
 

Is God Unjust?                                                                                             May 20, 2018 
Romans 9:1-33  
 
INTRODUCTION:  As we continue through Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, we 
come to a rather difficult three chapters (9-11).  One of the benefits of preaching through 
an entire book as we are doing is that we are forced to deal with difficult passages.  2 
Timothy 3:16 reminds us that, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  Bearing that in mind, as we go 
through the next portion of Romans, you may find some of what we are dealing with 
difficult to grasp.  Remember that we are to attempt to understand what God is saying 
through His Word, and not to try to force our own interpretation on it.  Today, we are 
going to discuss Election as it relates to Israel, which is what Paul is discussing in 
chapter 9.  Today, we will see that 1) PAUL IS GRIEVED FOR SOULS, 2) ISRAEL’S 
REJECTION OF CHRIST IS PARTICULARLY TROUBLING, 3) ISRAEL DID NOT 
EARN GOD’S FAVOR, 4) GOD IS MERCIFUL TO SAVE ANYONE, 5) IN HIS MERCY, 
GOD JOINED GENTILES TO THE BELIEVING REMNANT, 6) RIGHTEOUSNESS IS 
OBTAINED, NOT ACHIEVED.  
 

1. PAUL IS GRIEVED FOR SOULS 
a. (9:1-2) I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience is 

testifying to me with the Holy Spirit-- that I have intense sorrow and 
continual anguish in my heart. 

i. Paul is being literal, not using hyperbole.  
b. (9:3) For I could almost wish to be cursed and cut off from the Messiah for 

the benefit of my brothers, my own flesh and blood. 
i. Remember that Paul was a Jew’s Jew.  It grieved him greatly to see 

his own people reject Christ. 
ii. The Jews were Paul’s biggest opponents, but he still had such love 

for them, to consider the idea of exchanging his eternity for theirs. 
2. ISRAEL’S REJECTION OF CHRIST IS PARTICULARLY TROUBLING 

a. (9:4) They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the temple service, and the promises. 

i. They were God’s chosen people to carry His name into all the 
earth.  They had God with them.  They had all the promises.  What 
does it mean that they rejected their Messiah? 

b. (9:5) The ancestors are theirs, and from them, by physical descent, came 
the Messiah, who is God over all, praised forever.  Amen. 

i. Israel contains our whole religious lineage up to the Messiah! 



 

ii. Also, Paul uses this time to point out that Jesus is God. 
c. After seeing all these things, how could they as a nation, reject the 

Messiah? 
3. ISRAEL DID NOT EARN GOD’S FAVOR 

a. (9:6) But it is not as though the word of God has failed.  For not all who 
are descended from Israel are Israel. 

i. Israel:  “Governed by God”.  Not everyone who claims to be 
governed by God actually is. 

ii. The same applies to the term “Christian” today. 
b. (9:7-9) Neither are they all children because they are Abraham’s 

descendants.  On the contrary, your offspring will be traced through Isaac. 
That is, not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but 
eh children of the promise are considered to be the offspring.  For this is 
the statement of the promise:  At this time I will come, and Sarah will have 
a son. 

i. Abraham had other children (Ishmael by Hagar, and the six children 
of Keturah (Gen 25:1-2). 

ii. Only Isaac was the son promised to Abraham.  
c. (9:10-13) And not only that, but also Rebekah received a promise when 

she became pregnant by one man, our ancestor Isaac.  For though her 
sons had not been born yet or done anything good or bad, so that God’s 
purpose according to election might stand--not from works but from the 
One who calls--she was told: The older will serve the younger.  As it is 
written:  I have loved Jacob, but I have hated Esau. 

i. Why did God choose Jacob over Isaac?  To demonstrate that it was 
God’s choice. 

ii. Sure, God foreknew their character.  Is this why he choose this 
way?  Jacob’s character wasn’t any better than Esau’s. 

iii. “I have hated Esau”:  Quote of Malachi 1:3, referring to wiping out 
Edom. 

iv. Hated [miséō, Strong’s 3404]:  To esteem less, to renounce one 
choice in favor of the other. 

d. Doesn’t that make God unjust to choose one over the other?  Remember 
that God was building the nation through which His Son would come into 
the earth to redeem everyone.  His rejection of Ishmael and Esau does not 
consign them to hell.  It means that they are not the children of the 
promise. 

4. GOD IS MERCIFUL TO SELECT ANYONE 



 

a. (9:14) What should we say then?  Is there injustice with God?  Absolutely 
not! 

i. God would be absolutely just to send everyone to hell. 
b. (9:15) For He tells Moses:  I will show mercy to whom I will show mercy, 

and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
i. If we deserved it, it wouldn’t be mercy, it would be obligation. 
ii. God’s compassion is not opposed to His justice, it is 

complementary to it. 
c. (9:16) So then it does not depend on human will or effort, but on God who 

shows mercy. 
i. Again, this is counter to the idea of salvation through works. 

d. (9:17) For the Scripture tells Pharaoh:  I raised you up for this reason so 
that I may display My power in you and that My name may be proclaimed 
in all the earth.  

i. God is pointing out through Moses to Pharaoh that He could have 
obliterated him, but has chosen to let him live.  (Ex. 9:15-16) 

e. (9:18) So then, He shows mercy to those He want to, and He hardens 
those He wants to harden. 

i. Does this mean that God forces people to reject Him?  
ii. We are all born sinful, with a propensity to hardness of heart toward 

Him.  He allows our natural hardness of heart to progress. 
f. (9:19-21) You will say to me, therefore, “Why then does He still find fault? 

For who can resist His will?”  But who are you, a mere man, to talk back to 
God?  Will what is formed say to the one who formed it, “Why did you 
make me like this?”  Or has the potter no right over the clay, to make from 
the same lump one piece of pottery for honor and another for dishonor? 

i. The accusation that God is unjust to find fault is absurd.  
ii. This is not saying that God created some people for the purpose of 

sending them to hell.  The subject here is still the rejection of all but 
the faithful of Israel. 

g. (9:22) And what if God, desiring to display HIs wrath and to make His 
power known, endured with much patience objects of wrath ready for 
destruction.  

i. The passage does not say that God made them for destruction. 
The objects of wrath did that to themselves by their rejection of 
Him.  This applies to both Jews and Gentiles. 

5. IN HIS MERCY, GOD JOINED GENTILES TO THE BELIEVING REMNANT 
a. (9:23-26) And what if He did this to make known the riches of His glory of 

objects of mercy that He prepared beforehand for glory--on us, the ones 



 

He also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?  As He 
also says in Hosea:  I will call Not My People, My People, and she who in 
Unloved, Beloved.  And it will be in the place where they were told, you 
are not My people, there they will be called sons of the living God. 

i. (Gen. 12:3) All the peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 
ii. Inviting the Gentiles in fulfills this promise. 

b. (9:27-28) But Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:  Though the number of 
Israel’s sons is like the sand of the sea, only the remnant will be saved; for 
the Lord will execute His sentence completely and decisively on the earth. 

i. In Isaiah’s time, Israel was rejecting God, seeking after other gods. 
But God has always preserved a believing remnant! 

c. (9:29) And just as Isaiah predicted:  If the Lord of Hosts had not left us 
offspring, we would have become like Sodom, and we would have been 
made like Gomorrah. 

d. So while much of Israel was rejecting God, He preserved a faithful 
remnant, and graciously allowed Gentiles to join the family of Israel, again, 
not through works, but through faith. 

6. RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OBTAINED, NOT ACHIEVED.  
a. (9:30) What should we say then?  Gentiles, who did not pursue 

righteousness, have obtained righteousness--namely the righteousness 
that comes from faith. 

i. (Rom. 4:3) Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as 
righteousness. 

b. (9:31-32) But Israel, pursuing the law for righteousness, has not achieved 
the righteousness of the law.  Why is that?  Because they did not pursue it 
by faith, but as if it were by works. 

i. We are completely and utterly unable to earn our righteousness. 
c. (9:33) As it is written:  Look! I am putting a stone in Zion to stumble over 

and a rock to trip over, yet the one who believes on Him will not be put to 
shame. 

i. (1 Cor. 1:23) But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
the Jews. 

ii. Again, He did not fit what they expected of their Messiah, so they 
rejected Him. 

iii. Again, not all.  Some believed. 
7. SO WHAT? 

a. So what do we take away from this today?  First, as Paul was concerned 
for souls, we must be too.  There is no salvation outside of Christ, and we 
must preach this to people.  Second, most aren’t going to believe.  The 



 

Jews had every reason to believe, and they  mostly still rejected Him.  It 
will be no different with the people that we know.  Third, we have done 
nothing to earn God’s salvation, and He does not owe it to anyone. 
Anyone who is saved is saved only through God’s mercy.  It was His 
mercy that caused Him to send His son to die on a cross to pay for our 
sins.  God has not created anyone for hell, but He rejects those who reject 
His Son’s sacrifice.  When we accept Christ through faith, we join the 
faithful remnant, proclaiming His grace, love, and mercy.  Again, we don’t 
deserve this; He has given us this privilege.  Finally, again, there is 
absolutely no way that you work your way into heaven, or that you can be 
“good enough”.  None of us are.  It is only through faith in Christ that you 
can be saved.  Who will join Him today? 


