
 

Honor the King!                                                                                    March 25, 2018 
Mark 11:1-14 
 
INTRODUCTION: Welcome to Palm Sunday!  Today, we mark the beginning of the Holy 
Week, and we celebrate the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  Here, we see 
Jesus honored as no other time during His earthly life, and we know, from this side of 
history that it will be short-lived.  Today, we are going to look at the lessons that we can 
learn from the Palm Sunday story of the Triumphal Entry about how we can and should 
truly honor the King of Kings and Lord of lords.  Today, we will observe five points, which 
are that THE DISCIPLES BELIEVED AND OBEYED, THE OWNER OF THE DONKEY 
BELIEVED AND OBEYED, THE DONKEY BELIEVED AND OBEYED, THE PEOPLE 
BELIEVED AND HONORED THE LORD WITH THEIR POSSESSIONS, and that THE 
PEOPLE HONORED THE LORD WITH THEIR WORDS. 
 

1. THE DISCIPLES BELIEVED AND OBEYED 
a. (11:1-3) When they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany 

near the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples and told the, “Go 
into the village ahead of you.  As soon as you enter it, you will find a 
young donkey tied there, on which no one has ever sat.  Untie it and bring 
it here.  If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back right away.’” 

i. How did He know?  Was it pre-arranged, or divinely appointed, or 
simply omniscient knowledge? 

ii. This command is very specific.  He tells them where to go, what to 
get, and what to say. 

iii. “The Lord needs it” [kýrios, Strong’s 2962] 
b. (11:4) So the went and found a young donkey outside in the street, tied by 

a door.  They untied it… 
i. This is inherently risky.  Would they be accused of theft? 
ii. Would someone believe if they said, “The Lord needs it.”? 

c. The disciples followed the command of the Lord, and found that when they 
arrived, the young donkey was right there where they were told to go. 
They risked being thought thieves.  The Lord asks us to risk our reputation 
for His sake. 

i. (Matt 28:18-20) “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 



 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” 

d. As we continue with our passage, we see that not only did the disciples 
believe and obey, but apparently THE OWNER OF THE DONKEY (and 
maybe others) BELIEVED AND OBEYED. 

2. THE OWNER OF THE DONKEY BELIEVED AND OBEYED 
a. (11:5-6) And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you 

doing, untying the donkey?”  They answered them just as Jesus had said, 
so they let them go. 

i. The donkey’s presence MAY have been pre-arranged with the 
owner. 

1. It’s not important to believe it to be a miracle or not. 
ii. Either way, the owner or his representative submitted the donkey to 

the Lord’s use.  
iii. If they had not believed, they likely would have had the disciples 

arrested. 
b. The example here is that if we have something, it should be for the Lord’s 

use.  
3. THE DONKEY BELIEVED AND OBEYED 

a. (11:7) Then they brought the donkey to Jesus, and threw their robes on it, 
and He sat on it. 

i. This donkey had never been ridden.  Why did it not buck Him off? 
ii. Remember that the wind and the waves obeyed His voice. 

b. The donkey is a smarter than most humans in that regard.  We sin and 
rebel against the Lord.  The donkey simply obeyed his voice. 

i. (Mark 11:27-33) They came again to Jerusalem. As He was walking 
in the temple complex, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders 
came and asked Him, “By what authority are You doing these 
things? Who gave You this authority to do these things? ” Jesus 
said to them, “I will ask you one question; then answer Me, and I 
will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. Was John’s 
baptism from heaven or from men? Answer Me.”  They began to 
argue among themselves: “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, 
‘Then why didn’t you believe him? ’ But if we say, ‘From 
men’ ” — they were afraid of the crowd, because everyone thought 
that John was a genuine prophet. So they answered Jesus, “We 
don’t know.”  And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.” 

c. Jesus riding in on a donkey was the fulfilment of prophecy. 



 

i. (Zechariah 9:9) Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout in triumph, 
Daughter Jerusalem! Look, your King is coming to you; He is 
righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey. 

ii. Surely the donkey had no understanding of this.  Its role was simple 
obedience to its Creator! 

iii. It must also be notes that riding in on the donkey indicated peace. 
Our Lord did not ride in as a conqueror on a war-horse.  Instead, 
He rode in as a servant leader on a donkey. 

d. So far, we have seen that THE DISCIPLES BELIEVED AND OBEYED, 
THE OWNER OF THE DONKEY BELIEVED AND OBEYED, and THE 
DONKEY BELIEVED AND OBEYED.  Now we are about to see that a 
crowd of people not only believed, but they HONORED THE LORD. 

4. THE PEOPLE BELIEVED AND HONORED THE LORD WITH THEIR 
POSSESSIONS 

a. (11:7) Then they brought the donkey to Jesus and threw their robes on it, 
and He sat on it. 

i. That is, the unnamed disciples who brought the donkey to Jesus 
threw their robes on it, presumably for His comfort while riding. 

b. (11:8) Many people spread their robes on the road, and others spread 
leafy branches cut from the fields. 

i. “Many people”: (John 11:45)  Therefore, many of the Jews who 
came to Mary and saw what He did believed in Him. 

1. He had just raised Lazarus from the dead, proving His 
authority over death! 

2. (John 11:27) Martha, Mary’s sister, had proclaimed Him as 
the Messiah.  “Yes, Lord,” she told Him, “I believe You are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, who comes into the world.”  

3. The miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead was very 
public.  People knew that only ONE was capable of this. 

ii. “Spread their robes on the road, and others spread leafy branches” 
1. One must realize that at this time, clothing was not 

mass-produced.  It was hand-made and costly, and most 
people did not have a lot. 

2. The robes and the palm branches were a makeshift “red 
carpet” for their King.  They were counting their closest 
possessions as nothing, something to be walked on by the 
donkey that their King was riding. 



 

c. Do we honor the Lord with those things which are closest to us?  Those 
things which we cannot readily replace?  Not only did the people here 
BELIEVE and HONOR THE LORD WITH THEIR POSSESSIONS, but 
THEY ALSO HONORED THE LORD WITH THEIR WORDS. 

5. THE PEOPLE BELIEVED AND HONORED THE LORD WITH THEIR WORDS 
a. (11:9) Then those who went ahead and those who followed kept shouting. 

i. Some went ahead to proclaim the arrival of the King! 
ii. Some followed Him in a victory parade. 

b. (11:9) “Hosanna! He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed 
One.  The coming kingdom of our father David is blessed!  Hosanna in the 
highest heaven! 

i. Hosanna:  “Oh, save us now!  Please save us” 
ii. The people were well aware that He IS a ruler from the line of 

David. 
c. What a spectacle this must have been!  People in the streets, shouting 

praises to the Lord!  Worshipping Him with all they had! 
6. WHAT HAPPENED NEXT 

a. (11:11) And He went into Jerusalem and into the temple complex.  After 
looking around at everything, since it was already late, He went out to 
Bethany with the Twelve. 

b. He came in as a King, and went to inspect the Temple.  He would come in 
the next day and cleanse it.  In the meantime, He spent the time with 
those closest to Him, knowing that His death was near. 

7. SO WHAT?  
a. What can we learn from the story of Palm Sunday, as we go into the Holy 

Week?  We can take a look at our lives to see if we are truly honoring the 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  What part of our lives have we not offered 
to the One who came to save us?  Are we living in true worship of Him. 
Are we obeying His call, no matter what the cost?  Are we proclaiming His 
name in the streets?  Does everyone around us know who it is that we 
follow? 

b. Shortly after the Triumphal Entry, the same people who were so 
welcoming would turn on Him and demand His execution.  This was the 
price that had to be paid for us.  This was also the greatest victory ever! 
Death and sin no longer have reign over us if we surrender to the Lordship 
of Christ.  Who will surrender to Him today? 


