
 

After the Verdict                                                                                           March 4, 2018 
Romans 5:1-5 
 
INTRODUCTION:  On March 3, 1991, Rodney King led LAPD officers on a high speed 
chase through Los Angeles County.  When he was caught, he was severely beaten by 
four officers, while 17 others looked on and did nothing. How do we know this? 
Because George Holliday videotaped the beating from his apartment balcony.  A grand 
jury refused to indict the 17 onlookers.  The four officers who actually beat King, 
resulting in 11 fractures and other injuries were tried, and over a year after the beating, 
they were acquitted.  This led to rioting that resulted in damage or destruction of over 
1000 buildings, over one billion dollars in property damage and loss, 63 dead, and over 
2800 wounded.  The officers would later face federal charges for violating King’s civil 
rights, but the damage had already been done. 

As a general rule, people do not like to see a crime go unpunished, unless it is 
their own, in which case, any excuse will do.  The fact is, rarely do we see ourselves in 
the place of the offender.  But we are.  And as Paul has reminded us in Romans 1:20, 
we are all without excuse.  He has also pointed out the punishment that we deserve in 
chapter 2.  However, God, in His mercy has provided a way for us to receive the “not 
guilty verdict”, through the sacrifice of His Son our Lord Jesus Christ.  Today, we will 
look at the results of our receiving the “not-guilty verdict” that we do not deserve.  I have 
seven points that we will run through quickly, as we look at the benefits of our declared 
righteousness. 

1. PEACE  
a. (5:1) Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have 

peace  with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
i. “Declared righteous” [dikaióō, Strong’s 1344].  Approved, in a legal 

sense. 
1. In spite of our guilt according to Chapter 3. 

ii. “By faith”:  Faith is always given by God, different from the human 
act of believing. 

iii. “Peace”:  properly, wholeness.  (Ex. reconciliation after war) 
1. (Eph. 2:14) For He is our peace, who made both groups one 

and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. 
iv. The righteousness that God gives us is ONLY “through our Lord 

Jesus Christ”. 
1. (John 14:6) Jesus told him,  “I am the way, the truth, and the 

life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
2. ACCESS  



 

a. (5:2) We have also obtained access through Him by faith into this grace in 
which we stand. 

i. “Access”:  [prosagōgḗ, Strong’s 4318] with intimate interaction. 
1. We have an audience with the King of kings. 

ii. “By faith”:  Again, Paul reminds us that this is only available 
because of faith. 

iii. “Grace” [xáris, Strong’s 5485]:  Unmerited favor! 
iv. “In which we stand”:  Our position, or appointment. 

3. REJOICING  
a. (5:2) And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

i. “Rejoice” [kauxáomai, Strong’s 2744]:  Boast 
1. properly, living with "head up high," i.e. boasting from a 

particular vantage point by having the right base of operation 
to deal successfully with a matter.  Living with God-given 
confidence. (HELPS Word Studies) 

2. Same word used in (1 Cor. 1:31) “The one who boasts must 
boast in the Lord” 

ii. “Hope” [elpís, Strong’s 1680] “Expectation of what is certain” 
(HELPS Word Studies) 

1. Our common use of hope is much less certain than the word 
used here. 

4. ENDURANCE 
a. (5:3) And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions (tribulations, 

KJV), because we know that affliction produces endurance. 
i. Same Greek word as the previous “rejoice” meaning boast. 

1. (Acts 5:41) After they called in the apostles and had them 
flogged, they ordered them not to speak in the name of 
Jesus and released them.  Then they went out from the 
presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to be dishonored on behalf of the Name. 

ii. (2 Cor. 4:17) For our momentary light affliction is producing for us 
an absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory. 

1. We must realize that all the afflictions of this earth are 
temporary. 

iii. These afflictions produce endurance. 
1. One does not run a marathon without enduring a lot of pain 

to train for it. 



 

2. (James 1:2-3) Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever 
you experience various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance. 

iv. BEWARE OF ANY GOSPEL WHICH PROMISES AN EASY LIFE.  
1. We CANNOT learn to endure without facing hardships. 

5. PROVEN CHARACTER 
a. (5:4) Endurance produces proven character. 
b. How does someone build trust?  By consistently demonstrating 

trustworthiness.  Proven character is developed by living faithfully in daily 
life.  If someone is honest 90% of the time, are you going to buy a car from 
them? 

6. HOPE 
a. (5:4) Proven character produces hope. 

i. Hope:  From the same word as in verse 2.  Again, this word implies 
certainty. 

b. (Col. 1:24-29) Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and I am completing 
in my flesh what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for His body, that is, the 
church. I have become its servant, according to God’s administration that 
was given to me for you, to make God’s message fully known, the mystery 
hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to His saints. God 
wanted to make known among the Gentiles the glorious wealth of this 
mystery, which is  Christ in you, the hope of glory . We proclaim Him, 
warning and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. I labor for this, striving with His strength that 
works powerfully in me. 

7. HOLY SPIRIT 
a. (5:5) This hope will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 

poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
i. How can this hope not disappoint?  Because God has poured His 

love into us.  
1. There is nothing more certain in the universe than God’s 

love. 
b. (John 14:25-26) “I have spoken these things to you while I remain with 

you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit — the Father will send Him in My 
name — will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told 
you. 

c. We receive the Holy Spirit in us when we are declared righteous through 
God-given faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior. 



 

8. SO WHAT?  When we come to a place where we realize that we cannot earn our 
righteousness, but that it is freely given through faith in Christ, we are in a 
position to start a life that has the benefits of PEACE, ACCESS, REJOICING, 
ENDURANCE, PROVEN CHARACTER, and HOPE as the result of the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Who is ready to have these benefits in their life 
today? 


