
 

By Faith Alone                                                                                            May 27, 2018 
Romans 10:1-13  
 
INTRODUCTION:  When we left off last week, Paul was expressing his deep sorrow 
that Jews, the religious elite, God’s chosen people, had rejected their Messiah.  This of 
course, led to the message of Christ being proclaimed to the Gentiles, and Gentiles 
becoming saved.  They were being saved by childlike faith, whereas the religious 
leaders wanted to make things much more complicated.  The Jews thought that they 
could please God by following a set of rules, but without giving their hearts over to Him. 
This is not the case.  Today, we see that it is entirely possible to be very religious, and 
yet not saved.  Today we will see that 1) RELIGIOUS ZEAL DOES NOT EQUAL 
SALVATION, 2) SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS, 3) YOU CANNOT 
WORK YOUR WAY TO CHRIST, 4) BEING SAVED IS EASY, and 5) ALL WHO ARE 
SAVED ARE SAVED IN THE SAME WAY.  
 

1. RELIGIOUS ZEAL DOES NOT EQUAL SALVATION 
a. (10:1) Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God concerning them is 

for their salvation! 
i. Them:  Refers back to the Jews talked about in Ch. 9 
ii. Paul is still greatly upset that they have missed salvation because 

of their rejection of Christ.  
iii. Note that he is praying for their salvation.  While they are alive, 

there is still time for them to repent. 
b. (10:2) I can testify about them that they have zeal for God, but not 

according to knowledge. 
i. They were so zealous for God that they were killing those whom 

they believed to be blaspheming Him. 
ii. Paul understood this well, because this was his previous life! 
iii. Had they really known and understood the scriptures, they would 

have seen Christ as the fulfillment of scripture! 
iv. Many Christians today have zeal without knowledge.  If you never 

open your Bible from the time the sermon ends on Sunday until the 
time the sermon begins on the next Sunday, you are lacking 
knowledge of the Word.  If you had knowledge of the Word, you’d 
realize that Jesus did not die to: 

1. Usher in 1950’s America 
2. Bring health and prosperity to you 
3. To make you a white Republican. 



 

v. Muslim terrorists have zeal for God without knowledge.  They think 
that they get to go to heaven and receive 72 virgins, when in reality, 
they go to hell in their rejection of Christ. 

c. Zeal, or enthusiasm for God is great as long as it is based on right 
knowledge of Him, which can only be found in the Holy Scripture and by 
spending time with Him in prayer.  Outside of this, you are lacking 
knowledge, and likely trying to create your own righteousness somehow. 

2. SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS 
a. (10:3) Because they disregarded the righteousness from God and 

attempted to establish their own righteousness, they have not submitted 
themselves to God’s righteousness. 

i. Righteousness [dikaiosýnē, Strong’s 1343]  Judicial approval, the 
approval of God. 

ii. They disregarded (ignored) the righteousness from God: because it 
didn’t fit their worldview.  God did not fit into the box that their minds 
had created for Him. 

iii. Their own righteousness:  In the case of Israel, it was hundreds of 
laws designed to keep from offending God. 

iv. In modern Christianity, it can mean avoiding the “big” sins, like 
abortion or homosexuality, while ignoring the sins that we perceive 
as “small”. 

b. (10:4) For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes. 

i. Christ did not “cancel” the Law.  (Matthew 5:17-20) Don’t assume 
that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 
destroy but to fulfill. For I assure you: Until heaven and earth pass 
away, not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will pass from 
the law until all things are accomplished. Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commands and teaches people to 
do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever 
practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 

ii. In His life, Christ fulfilled every requirement of the law.  The law was 
meant to show that we could not be right with God on our own. 

c. The problem with self-righteousness is that we always compare ourselves 
to the wrong standard (other people) instead of God’s Holy Standard, 
which we cannot meet.  



 

3. YOU CANNOT WORK YOUR WAY TO CHRIST 
a. (10:5) For Moses writes about the righteousness that is from the law:  the 

one who does these things will live by them. (Paraphrase of Lev. 18:5) 
i. Moses was speaking of avoiding the idolatrous and pagan practices 

of the people of the land.  Still a good idea today! 
ii. Specifically, one could be executed for not following the law. 

b. (10:6-8) But the righteousness that comes from faith speaks like this:  Do 
not say in your heart, “Who will go up to heaven?” that is, to bring Christ 
down or, “Who will go down into the abyss?” that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead. On the contrary, what does it say?  The message is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart.” 

i. (Deut. 30:11-14) This command that I give you today is certainly not 
too difficult or beyond your reach.  It is not in heaven so that you 
have to ask, ‘Who will go up to heaven, get it for us, and proclaim it 
to us so that we may follow it?’ And it is not across the sea so that 
you have to ask, ‘Who will cross the sea, get it for us, and proclaim 
it to us so that we may follow it?’ But the message is very near you, 
in your mouth and in your heart, so that you may follow it. 

1. This is from Moses’ final speech to Israel before turning 
command over to Joshua.  They are about to enter the 
Promised Land.  

2. This would have been familiar to the Jews.  
3. Immediately before this, Moses says, “Indeed, the Lord will 

again delight in your prosperity, as He delighted in that of 
your fathers, when you obey the Lord you God by keeping 
His commands and statutes that are written in this book of 
the law and return to Him with all your heart and all your 
soul. 

4. It’s easy to get caught up in our inability to keep the 
commands instead of in our love for God.  Obedience to His 
commands naturally flows from love for Him. 

c. It’s natural to think that we must DO something to earn our salvation. 
i. The Philippian Jailer: (Acts 16:30) Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved? 
ii. The Rich Young Ruler: (Luke 18:18) Good teacher, what must I do 

to inherit eternal life? 
d. It’s not about what we can do, it’s about what Christ did! 

4. BEING SAVED IS EASY 



 

a. (10:8-9) This is the message of faith that we proclaim:  If you confess with 
your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 

i. Paul links the words of Moses to their fulfillment in Jesus. “The 
message is near you, in your mouth and in your heart. 

b. (10:10) One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth resulting in salvation. 

i. (Gen 15:6) Abraham believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as 
righteousness. 

ii. A believing heart has always been required. 
c. Confession is not just verbal assent. 

i. (Barclay)  We can never forget all that it meant to say that Jesus 
Christ is  Lord . “If a man called Jesus  kurios  he was ranking him 
with the Emperor and with God; he was giving him the supreme 
place in his life; he was pledging him implicit obedience and 
reverent worship.” 

ii. Wuest, quoting Robertson on  Jesus Christ is Lord : “No Jew would 
do this who had not really trusted Christ, for  Kurios  in the lxx is 
used of God. No Gentile would do it who had not ceased 
worshipping the emperor as  Kurios . The word  Kurios  was and is the 
touchstone of faith.” 

iii. This confession gives Jesus absolute control in your life!  Anyone 
who does this will be saved! 

5. ALL WHO ARE SAVED ARE SAVED IN THE SAME WAY 
a. (10:11) Now the Scripture says, Everyone who believes on Him will not be 

put to shame. 
i. (Isaiah 28:16) Therefore the Lord God said:  “Look, I have laid a 

stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure 
foundation; the one who believes will be unshakable.” 

b. (10:12-13) For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, since the 
same Lord of all is rich to all who call on Him.  For everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved. 

i. All those of every nation or ethnicity who confess Jesus as Lord 
(give their will over to Him) and believe in His resurrection from the 
grave (without which there would be no reason to submit to Him). 

c. This also eliminates the possibility of “other ways of salvation”.  They do 
not exist. 

6. SO WHAT?  First, we must examine the motivation behind our religion.  If it is 
anything other than committed service to Christ, it is wrong, and will not save us. 



 

It is entirely possible to spend your whole life in church, doing the right things, but 
with a heart that is far from the Lord.  If your heart is far from Him today, turn to 
Him, and repent of your sins.  If you think that you are a good person, stop it. 
There is none righteous, no not one!  Stop comparing yourself to others, and 
compare yourself to God’s Holy Word.  This is the only way you will see just how 
bad your sin is, and how much you need saved.  When you realize this, you 
realize how much you need Christ, and you will realize that you cannot work your 
way to Him.  You cannot be saved by what you do, but by what He has done.  It 
is easy to be saved.  It requires a childlike faith in Jesus, that He died for your 
sins and was raised again on the third day.  If you believe this, confess Him as 
Lord.  Give your will over to serve Him.  It’s not being saved by “stopping 
sinning”.  It’s wanting what Christ wants, and doing His will, which naturally 
removes you from a sinful lifestyle.  Giving you will over to Him will involve 
sacrifice.  It will make you uncomfortable.  But it will also make you holy.  Are you 
living in His will?  Are you committed to learning all that you can about Him, and 
being concerned for the souls of your neighbors?  Anyone who becomes saved 
will be saved because someone leads them to the Lord.  Is that going to be you? 
Do you know enough about your faith to share it?  Who needs to take the next 
step with the Lord today? 


