
 

Rejection and Reconciliation                                                                      March 11, 2018 
Romans 5:6-21 
 
INTRODUCTION:  In the Greek legend of Damon and Pythias, Pythias was accused of 
plotting against the tyrannical ruler Dionysius, and sentenced to death.  He asked to be 
allowed to go home and set his affairs in order and say goodbye to his family. 
Dionysius, of course denied his request, until Pythias’s friend Damon offered to be held 
in his place.  Dionysius agreed, on the condition that Damon would be put to death if 
Pythias did not return at the appointed time.  Damon agreed, and Pythias was released. 
Dionysius was astonished when Pythias returned, and let both men go.  

When we were given this story to read in school, it was presented as a great 
story of friendship, and it is.  But, if we think about it, we realize that this deep friendship 
was the basis for their willingness to die for each other.  There is no sense that either 
was willing to die for an enemy.  In fact, one does not usually find in literature, or 
elsewhere, someone willing to die for an enemy.  Why is that?  Because if I am going to 
sacrifice my life, I probably have some sense that the person in some way deserves for 
me to sacrifice my life for them.  Fortunately, this was not the thought process of Jesus 
when He died on the cross.  Today, we are going to see that (1) CHRIST DIED FOR US 
WHILE WE WERE HIS ENEMY, that (2) WE WERE BORN AS THE ENEMY, (3) WE 
CONFIRMED OUR PLACE AS THE ENEMY, but that (4) CHRIST DIED FOR US 
ANYWAY, and finally, that (5) CHRIST’S SACRIFICE IS ENOUGH. 
 

1. CHRIST DIED FOR US WHILE WE WERE HIS ENEMY. 
a. (5:6) For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ 

died for the ungodly. 
b. Helpless [asthenḗs, Strong’s 772]: weak, physically or morally. 

i. Paul has demonstrated in the first 2 ½ chapters of the book that this 
refers to all of us. 

c. Appointed moment:  The exact right time in history. 
i. (Galatians 4:4, KJV) But when the fulness of the time was come, 

God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
ii. The first-century Roman Empire provided the perfect opportunity for 

the life and sacrifice of Christ, and the early spread of the gospel. 
d. Ungodly [asebḗs, Strong’s 765]:  Without due respect, impious. 
e. (5:7) For rarely will someone die for a just person--though for a good 

person perhaps someone might even dare to die. 
i. There will occasionally be the guy who jumps on a grenade, but it’s 

usually for people he cares about. 



 

f. (5:8) But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us! 

i. Sinners [hamartōlós, Strong’s 268]:  Still sinning! 
g. (5:10) For is, while we were  enemies,  we were reconciled to God… 

i. Enemies [exthrós, Strong’s 2190]:  someone openly hostile (at 
enmity), animated by deep-seated hatred (HELPS Word Studies) 

h. Paul shows that not only did Christ die for us  while we were His enemy, 
but he also shows that we were born as the enemy. 

2. WE WERE BORN AS THE ENEMY 
a. (5:12) Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and 

death through sin, in this way, death spread to all men, because all sinned. 
i. (Gen. 3:6-7) Then the woman saw that the tree was good for food 

and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining 
wisdom.  So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.   Then  the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 

1. Adam brought sin and death to mankind. 
2. (Gen. 2:16) And the Lord God commanded the man, “You 

are free to eat from any tree of the garden, but you must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on 
the day you eat from it, you will certainly die.” 

ii. The first murder happened in the next generation (Gen. 4) 
iii. (Guzik) Since death and sin are connected, we can know that all 

men are sinners – because all are subject to death. A sinless man 
is not subject to death, but since every person is subject to death – 
even the smallest baby – it proves that all [mankind] sinned in 
Adam. 

iv. David recognized this principle (Ps. 51:5) Indeed, I was guilty when 
I was born; I was sinful when my mother conceived me. 

b. So, we are left to conclude that CHRIST DIED FOR US WHILE WE 
WERE HIS ENEMY, and that WE WERE BORN AS HIS ENEMY.  But we 
also must realize that each of us CONFIRMED OUR PLACE AS THE 
ENEMY. 

3. WE CONFIRMED OUR PLACE AS THE ENEMY 
a. We all stood condemned because we were born into sin.  “Not by our own 

act, but implicitly in Adam’s transgression” (Ellicott). 



 

b. BUT  at some point, each of us confirmed our identity with Adam’s sin. 
Every one of us, whether intentionally or not, committed our first sin.  At 
that time, we identified ourselves with Adam’s sin, or we ratified his sin in 
our lives. 

c. (5:12) In this way, death spread to all men, because all sinned. 
d. “This isn’t fair!”  We cannot logically accept that Christ redeemed ALL 

through His sacrifice if we don’t accept that Adam condemned ALL by his 
selfish act. 

i. Aren’t we without sin until we break the law?  NO!  (5:13) In fact, sin 
was in the world before the law, but sin is not charged to a person’s 
account when there is no law. 

1. The law was too late to prevent sin and death and it is too 
weak to save from sin and death. 

ii. (5:14) Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam’s transgression.  He 
is a prototype of the Coming One. 

1. Both Adam and Jesus were completely sinless from the 
beginning, and both of them did things that had 
consequences for all mankind--Guzik 

4. CHRIST DIED FOR US ANYWAY 
a. (5:10-11) For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 

through the death of His Son, then how much more, having been 
reconciled, will we be saved by His life!  And not only that, but we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have now received this 
reconciliation through Him. 

i. Jesus knew that we were His enemies.  He also knew that His 
death was the only means of reconciliation.  

ii. (Matt. 26:27-28) Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He 
gave it to them and said, “Drink from it, all of you.  For this is My 
blood that establishes the covenant; it is shed for the many for the 
forgiveness of sins.” 

b. So, we know that CHRIST DIED FOR US WHILE WE WERE HIS ENEMY, 
that WE WERE BORN AS HIS ENEMY, we each CONFIRMED OUR 
PLACE AS THE ENEMY, and that CHRIST DIED FOR US ANYWAY.  But 
what good is a sacrifice if it is not good enough.  Fortunately, CHRIST’S 
SACRIFICE IS ENOUGH. 

5. CHRIST’S SACRIFICE IS ENOUGH 
a. Just as one man’s (Adam) sin made all men sinners, one man’s (Christ) 

sacrifice is sufficient to make all men clean. 



 

i. (5:15) But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if by the one man’s 
trespass the many died, how much more have the grace of God the 
gift overflowed to the many by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ. 

b. One act of trespass condemned all men.  One act of obedience can save 
all men. 

i. (5:16) And the gift is not like the one man’s sin, because from one 
sin came the judgment, resulting in condemnation, but from many 
trespasses came the gift, resulting in justification. 

c. Adam committed the great initial trespass.  Christ accomplished the work 
of grace. 

i. (5:17) Since by the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that 
one man,  how much more  will those who receive the overflow of 
grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 
man, Jesus Christ.  

d. All mankind was affected by Adam’s sin.  All mankind can be redeemed by 
Christ. 

i. (5:18) So the, as through one trespass there is condemnation for 
everyone, so also through one righteous act there is life-giving 
justification for everyone. 

e. The effect of Adam’s sin was many more transgressions.  The effect of 
Christ’s sacrifice is the clearing away of transgressions. 

i. (5:19) For just as through one man’s disobedience, the many were 
made sinners, so also through the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 

f. The ultimate effect of Adam’s transgression was  death .  The ultimate 
effect of Christ’s sacrifice is  life . 

i. (5:20-21) The law came along to multiply the trespass.  But where 
sin multiplied, grace multiplied even more so that, just as sin 
reigned in death, so also grace will reign through righteousness, 
resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

6. SO WHAT?  We must set aside our thoughts that we are good people.  The Bible 
tells us that we are all sinners from birth, as the result of Adam’s sin.  Each of us 
at some point has proven this to be true in our lives by committing our own sins. 
We are not good people.  We are sinners, in need of a Savior.  We are never 
capable of meeting God’s standard for righteousness.  Only Jesus Christ could 
do that, and He did.  Since sin, from the beginning of time, has always required a 
blood sacrifice as payment, Jesus became that payment for us.  We have a 



 

choice to make.  We can accept His payment on our behalf, or we can reject it 
and pay the penalty for ourselves.  Who will accept Him today? 

 


