
 

Faith of Our Mothers                                                                                     May 13, 2018 
2 Timothy 1:1-7; 3:14-15  
 
INTRODUCTION:  (Outline authored by Brian Bill)  A junior high science teacher 
lectured on the properties of magnets for an entire class.  The next day, he gave his 
students a quiz.  The first question was, “My name begins with an M, has six letters, and 
I pick things up.  What am I?  Half the class wrote, “Mother.” 
“An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy.”  (Spanish proverb) 
 
For Mother’s Day today, we are taking a quick break from our journey through Romans 
in order to address motherhood.  I do this realizing that Mother’s Day can be very hard 
for some of you.  Maybe you are unable to be a mother.  Maybe your mother has 
passed.  Maybe you are a mother who has lost a child.  Maybe you are the mother of a 
child who has taken the wrong path.  Some of you may say, my children are long grown. 
But there is still wisdom in the scripture for you as well.  
 
Today, we are going to take a look at Timothy, and in particular, we are going to look at 
what his mother and grandmother did right.  As we look at today’s scripture, we will note 
that Timothy’s mother and grandmother INSTILLED A RESPECT FOR SCRIPTURE, 
they INSTILLED AN AUTHENTIC FAITH, and they INSTILLED A DESIRE TO 
MINISTER.  These are things that mothers and grandmothers here today can do. 
 

1. INSTILL A RESPECT FOR SCRIPTURE 
a. (3:14) But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly 

believed. 
i. In contrast to (3:1-9), which describe selfish desires of those who 

resist the teaching of the Word. 
ii. How did this learning occur?  Not from just a couple of hours on 

Sunday Morning! 
b. (3:15) And you know that from childhood you have known the sacred 

Scriptures which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

i. Known [eidó, Strong’s 1492]:  Seeing that becomes knowing. 
ii. Even though only the OT scriptures would have been available, 

Paul points out to Timothy that they were able to give one wisdom 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

c. (Deut. 6:4-7)  Listen, Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is ONE.  Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength.  These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. 



 

Repeat them to your children.  Talk about them when you sit in your house 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
up. 

i. It’s obvious that this is what Lois and Eunice did with young 
Timothy.  

ii. They would have shown him how the scriptures affect every part of 
his life. 

d. By teaching children to love, respect, and apply the scripture, you set the 
foundation for them to come to their own faith in Christ. 

2. INSTILL AN AUTHENTIC FAITH 
a. Jerry Vines:  “Mom.  Your children will weave the garment of their 

convictions and choices themselves.  But they will weave it with the cloth 
you provide.”  

b. (2 Tim. 1:5) Clearly recalling your sincere faith that first lived in your 
grandmother Lois, then in your mother Eunice, and that I am convinced is 
in you also. 

i. Lois was apparently a woman of faith who raised up her daughter 
Eunice.  She apparently taught Eunice scriptures in a way that led 
Eunice into her own faith experience.  Eunice then, with Lois’ help, 
raised Timothy in the same way. 

ii. Note that the sincere faith mentioned in the passage is Timothy’s 
own faith.  Eunice and Lois simply taught him so that one day, he 
came to his own relationship with Christ. 

iii. It has been said that “God has no grandchildren.”  You faith does 
not pass on to your children by proximity or osmosis.  It’s not 
passed through your DNA.  It is passed through teaching you 
children, and modeling a genuine lifestyle of faith to them.  Your 
teaching and your witness in you life demonstrates your faith to 
your children.  When they see your faith as genuine, they are more 
likely to come to their own faith. 

c. Apparently, Eunice, like her mother Lois, did not get caught up in the 
things of the world in raising her son.  

i. She was more concerned with his faith than with his grades. 
ii. She was more concerned with his faith than his ball schedule. 
iii. She was more concerned with his faith than his behavior, his dating 

life, his future career, or any worldly thing. 
d. While it’s not specifically mentioned here, it seems very likely that Eunice 

and Lois were PRAYING mothers.  A strong prayer life is an indication of a 



 

strong faith.  Certainly this would have been something that they would 
have modeled to Timothy. 

e. So, it becomes clear that these women of faith, Lois and Eunice, not only 
INSTILLED A RESPECT FOR SCRIPTURE in Timothy, they also 
INSTILLED AN AUTHENTIC FAITH in him.  They also INSTILLED A 
DESIRE TO MINISTER in him. 

3. INSTILL A DESIRE TO MINISTER 
a. (Acts 16:1-3) Then he went on to Derbe and Lystra, where there was a 

disciple named Timothy, the son of a believing Jewish woman, but his 
father was a Greek.  The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of 
his.  Paul wanted Timothy to go with him, so he took him and circumcised 
him because of the Jews who were in those places, since they all knew 
that his father was a Greek. 

b. Note that Timothy is called a disciple.  Luke does not say believer. 
“Disciple” indicates Timothy’s commitment. 

c. Here, we are told all that we are ever told about Timothy’s father, which is 
that he was a Greek.  It does not appear likely that he played any role in 
Timothy’s faith. 

d. The brothers spoke highly of him.  He had a good reputation. This would 
have been due to the commitment that his mother instilled in him.  It 
seems that Luke gives some credit to her by pointing her out in the 
passage. 

e. Timothy obviously made himself available to go with Paul, and even 
submitted to circumcision. 

f. His heart for service that he would display throughout his ministry was 
almost certainly developed at home. 

4. SO WHAT?  What lessons can a mother learn from the example here?  First, 
teach your children scriptures.  This, of course, also means, Mom, that you have 
to be a student of the scriptures.  Teach them the importance of every part of the 
Word of God.  Teach them to love and respect the Bible.  Second, pray with (and 
for) your children.  Show them your reliance on God.  Let them know how you 
came to faith.  Are your children grown?  You can still pray with and for them (and 
their children).  Third, teach them to serve.  You will do this by your example 
much more than with your words.  Teach them to live out the principle that “Faith 
without works is dead.”  What if you’ve done these things and your children have 
walked away from the faith?  Continue to do these things.  Remember that they 
must come into their own relationship with Christ.  Pray for that.  By the way, 
nothing said here today relieves fathers from their role of teaching spiritual things 
to their children.  Both parents are responsible to train up the child. But moms, 



 

even if you’re doing this without the father’s help, you can do this. 
Grandmothers, you can assist the mothers.  It’s your turn to be a Lois.  

a. One final thing to consider:  If you do not have a relationship with Christ, 
you cannot lead your child into one.  I would ask you to consider 
surrendering your life to Christ today. 


