
 

Don’t Call it a Comeback (Call it a Resurrection)                                           April 1, 2018 
Luke 24:36-53                                                                                              Easter 11 AM 
 
INTRODUCTION: If you were at the Sonrise Service this morning, you heard me preach 
about Jesus’ appearance to the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  For this service, we 
are going to proceed to the scripture that immediately follows this account in Dr. Luke’s 
account of the gospel.  Verses 33-35 give us a little bit of a transition here, pointing out 
that the two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Cleopas and the unnamed one) 
immediately returned to Jerusalem to find the Eleven.  By this point according to verse 
34, he had already appeared to Simon, thus confirming the resurrection by more than 
two witnesses.  So, the Eleven (minus Thomas), plus some others hanging around, plus 
the two from Emmaus, were all gathered together when Jesus decided to appear to the 
group.  Today, we are going to see that JESUS CAME TO THEM, JESUS COMMUNED 
WITH THEM, JESUS COMMUNICATED WITH THEM, JESUS COMMISSIONED 
THEM, JESUS COMMANDED THEM, and then JESUS WAS CARRIED UP TO 
HEAVEN. 
 

1. JESUS CAME TO THEM 
a. (24:36-37) As they were saying these things, He Himself stood among 

them. He said to them, “Peace to you!”  But they were startled and terrified 
and thought they were seeing a ghost. 

i. The conversation in the room was, “He is resurrected!” 
ii. Apparently appearing inside a locked room scares people. 

b. (24:38-39) “Why are you troubled? ” He asked them. “And why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? Look at My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself! 
Touch Me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you can see I have.” 

i. He was physically, bodily, resurrected. 
ii. (24:40) Having said this, He showed them His hands and feet. 

c. So Jesus appears in a locked room with them, fully recognizable as Jesus, 
complete with flesh and bone, and we see from verse 41 that they were 
amazed and unbelieving because of their joy! 

i. I can’t believe this is happening! 
ii. The thought of this should excite us to this day! 

d. But we see that Jesus not only came to them, but he also communed with 
them. 

2. JESUS COMMUNED WITH THEM 
a. (24:41) Do you have anything here to eat? 

i. The first “Progressive Dinner” in history? 



 

b. (24:42-43) So they gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it and ate 
it in their presence. 

i. Further proof that He was physically resurrected. 
ii. He ate with them a lot when He was alive, so this continues the 

pattern into the resurrection.  He would eat during other 
appearances as well. 

iii. They may have dined with Him, or been too shocked to eat. 
c. It would seem odd for this to be the disciples staring at Jesus eating a few 

bites of fish.  It would be more natural for them to have sat, talked, and 
dined.  After all, Jesus had things to tell them. 

3. JESUS COMMUNICATED WITH THEM 
a. (24:44) Then He told them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while 

I was still with you — that everything written about Me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

i. (Luke 9:22) The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be 
raised the third day. 

ii. Also, (Luke 9:44; 17:25; 18:31-33; 22:37) 
iii. (Psalm 16:10) For You will not abandon me to Sheol; You will not 

allow Your Faithful One to see decay. 
iv. (Isaiah 53:5) But He was pierced because of our transgressions, 

crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on 
Him, and we are healed by His wounds. 

b. (24:46-47) He also said to them, “This is what is written:  The Messiah 
would suffer and rise from the dead the third day, and repentance for 
forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

i. This is where He brings together everything that they have learned 
their whole lives with what they have witnessed. 

ii. The penalty for sins has been paid!  The resurrection is the proof! 
c. Now that Jesus has been explaining His death, burial, and resurrection 

through the lens of the Old Testament scriptures (then known as the Law, 
the Prophets, and the Psalms), the disciples can have a more complete 
understanding of the things that they have seen.  But understanding is 
nothing if you do nothing with it, so Jesus commissioned them. 

4. JESUS COMMISSIONED THEM 
a. (24:48) You are witnesses of these things. 

i. They had observed how the life of Jesus fulfilled all the Messianic 
prophecies. 



 

ii. They had witnessed His death, and observed how it also fulfilled 
prophecies. 

iii. They were now witnesses to His resurrection, and how it fulfilled 
prophecies.  

iv. So, what is the purpose of a witness?  To tell what he has seen! 
b. Jesus commissioned them as His witnesses which is what ALL 

BELIEVERS are to be.  But before He sent them out, He commanded 
them to remain in Jerusalem for a time. 

5. JESUS COMMANDED THEM 
a. (24:49) And look, I am sending you what My Father promised.  As for you, 

stay in the city until you are empowered from on high. 
i. Also recounted in (Acts 1:4) While He was together with them, He 

commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
Father’s promise. 

ii. (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

iii. This would happen at Pentecost, and is discussed in Acts 2.  
b. Jesus knew that they would need the power of the Holy Spirit.  They were 

about to be scattered and persecuted.  Most of the disciples would be 
martyred for the cause of Christ. 

c. It was necessary for Jesus to ascend to heaven so that the Holy Spirit 
could come.  And this is what each of us receives when we commit to 
Christ. 

d. After Jesus commanded them, then He ascended to heaven to sit on the 
right hand of the Father.  The disciples would watch Him go up the way 
that one day He will come back down. 

6. JESUS WAS CARRIED UP TO HEAVEN 
a. (24:50-51) Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His 

hands He blessed them.  And while He was blessing them, He left them 
and was carried up into heaven. 

i. In the meantime, the disciples would remain in Jerusalem for the 
next fifty days, until the day of Pentecost (May 20 this year). 

b. (24:52) After worshiping Him, they returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
i. When you encounter the resurrected Lord, it causes you to have an 

attitude of worship! 
ii. We must remember that this praise and worship, and all this joy 

came three days after the greatest tragedy they had ever 
experienced.  



 

iii. Before, they did not understand the necessity of His death and 
resurrection.  Now, they certainly did! 

c. (24:53) And they were continually in the temple complex praising God. 
i. The temple was the appropriate place for worshipping God; after 

all, it was built as His house. 
ii. Their attitude was one of continual worship for the greatness of 

God! 
7. So what?  Why did Jesus have to be resurrected?  Why did He have to die in the 

first place.  Let’s make some things very clear here.  Every person here, and in 
fact, every person ever born EXCEPT JESUS CHRIST is born a sinner.  We all 
have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.  For this reason, none of us are 
able to be saved.  Sin always requires a blood payment.  In the Old Testament 
times, this was the blood of cattle, sheep and goats.  But this sacrifice was never 
good enough.  So there had to be ONE PERFECT LAMB WITHOUT BLEMISH 
to pay for our sins.  Jesus IS that ONE. Jesus willingly submitted to an unusually 
cruel and painful death on the cross, in order to remove the barrier of sin that 
stood between us and God.  He took our sins upon Himself, and carried them 
into Hell where they belong.  But what if He had stayed dead?  We would have 
no reason to be certain that He was an adequate sacrifice.  In His resurrection, 
He proved His authority over death, hell, and the grave.  This is how we can be 
certain that His Word is true.  He fulfilled hundreds of years of prophecy in sight 
of hundreds of people.  He came to His disciples.  He wants to come into your 
life.  He communed with His disciples, in the same way that He desires to 
commune with you.  He communicated with His disciples; He wants to 
communicate with you through His Word.  For those of us who have received 
Him as Lord, He has commissioned us to tell the lost and hurting about Him.  He 
has given His command that we might obey His word.  And one day, those of us 
who believe and obey will be carried up with Him into Heaven.  Who will commit 
to Christ today? 


