
 

A Faithful Remnant                                                                                      June 10, 2018 
Romans 11:1-36  
 
INTRODUCTION: As we have continued through Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, 
we have noticed that he is devastated by Israel’s rejection of Christ.  He wants that all of 
Israel will believe Jesus, but they are stubborn.  Israel’s disbelief causes a problem 
because, of course, believing is required for salvation.  So, how does God get His 
message out to save a lost and dying world, when His chosen people reject the 
message?  He gives others the opportunity to proclaim the good news throughout the 
earth.  But we see throughout this that Paul, and God Himself, have a special love for 
Israel, so Paul provides some comfort by noting five things about Israel’s rejection of 
Christ.  ISRAEL’S REJECTION IS NOT TOTAL, ISRAEL’S REJECTION IS NOT FINAL, 
ISRAEL’S REJECTION SERVES A PURPOSE, ISRAEL’S REJECTION IS A WARNING 
FOR US, and ISRAEL’S REJECTION DEMONSTRATES GOD’S MERCY.  
 
 

1. ISRAEL’S REJECTION IS NOT TOTAL 
a. Paul as evidence 

i. (11:1) I ask, then, has God rejected His people?  Absolutely not! 
For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe 
of Benjamin. 

ii. If the entire nation of Israel were rejected, this would eliminate Paul 
and all the apostles, so this cannot be the case. 

iii. (1 Sam 12:22) The Lord will not abandon His people, because of 
His great name and because He has determined to make you His 
own people. 

iv. Even though, as a nation, Israel rejected Christ, there were those 
who remained faithful. 

b. The faithful remnant (11:2-6)  God has not rejected His people whom He 
foreknew.  Or don’t you know what the Scripture says in the passage 
about Elijah--how he pleads with God against Israel?  “Lord, they have 
killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars.  I am the only one left, and 
they are trying to take my life!”  But what was God’s reply to him?  I have 
left 7,000 men for Myself who have not bowed down to Baal.  In the same 
way, then, there is also at the present time a remnant chosen by grace. 
Now if by grace, then it is not by works; otherwise grace ceases to be 
grace. 

i. He foreknew [proginóskó, Strong’s 4267]:  To know beforehand. 



 

ii. Elijah:  taken from 1 Kings 19.  He was speaking during a time 
when he was being hunted for proclaiming the truth about God’s 
judgment on apostate Israel. 

iii. While most of the nation was in active rebellion against God, there 
were always some that were faithful.  The same is true today. 

iv. The faithful remnant, like us, are saved by grace alone. 
c. (11:7-8) What then? Israel did not find what it was looking for, but the elect 

did find it.  The rest were hardened, as it is written:  God gave them a spirit 
of insensitivity, eyes that cannot see and ears that cannot hear, to this day. 

i. They were looking for righteousness in the law. 
ii. The elect (Jew and Gentile) found it in faith. 

d. (11:9-10) And David says:  Let their feasting become a snare and a trap, a 
pitfall and a retribution to them  Let their eyes be darkened so they cannot 
see, and their backs be bent continually. 

i. From Psalm 69. 
e. (Rom 1:25-26) They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 

something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. 
This is why God delivered them over to degrading passions. 

i. Rejection of the truth leads to failure to see truth. 
f. Just as Israel’s rejection of the gospel is not total, it is also not final. 

2. ISRAEL’S REJECTION IS NOT FINAL 
a. (11:11) I ask, then, have they stumbled in order to fall?  Absolutely not! 

i. There is a difference between stumbling and falling. 
b. (11:13-14) Now I am speaking to you Gentiles.  In view of the fact that I 

am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if I can somehow 
make my own people jealous and save some of them. 

i. Again, Paul is seeking the salvation of at least some of Israel. 
c. (11:15) For if their rejection brings reconciliation to the world, what will 

their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 
d. So we see that Israel’s rejection is definitely not total and it is not final. 

Now, instead of what it is not, let’s look at the purpose it serves. 
3. ISRAEL’S REJECTION SERVES A PURPOSE 

a. (11:12) Now if their stumbling brings riches for the world, and their failure 
riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full number bring. 

i. Israel’s rejection of the gospel led to it being proclaimed to the 
Gentiles. 

ii. (10:19) I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; I will 
make you angry by a nation that lacks understanding. 



 

1. Israel’s rejection of the gospel caused it to be proclaimed to 
Gentiles, whose proclamation of the gospel was intended to 
make Israel jealous. 

b. (11:15) For if their rejection brings reconciliation to the world, what will 
their acceptance mean but life from death. 

i. We are reconciled now.  Think how many more would be reconciled 
by Israel’s acceptance of Christ! 

c. While certainly, many Jews reject Christ, they are not the only ones.  We 
must take heed of the warning that Paul provides for us. 

4. ISRAEL’S REJECTION IS A WARNING FOR US 
a. (11:17-18) Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, though 

a wild olive branch, were grafted in among them and have come to share 
in the rich root of the cultivated olive tree, do not brag that you are better 
than those branches.  But if you do brag--you do not sustain the root, but 
the root sustains you. 

i. “When an old olive tree had lost its vigor, it seems that one remedy 
in antiquity was to cut away the failing branches and graft in some 
wild olive shoots. The result was said to be the invigoration of the 
failing tree.” (Morris) 

ii. Fruit cocktail tree 
b. (John 15:1-7) “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vineyard keeper. 

Every branch in Me that does not produce fruit He removes, and He 
prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit. 
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain 
in Me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself 
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in Me. 
“I am the vine;e you are the branches. The one who remains in Me and I 
in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me. If 
anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown aside like a branch and he 
withers. They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If 
you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you want 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this: that you produce 
much fruit and prove to be My disciples 

i. Note the consistent symbol of the branches. 
c. (11:19-22) Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be 

grafted in.”  True enough; they were broken off by unbelief, but you stand 
by faith.  Do not be arrogant, but be afraid.  For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, He will not spare you either. Therefore, consider God’s 
kindness and severity:  severity toward those who have fallen but God’s 



 

kindness toward you--if you remain in His kindness.  Otherwise you too 
will be cut off. 

i. You stand by faith:  Gentiles, like Jews, do not earn their salvation, 
it is by faith. 

ii. Remain in His kindness:  There is no place for apostasy (the 
abandonment or renouncement of religious belief). 

d. So, we see that Israel’s rejection is not total, it is not final, it is for a 
purpose, which lets us have the gospel, and it is also a warning to us. 
Finally, Israel’s rejection demonstrates God’s mercy. 

5. ISRAEL’S REJECTION DEMONSTRATES GOD’S MERCY 
a. (11:23-24) And even they, if they do not remain in unbelief, will be grafted 

in, because God has the power to graft them in again.  For if you were cut 
off from your native wild olive and against nature were grafted into a 
cultivated olive tree, how much more will these--the natural branches--be 
grafted into their own olive tree? 

i. There is still hope for Israel to know Christ. 
ii. They must come to faith the same way that we do. 

b. (11:25-27) So that you will not be conceited, brothers, I do not want you to 
be unaware of this mystery:  A partial hardening (blindness in part, KJV) 
has come to Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.  And 
in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written:  The Liberator will come 
from Zion; He will turn away godlessness from Jacob.  And this will be My 
covenant with them when I take away their sins. 

i. “One day the Jews will realize their blindness and folly. They’ll 
accept Jesus Christ, and the glorious national restoration of these 
people will bring in the Kingdom Age.” (Smith) 

ii. In the church age, our current time, God is focusing on Gentiles, 
but there will come a time when He focuses on Israel again. 

iii. All Israel:  Paul is speaking of the mass of Jews, not each individual 
one.  They will be saved like we are, by accepting Christ. 

c. (11:28-29) Regarding the gospel, they are enemies for your advantage, 
but regarding election, they are loved because of the patriarchs, since 
God’s gracious gifts and calling are irrevocable. 

i. The advantage is our salvation. 
ii. The patriarchs:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. 

d. (11:30-32) As you once disobeyed God, but now have received mercy 
through their disobedience, so they too have now disobeyed, resulting in 
mercy to you, so that they also now may receive mercy.  For God has 
imprisoned all in disobedience, so that He may have mercy on all. 



 

i. This has been God’s intent all along, to have mercy on all who will 
come to Him. 

e. Only God could have come up with a plan like this.  Paul recognizes this 
and includes a hymn of praise in verses 33-36: 

i. Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God!  How unsearchable His judgments and untraceable His 
ways!  For who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been 
His counselor?  Or who has ever first given to Him, and has to be 
repaid?  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 
To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

6. SO WHAT?  People have been rejecting God’s purpose for them since the 
beginning.  Rejection of Him has eternal consequences.  A cursory look at 
scripture shows us the consequences of rejecting Him.  So the question is:  Will 
you reject Him, or will you accept Him.  There is nothing you can do to earn 
God’s acceptance.  It is a free gift, but requires the surrender of your life to Him. 
Who will surrender to Him today? 


