
 

Who Has Believed Our Message?                                                                 June 3, 2018 
Romans 10:14-21  
 
INTRODUCTION:  As we continue through Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, we have 
talked about how upset he is at the rejection of the Christ by the Jews, who should have 
recognized Him.  This is a true tragedy.  We should learn something from Paul’s 
heartbreak about the lost people he knew.  We should be grieved at the lostness in a 
nation that has about 384,000 churches proclaiming the gospel.  We need to work 
harder.  Charles Spurgeon notably said, “If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to 
Hell over our dead bodies. And if they perish, let them perish with our arms wrapped 
about their knees, imploring them to stay. If Hell must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth 
of our exertions, and let not one go unwarned and unprayed for.”  If we take the doctrine 
of salvation seriously, and we must, we gain five insights from Paul’s words to the 
church this morning.  1) NOBODY IS SAVED WHO DOES NOT CALL ON THE LORD, 
2) NOBODY IS SAVED WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE, 3) NOBODY IS SAVED WHO 
DOES NOT HEAR THE GOSPEL, 4) NOBODY IS SAVED WHO IGNORES THE 
GOSPEL, and 5) NOBODY IS SAVED THROUGH THEIR OWN EFFORTS. 
 

1. NOBODY IS SAVED WHO DOES NOT CALL ON THE LORD 
a. (10:13) For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

i. Of course Paul is making the argument that both Jews and Gentiles 
are saved in this same manner. 

ii. Remember the requirement to confess Jesus as Lord is costly! 
b. (10:14) But how can they call on Him they have not believed in? 

i. (John 14:6) Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

ii. It makes absolutely no sense to call upon a god (or THE God, 
specifically) that you do not believe in.  

c. (2:18-19) For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness 
and unrighteousness of people who by their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth, since what can be known about God is evident among them, 
because God has shown it to them. 

i. Even if people never hear the gospel, they are responsible for 
rejecting God based on natural revelation. 

d. One does not have to be offered the opportunity to reject the gospel.  He 
rejects it naturally. 

2. NOBODY IS SAVED WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE 
a. (10:14) And how can they believe without hearing about HIm? 



 

i. (Eph. 2:17) When the Messiah came, He proclaimed the good 
news of peace to you who were far away and peace to those who 
were near. 

b. (Rom. 3:21-22) But now, apart from the law, God’s righteousness has 
been revealed--attested by the Law and the Prophets--that is, God’s 
righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ, to all who believe, since there 
is no distinction. 

i. People accuse us of not having an inclusive gospel.  The fact is 
that it is INCLUSIVE of all who believe, but EXCLUSIVE of those 
who do not believe. 

ii. Again, one does not have to have the opportunity to reject Christ to 
be condemned.  In man’s natural state, he stands condemned, 
already.  

c. People will not naturally believe in a Christ that they have not heard of. 
i. People are looking to worship something.  If they do not hear about 

the Lord, they find something to worship. 
d. So, working through this, we see that people will not call upon the Lord if 

they do not believe in Him, and they will not believe in Him if they have 
never heard of Him. 

3. NOBODY IS SAVED WHO DOES NOT HEAR THE GOSPEL 
a. There are several theories that attempt to send people to heaven who do 

not hear the gospel.  
i. Pluralism:  Many ways lead to God.  (John 14:6)  No one comes to 

the Father except by me. 
ii. Postmortem Evangelism:  People will have an opportunity to 

believe after their death.  Relies on a faulty understanding of 1 
Peter 3:19. 

iii. Universal Opportunity:  God will reach people with or without 
human help.  Nowhere indicated in scripture. 

iv. Inclusivist View:  Believes that Christ alone is sufficient for 
salvation, but explicit hearing of the gospel is not required. 

b. If there is a way to be saved without hearing the gospel, the worst thing 
that we could ever do to someone is to proclaim the gospel to them.  We 
would be giving them the Word that sends them to hell if they reject it. 

c. (10:15) As it is written:  How beautiful are the feet of those who announce 
the gospel of good things! 

i. (Isaiah 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the 
herald, who proclaims peace, who brings news of good things, who 
proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 



 

ii. Feet are not particularly beautiful in and of themselves. 
iii. Feet in those days, particularly of those travelling long distances 

were really gross, however, they appear beautiful when bringing the 
saving knowledge of Christ. 

d. There are over 6000 unreached people groups in the world.  They will 
suffer hell if they are not reached.  The truth is that even most “reached” 
people will ignore or reject the gospel. 

4. NOBODY IS SAVED WHO IGNORES THE GOSPEL 
a. (10:16) But all did not obey the gospel.  For Isaiah says, Lord, who has 

believed our message? 
b. (Isaiah 53) Who has believed what we have heard? And who has the arm 

of the LORDb been revealed to? He grew up before Him like a young 
plant and like a root out of dry ground. He didn’t have an impressive form 
or majesty that we should look at Him, no appearance that we should 
desire Him.  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of suffering 
who knew what sickness was. He was like someone people turned away 
from; He was despised, and we didn’t value Him. Yet He Himself bore our 
sicknesses, and He carried our pains; but we in turn regarded Him 
stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But He was pierced because 
of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for 
our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds. We all went 
astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the LORD has 
punished Him for the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
He did not open His mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a 
sheep silent before her shearers, He did not open His mouth. He was 
taken away because of oppression and judgment; and who considered His 
fate? For He was cut off from the land of the living; He was struck because 
of my people’s rebellion. They made His grave with the wicked and with a 
rich man at His death, although He had done no violence and had not 
spoken deceitfully. Yet the LORD was pleased to crush Him severely. 
When You make Him a restitution offering, He will see His seed, He will 
prolong His days, and by His hand, the LORD’s pleasure will be 
accomplished. He will see itad out of His anguish, and He will be satisfied 
with His knowledge. My righteous Servant will justify many, and He will 
carry their iniquities. Therefore I will give Him the many as a portion, and 
He will receive the mighty as spoil, because He submitted Himself to 
death, and was counted among the rebels; yet He bore the sin of many 
and interceded for the rebels. 



 

c. (10:17) So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes 
through the message about Christ. 

i. Even when God uses supernatural revelation to reach someone, 
He always uses a human agent.  

1. (Acts 8:26-40) The Ethiopian Eunuch 
2. (Acts 10) Cornelius 

d. (10:18) But I ask, “Did they not hear?” Yes, they did:  Their voice has gone 
out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the inhabited world. (Ps. 
19:4) 

i. The implication is that although the Word was declared to them, 
they choose not to accept it. 

e. (10:19) But I ask, “Did Israel not understand?” First, Moses said:  I will 
make you jealous of those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by 
a nation that lacks understanding. (Deut. 32) 

i. This is from Moses’ warning to Israel about what would happen if 
they failed to keep the covenant. 

ii. It is very clear.  Israel’s rejection of the message of Christ opened 
the way for it to be spread through the Gentiles. 

f. The penalty for ignoring the gospel is the same for Jews and Gentiles, an 
eternity in hell.  It is very sad for people who HEARD and UNDERSTOOD 
the message to reject it to their own damnation.  

g. In spite of the message of the gospel, people continue to try to find their 
own way to heaven, being unwilling to submit to God.  But Paul reminds 
us again that nobody is saved through their own efforts. 

5. NOBODY IS SAVED THROUGH THEIR OWN EFFORTS. 
a. (10:20) And Isaiah says boldly:  I was found by those who were not 

looking for Me; I revealed Myself to those who were not asking for Me. 
(Isaiah 65:1) 

i. (Rom 3:10-11) As it is written:  There is no one righteous, not even 
one.  There is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks 
God. 

ii. Note the emphasis on “those who were not looking for Me” and 
“those who were not asking for Me” 

iii. “I revealed Myself” 
b. We are never saved by what we do, but by accepting what Jesus did! 
c. (10:21) But to Israel he says:  All day long I have spread out My hands to 

a disobedient and defiant people. 
i. Lest we judge Israel harshly, look at 21st century Western 

Civilization.  The same could be said today. 



 

d. The Israelites tried their best to be saved by their own efforts, and rejected 
the One who could provide true salvation.  Again, this could be said today. 

i. People today seek salvation in financial security, social justice 
issues, political parties, etc. 

e. The problem today is not a behavior problem, it’s a problem of hearts 
needing Jesus. 

6. SO WHAT?  People need Jesus!  And they do not believe in Him.  Give up the 
delusion that we live in a Christian nation.  Quite simply, people are not calling on 
Jesus because they do not believe in Him (or at least as He appears in 
Scripture).  Has everyone we know HEARD about Him.  If not, that means that 
you are not doing your job.  How can they hear without a preacher (that’s you 
and me).  How can they preach unless they are sent?  (Matt 28:19-20) “Go 
therefore into all the world and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe everything I have commanded you.”  You have all been commissioned 
as missionaries to Sussex County by virtue of being a follower of Christ living 
here.  As you are doing this, keep in mind that most will reject Christ.  But, in 
proclaiming the gospel to them, you have insured that their eternal perdition is 
not on you.  Are you saved?  If not, you are on your way to hell now, but you 
don’t have to be.  If you are unsaved, make today the day that you accept the 
free gift of salvation! 


