
 

Don’t Live There Anymore                                                                      March 18, 2018 
Romans 6:1-14 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Sometimes a scripture will bring a song to mind, often because the 
song is based on the scripture.  Today’s passage brought to mind an old song that I 
remembered vaguely from the  Gaither Gospel Hour.  
 

Today, I went down to the place where I used to go 
Today, I saw the same old crowd I knew before 
And when they asked me what had happened, I tried to tell them, 
Thanks to Calvary, I don't come here anymore. (Bill Gaither?) 

 
 
Last week, we noticed that Paul inextricably linked sin with death, noting that Adam’s sin 
brought sin, and therefore death, to us all.  He also pointed out that through the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ at Calvary, grace was provided to us that would cover all our sins and 
remove the curse of death from us.  It’s important to remember that we were dead in our 
sin, but that Christ came to make life available.  We have to remember this to get the 
point of what Paul says at the beginning of Chapter 6.  Today, I am going to point out to 
you five truths that you need to listen to.  First, SIN IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE.  Second, SIN IS ESSENTIALLY WALKING IN DEATH.  Third, SIN IS 
DEFEATED AT THE CROSS.  Fourth, SIN ONLY HAS THE AUTHORITY ON YOUR 
LIFE THAT YOU GIVE IT.  And fifth, GRACE IS NOT A LICENSE TO SIN; IT IS 
VICTORY OVER SIN. 
 

1. SIN IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
a. (6:1-2) What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace 

may multiply? Absolutely not!  How can we who died to sin still live in it?  
i. Paul is answering a possible misunderstanding to what he just said 

in (5:20) “But where sin multiplied, grace multiplied even more”. 
ii. (Guzik) In the early part of the 20th century the Russian monk 

Grigory Rasputin taught and lived the idea of salvation through 
repeated experiences of sin and repentance. He believed that 
because those who sin the most require the most forgiveness, 
therefore a sinner who continues to sin without restraint enjoys 
more of God’s grace (when he repents for the moment) than the 
ordinary sinner. Therefore, Rasputin lived in notorious sin and 
taught that this was the way to salvation. This is an extreme 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjXp9AXAde4


 

example of the idea behind Paul’s question “Shall we continue in 
sin that grace may abound?“ 

iii. Paul’s response is simple.  If you have died to something, how can 
you still live in it.  

b. So, Paul demonstrates to us that sin is incompatible with the Christian life, 
and also that sin is essentially walking in death. 

2. SIN IS ESSENTIALLY WALKING IN DEATH 
a. (Eph 2:1-2, CSB) And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which 

you previously lived according to the ways of this world, according to the 
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the disobedient. 

b. (Col. 2:13, CSB) And when you were dead in trespasses and in the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, he made you alive with him and forgave us 
all our trespasses. 

c. In (5:17) Paul is reminding them that death reigns in all mankind because 
of sin. 

d. So, we know that before we encountered Christ, we were dead in our sins. 
Therefore, after encountering Christ, sin is completely incompatible with 
our experience of Christ, and continuing to sin is walking in the death in 
which you formerly walked.  But He also shows us that sin is defeated at 
the Cross. 

3. SIN IS DEFEATED AT THE CROSS 
a. (6:3) Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 
i. The immersion in baptism is a picture of the death and burial of the 

Christ.  When we are baptized, we demonstrate that we take His 
death onto ourselves. 

ii. (Col. 2:20) If you died with Christ to the elements of this world, why 
do you live as if you still belonged to the world?  

b. (6:4) Therefore, we were buried with Him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too may walk in a new way of life. 

i. The natural follow-on to death is burial.  
ii. Just as we identify with His death, and the resulting burial, when we 

are raised out of the water, we demonstrate His resurrection. 
iii. (J. D. Greear) “Don’t get so caught up in the crucifixion that you 

ignore the resurrection.” 
iv. “Raised to walk in newness of life!” 

c. (6:5) For if we have been joined with Him in the likeness of His death, we 
will certainly also be in the likeness of His resurrection. 



 

i. If you followed Christ INTO His death, you then follow Him INTO 
the resurrection!  The Father did not leave Him dead; He is not 
going to leave you dead. 

ii. Remember that SIN and DEATH have been linked since Adam, so 
if Christ demonstrated His victory over death, He has also proven 
His victory over sin! 

iii. In fact, Jesus proved his authority over sin while walking the earth. 
(Matt. 9:6) “But so you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins”--then He told the paralytic, “Get up, pick up 
your mat, and go home.” 

d. So, recognizing that SIN IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE CHRISTIAN 
LIFE, and that to continue to sin is to walk in the death in which we 
formerly walked, and recognizing that sin IS DEFEATED at the cross, it 
follows that SIN ONLY HAS THE AUTHORITY ON YOUR LIFE THAT 
YOU GIVE IT. 

4. SIN ONLY HAS THE AUTHORITY ON YOUR LIFE THAT YOU GIVE IT 
a. (6:6-7) For we know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that 

sin’s dominion over the body may be abolished so that we may no longer 
be enslaved to sin, since a person who has died is freed from sin’s claims. 

i. Paul is making a very important point here.  Before Christ, we were 
slaves to sin, with no way of being free, and mostly, unaware of our 
sinful state. 

ii. This is why moralism frustrates me so badly.  We want to hold 
people accountable to Christian standards of behavior when they 
haven’t met Christ, and in fact, are SLAVES TO SIN.  

iii. (1 Cor. 1:18) For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but it is God’s power to us who are being 
saved.” 

b. “Death is the only freedom a slave knows.  That is why he is not afraid of 
it.” (Spartacus, 1960) 

c. Slaves used to sit in our balconies here.  When they died, their masters no 
longer had any authority over them.  It is the same with us.  If we have 
died to sin, we have died to its authority over us. 

d. (6:8-9) Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
Him, because we know that Christ, having been raised from the dead, will 
not die again.  Death no longer rules over Him. 

i. By extension, if we died with Him and rose with Him, death (and by 
extension, sin) no longer rules over us. 



 

e. (6:10) For in light of the fact that He died, He died to sin once  for all;  but 
in light of the fact that He lives, He lives to God. 

i. He died  FOR ALL  as our representative. 
ii. Because of this, He lives to God! 

f. (6:11) So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 

i. If we accept His death as our payment, we must naturally live for 
God. 

g. (6:12) Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you obey 
its desires. 

i. If, as Paul has demonstrated, sin no longer has authority over us, 
then any authority that it exercises is given  BY US.  

ii. (Guzik) D. L. Moody used to speak of an old black woman in the 
South following the Civil War. Being a former slave, she was 
confused about her status and asked: “Now is I free, or been I not? 
When I go to my old master he says I ain’t free, and when I go to 
my own people they say I is, and I don’t know whether I’m free or 
not. Some people told me that Abraham Lincoln signed a 
proclamation, but master says he didn’t; he didn’t have any right 
to.” 

iii. Satan will do everything to convince you that you are not truly free! 
But scripture says that we are. 

h. (6:13) And do not offer any parts of it to sin as weapons for 
unrighteousness.  But as those who are alive from the dead, offer 
yourselves to God, and all the parts of yourselves to God as weapons for 
righteousness. 

i. You would not hand your enemy your gun to shoot you with! 
ii. When we offer the members of our body as instruments of sin, we 

are giving them to the enemy for use against us! 
iii. Do not offer your eyes to look upon things that are inappropriate. 

Do not offer your ears to listen to filth.  Do not offer your hands to 
touch what you should not.  Do not offer your feet to go where you 
should not.  Do not offer your mouth to say things that you should 
not. 

i. We have seen that SIN IS NOT COMPATIBLE WITH THE CHRISTIAN 
LIFE, that SIN IS ESSENTIALLY WALKING IN DEATH, that SIN IS 
DEFEATED AT THE CROSS, and that SIN ONLY HAS THE AUTHORITY 
OVER YOUR LIFE THAT YOU GIVE IT.   Now we sum it all up with the 



 

final point, which is that GRACE IS NOT A LICENSE TO SIN; IT IS 
VICTORY OVER SIN.  

5. GRACE IS NOT A LICENSE TO SIN; IT IS VICTORY OVER SIN 
a. (6:14) For sin will not rule over you, because you are not under law but 

under grace. 
i. This does not make the law invalid.  It makes the law fulfilled. 

1. (Matt. 5:17) Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law or 
the Prophets.  I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 

b. (Hebrews 10:26-31) For if we deliberately sin after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a 
terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire about to consume 
the adversaries. If anyone disregards Moses’ law, he dies without mercy, 
based on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much worse 
punishment do you think one will deserve who has trampled on the Son of 
God, regarded as profane the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know the One who has 
said, Vengeance belongs to Me, I will repay, and again, The Lord will 
judge His people. It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God! 

c. If you think that you can live this new life, while holding on to the sins of 
the old, you are sadly mistaken.  If you dance with the devil, you’re going 
to get burned! 

6. SO WHAT?  If we are professing believers in Christ, we must recognize that any 
SIN IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.  This is because if we are 
walking in newness of life, we CANNOT simultaneously walk in death, which is 
what sin is.  The cross has given us victory over sin, so WHY would you 
disregard this victory and allow a defeated enemy to rule over you.  Sin has no 
authority in our lives UNLESS we allow it.  If we allow sin to rule over us, and 
think that we have our fire insurance, we have a problem.  Grace is not a license 
to sin.  It is the victory over sin that gives us the freedom to live lives in light of 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  A truly new life in Christ puts into us 
the desire to live a life that is honoring to Him.  Anything that is not compatible 
with that needs to be put to death!  Who will put away the old self and commit to 
Christ today? 


