
 

Who Can Separate Us?                                                                                  May 6, 2018 
Romans 8:31-39 
 
INTRODUCTION: You may remember that at the beginning of Chapter 8, we were told, 
“Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those in Christ Jesus, because the Spirit’s 
law of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.”  Do you 
ever feel “not free”.  Tenth Avenue North has a fantastic song  You Are More  that if 
you’ve never heard you should give a listen.  One part contains words that may ring true 
with some here today.  “Well she tries to believe it, that she’s been given new life.  But 
she can’t shake the feeling, that it’s not true tonight.”  It is really easy as we look at 
ourselves to listen to voices that tell us, “You’re not good enough.” “You have nothing to 
bring to God.” “You’re not good enough to be saved.”  These voices of accusation can 
shake you to the core, make you question God’s love for you, question your salvation, 
and they can cripple you.  Today, we are going to look at the source of these 
accusations and realize that if we are in Christ, WE CANNOT BE ACCUSED, WE 
CANNOT BE CONDEMNED, and WE CANNOT BE SEPARATED.  We will see that 
God’s Word is true, and that the accusations against us, if we are in Christ, are false. 
 

1. WE CANNOT BE ACCUSED 
a. (8:31) What then are we to say about these things? 

i. In light of being those who are called, justified, and glorified. 
ii. If the preceding words are true (and they are), what then? 

b. (8:31) If God is for us, who is against us? 
i. Paul references (Psalm 118:6-7) The Lord is for me; I will not be 

afraid.  What can man do to me?  The Lord is my helper, therefore, 
I will look in triumph on those who hate me. 

ii. True in life; particularly true at the judgment! 
c. (8:32) He did not even spare His own Son, but offered Him up for us all; 

how will He not also with Him grant us everything? 
i. Remember that God gave His Son for whosoever will believe (John 

3:16) 
ii. Remember that this is for those that He foreknew and predestined 

to be conformed to the image of His Son (8:29). 
d. (8:33) Who can bring an accusation against God’s elect?  God is the One 

who justifies. 
i. (Rev. 12:7-10) Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his 

angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels also 
fought, but he could not prevail, and there was no place for them in 
heaven any longer. So the great dragon was thrown out — the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwtcwQwgdsA


 

ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the one who 
deceives the whole world. He was thrown to earth, and his angels 
with him.  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His 
Messiah have now come, because the  accuser of our brothers 
has been thrown out:  the one who accuses them before our 
God day and night. 

ii. (Job 1:9-11) Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God for 
nothing?  Haven’t You placed a hedge around him, his household, 
and everything he owns?  You have blessed the work of his hands, 
and his possessions have increased in the land.  But stretch out 
Your hand and strike everything he owns, and he will surely curse 
You to Your face. 

iii. (Guzik) If you have already been declared “not guilty” by the 
highest Judge, who can bring an additional charge? 

e. Trust me, the accuser will still TRY to accuse you.  But the Word of God 
holds true!  Who can bring and accusation against God’s elect? 
NOBODY.  Since we cannot legitimately be accused, we therefore also 
cannot be condemned! 

2. WE CANNOT BE CONDEMNED 
a. (8:34) Who is the one who condemns? 

i. If we have been called, justified, and glorified, as verse 30 tells us, 
then obviously it is not God who condemns us.  So who does that 
leave?  The aforementioned accuser, obviously.  We are told in 8:1 
that there is therefore now no condemnation for those in Christ 
Jesus.  If we choose not to believe this, we let the accuser exercise 
dominion over us that he does not rightly possess. 

b. (8:34) Christ Jesus is the One who died, but even more has been raised; 
He also is at the right hand of God and  intercedes for us. 

i. If Christ paid the price for our sins, who is anyone else to condemn 
us? 

ii. Since He has been raised, this proves His authority over death. 
iii. He sits at the right hand of God, a place of special honor.  God the 

Father listens to His Son who sits right next to Him. 
iv. Intercedes [entygxánō, Strong’s 1793]:  To meet with or consult. 

The root of 5177 (tygxánō) means "to strike, hit the bulls-eye" ("spot 
on"). Accordingly, it is used in classical Greek as the antonym of 
harmartia ("to miss the mark, sin"), so Lucian, Xenophon, Homer, 
etc.  



 

1. Christ consults God about us 
2. He also hit the mark that we missed. 

c. What we are seeing is that when we are in Christ, and Christ is in us, He 
does not accuse us of our past sins, and we do not stand to spend eternity 
in Hell for them.  This does not mean that we get to sin with impunity.  The 
Holy Spirit will convict you of sins that you commit while saved.  But, if 
Christ is in you, and you in Christ, you cannot be separated from Him. 

3. WE CANNOT BE SEPARATED 
a. (8:35) Who can separate us from the love of Christ? 

i. Does the one who continues to accuse the brethren have the ability 
to separate us from Christ?  NO! 

b. (8:35) Can affliction or anguish or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? 

i. (2 Cor. 11:24-27) Five times I received 39 lashes from the Jews. 
Three times I was beaten with rods by the Romans.  Once I was 
stoned by my enemies.  Three times I was shipwrecked.  I have 
spent a night and a day in the open sea.  On frequent journeys, I 
faced dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my 
own people, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers 
in the open country, dangers on the sea, and dangers among false 
brothers; labor and hardship, many sleepless nights, hunger and 
thirst, often without food, cold, and lacking clothing. 

ii. In our Romans passage, Paul is alluding to his own experiences, 
none of which could separate him from the love of Christ, and also 
without power to separate us. 

c. (8:36) As it is written:  Because of You we are being put to death all day 
long; we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered.  

i. Paul is quoting Psalm 44:22, apparently written during a time when 
God had turned His back on Israel.  It is a Psalm of national 
mourning. 

d. (8:37) No, in all these things we are more than victorious through Him who 
loved us. 

i. In all these things:  We don’t get to get out of all these things.  But 
even though we will experience some or all of these things, this 
does not mean that God has turned away from us.  The victory is 
already His.  What God brings you TO, He will bring you 
THROUGH. 

e. (8:38-39) For I am persuaded that not even death or life, angels or rulers, 
things present or things to come, hostile powers, height or depth, or any 



 

other created thing will have the power to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

i. (Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers) The enumeration that 
follows is intended to include (poetically rather than logically) every 
possible category of being, especially those unseen powers of evil 
against which the warfare of the Christian was more particularly 
directed. 

ii. (Eph. 6:10-12) Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast 
strength.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand 
against the tactics of the Devil.  For our battle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavens. 

f. We must recognize the spiritual warfare that we are involved in.  These 
things that come against us are not just random things.  Satan attacks us, 
trying to convince us that we do not have the victory.  He cannot have our 
souls.  His is a campaign of terror and misinformation.  He wants us to 
believe that we can lose our salvation, or that we have to work for our 
salvation in order to reduce our effectiveness at reaching others, because 
each one that we reach is one that he cannot have.  We must come armed 
with the knowledge that Christ has already won the victory. 

4. SO WHAT?  If we are going to live victoriously in Christ, we must take some 
truths to heart.  

a. First, if you are dealing with guilt about things that you have already 
repented from, this is not from God.  Satan’s attempts to accuse you are 
designed to reduce your effectiveness for the Lord.  Do not allow this to 
happen.  If you are dealing with guilt about a continuing sin, ADMIT IT 
AND QUIT IT.  Do not let this thing get in the way of a victorious life.  

b. Second, if you have been born again, and are in Christ, know that your 
future is secure.  The Christ who died, was buried, was resurrected, and 
sits at the right hand of God is there to intervene on your behalf.  You 
cannot work your way into heaven.  

c. Third, you also cannot work your way out of heaven.  All these things that 
do not have the power to separate us from the love of God?  You are one 
of those things.  

d. Fourth, if you are secure in Christ, you will earnestly desire to live for Him. 
You will want to see others come to Him.  And your works will reflect that. 

e. Finally, if you are not secure in Christ, what prevents you from seeking 
Him today? 


