:6) Likewise, David also speaks of the blessing of the man God 
credits righteousness to apart from works: 



 

● David also could not earn his righteousness. 
■ (4:7-8) How joyful are those whose lawless acts are forgiven and 

whose sins are covered!  How joyful is the man the Lord will never 
charge with sin! 

● Paul quotes Psalm 32:1-2 
● He is speaking of forgiveness that was given, not earned. 

Was God giving this forgiveness as the result of who they 
were?  Absolutely not!  Who is this righteousness for? 

■ (4:9-10) Is this blessing only for the circumcised then?  Or is it also 
for the uncircumcised?  For we say, “Faith was credited to Abraham 
for righteousness.  In what way then was it credited--while he was 
circumcised, or uncircumcised?  Not while he was circumcised, but 
uncircumcised. 

● Paul rightly points out that Abraham believed God (and was 
counted righteous) long before he was circumcised at the 
age of 99.  Therefore, circumcision could not be the 
mechanism by which God grants righteousness. 

■ (4:11-12) And he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while still uncircumcised. This 
was to make him the fathers of all who believe but are not 
circumcised, so that righteousness may be credited to them also. 
And he became the father of the circumcised, who are not only 
circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith our 
father Abraham had while he was still uncircumcised. 

● Paul notes that Abraham was not just their father in the faith, 
but ours as well! 

● Surely this was shocking to their pride! 
○ FAITH HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE ONLY WAY TO RECEIVE THE 

PROMISE OF GOD. 
■ (4:13) For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he 

would inherit the world was not through the law, but through the 
righteousness that comes by faith. 

● Abraham was 400 years before the law. 
● Righteousness was granted to him by faith. 

○ (4:14-15) If those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made empty and 
the promise is cancelled.  For the law produces wrath.  And where there is 
no law, there is no transgression. 

■ The law exists to point out our own disobedience and unworthiness. 



 

○ (4:16)This is why the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to 
grace, to guarantee it to all the descendants — not only to those who are 
of the law but also to those who are of Abraham’s faith. He is the father of 
us all (17)in God’s sight. 

■ If we are of the faith, we are children of Abraham. 
○ (4:17-18) As it is written: I have made you the father of many nations. He 

believed in God, who gives life to the dead and calls things into existence 
that do not exist. He believed, hoping against hope, so that he became the 
father of many nations according to what had been spoken: So will your 
descendants be. 

■ Abraham was 99 years old, without an heir, and was being told by 
God that he would be the father of many nations.  Think of how 
difficult that is to believe, and yet he did.  His trust in God was 
strong, that he believed, in spite of evidence to the contrary. 

○ (4:19-21)  He considered his own body to be already dead (since he was 
about 100 years old) and also considered the deadness of Sarah’s womb, 
without weakening in the faith. He did not waver in unbelief at God’s 
promise but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, because 
he was fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to 
perform. 

■ Abraham did not ignore the evidence in front of him.  He simply 
believed that the God who created the earth and everything in it 
was sovereign and in control enough to deliver what He promised. 

■ Are we convinced that what God has promised, He is able to 
perform? 

○ (4:22-25) Therefore, it was credited to him for righteousness.  Now it was 
credited to him was not written for Abraham alone, but also for us.  It will 
be credited to us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead.  He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification. 

■ Paul is appealing to the Jews to look to the faith that established 
their nation and realize that this was a gift of God, and not at all 
contingent on their own works, which would always fall short. 

■ Abraham was asked to believe, at age 99, that he and his 100 year 
old wife would have a son.  He did not waver in his belief, because 
he knew that God was able to do it. 

■ We are asked to believe that God worked through a virgin to bring 
forth His Son, in human form, who was able to live completely 
without sin, yet be executed as the payment for our sins, die, be 



 

buried, and that three days after His death, God raised Him from 
the dead.  No more possible than a 100 year old woman giving 
birth. 

● CONCLUSION:  If we accept that God is able to do this, we must also accept His 
authority.  This is what gives most people trouble.  They want God’s blessing, but 
not his rule over their lives.  If Jesus was willing to suffer, bleed, and die for our 
sins, shouldn’t we be willing to give up our own desires for Him!  If there are 
things in your life that you have not surrendered to the authority of Christ, I urge 
you to do that today! 


