
 

A “Step” Father                                                                                            June 17, 2018 
Matthew 1:18-24  
 
INTRODUCTION: You may be looking at today’s passage of Scripture and thinking, “It’s 
June, nowhere near Christmas.  Why is Mike preaching about the birth of Jesus?”  But if 
you read the sermon title, you may have guessed that today, on Father’s Day, we will be 
talking about Jesus’ stepfather, Joseph.  There has been a lot of speculation and legend 
around Joseph based on things that are not mentioned in scripture:  
 

That he was old and widowed when he married Mary. 
That he died happy in the presence of Mary and Jesus. 
That he appeared and spoke to Franciscan monks centuries after his death. 
That if you bury a statue of him upside-down in your front yard, it will help your 

house to sell faster. 
 

We’ll leave most of that speculation alone in our treatment of Joseph, as we talk about 
things that he did as the man who served our Lord as his earthly father.  Today, we will 
look at how Joseph STEPPED QUIETLY, he STEPPED MERCIFULLY, he STEPPED 
UP AS A HUSBAND AND FATHER, and he STEPPED OBEDIENTLY. 
 

1. STEPPED QUIETLY 
a. No words of Joseph are recorded in scripture.  
b. (1:19) WHEN HE FOUND OUT MARY WAS PREGNANT:   So her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her 
publicly, decided to divorce her secretly. 

i. This was  before  the angel told him what was happening. 
ii. He thought of mercy before justice. 

c. (1:24) WHEN THE ANGEL VISITED HIM:   When Joseph got up from 
sleeping, he  did  as the Lord’s angel had commanded him. 

i. Simple obedience.  Mary is recorded as speaking assent, Joseph is 
recorded as just doing. 

d. (2:14) WHEN THE ANGEL WARNED HIM THAT HEROD WAS SEEKING 
THE CHILD:   So He got up, took the child and His mother during the night, 
and escaped to Egypt. 

e. (2:21-22) WHEN THE ANGEL TOLD HIM TO GO BACK TO ISRAEL:   So 
he got up, took the child and His mother, and entered the land of Israel. 
But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there.  And being warned in a dream, he 
withdrew to the region of Galilee. 



 

f. (Luke 2:48-49) WHEN TWELVE-YEAR-OLD JESUS WENT TO THE 
TEMPLE INSTEAD OF HOME:   When His parents saw Him, they were 
astonished, and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us 
like this?  Your father and I have been anxiously searching for You.”    “Why 
were you searching for Me?”   He asked them.    “Didn’t you know that I had 
to be in My Father’s house?” 

i. No indication that Joseph was upset by this remark. 
g. It appears that Joseph was a man of action, not talk.  He led his family by 

his example.  He STEPPED QUIETLY, but he also STEPPED 
MERCIFULLY. 

2. STEPPED MERCIFULLY 
a. (1:19) BEFORE THE ANGEL TOLD HIM HOW MARY WAS PREGNANT: 

So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to 
disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly. 

i. He could have returned her to her family in disgrace. 
ii. He could have had her stoned for adultery.  Or blasphemy, when 

she claimed that the child was God’s. 
b. He had to have been heartbroken; he was working hard to provide a life 

for the woman he was to marry, for her to turn up pregnant. 
i. Scripture here contradicts the idea that Joseph was chosen by lot 

to marry the virgin and raise her baby.  If this had been the case, he 
would not have been contemplating divorce. 

c. His decision to divorce her was just and legal.  The manner in which he 
planned to do it was exceedingly merciful. 

d. Joseph’s mercy was going to be necessary as he STEPPED UP AS A 
HUSBAND AND FATHER. 

3. STEPPED UP AS A HUSBAND AND FATHER. 
a. (1:24-25)  When Joseph got up from sleeping, he did as the Lord’s angel 

had commanded him.  He married her but did not know her intimately until 
she gave birth to a son.  And he named Him Jesus. 

i. He married her, taking on not only her as a responsibility, but the 
child that she would give birth to.  When he married her, that made 
Jesus legally his son, and his responsibility. 

ii. He also protected the purity of his wife by not knowing her 
intimately until after Jesus was born.  BTW, this negates the 
doctrine of perpetual virginity. 

b. Stepping up in this manner cost Joseph dearly in terms of reputation, 
resources, and a whole lot of moving around.  He apparently willingly paid 
the price to raise the Son of God. 



 

c. When Joseph stepped up to be a stepdad, he was STEPPING IN 
OBEDIENCE to the Lord.  

4. STEPPED IN OBEDIENCE 
a. (1:20-21)  But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord 

suddenly appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what is conceived in her is by 
the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him 
Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 

i. Two commands here:  Marry Mary and name the boy Jesus. 
ii. (1:24-25) He did both these. 

b. (2:13)  After they were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Get up! Take the child and His mother, flee to 
Egypt, and stay there until I tell you.  For Herod is about to search for the 
child to destroy Him. 

i. Two more commands here:  Get up and go, then, wait on the word. 
ii. (2:14-15) He also did both these. 

c. (2:19-20)  After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Get up! Take the child and His mother 
and go to the land of Israel, because those who sought the child’s life are 
dead.” 

i. (2:21) Get up and go again! 
d. (Luke 2:41-42)  Every year His parents traveled to Jerusalem for the 

Passover Festival. When He was 12 years old, they went up according to 
the custom of the festival. 

i. Joseph’s obedience was not only when angels shook him awake at 
night; he obeyed the law. 

ii. He raised Jesus according to the Law and the Prophets. 
e. His pattern of obedience is the most notable thing about his character. 

5. SO WHAT?  How does all this apply to those who are not awakened in the 
middle of the night and told to marry a pregnant virgin?  Then awakened on other 
occasions and told to move in the night?  Here are the principles that we can 
bring to our lives today: 

a. Be known for what you do, not what you say.  The reason that Joseph’s 
words are not recorded is because they are not what God wanted to 
emphasize.  God chose to emphasize his obedience and mercy. 

b. Be merciful, even if you do not have to.  Particularly to your wife and 
children.  God has shown you great mercy; you must show it to others. 

c. Step up.  If you are a husband, be gracious and merciful.  If you are a 
parent, raise your children according to the principles of the Word.  This 



 

means, of course, that you have to live them yourself.  If you don’t have 
children, 17.4 million children in America live in “father absent homes”.  If 
you know children, there is a chance that you know at least one without a 
father in their life.  Psalm 146:9 says,  “The LORD protects foreigners and 
helps the fatherless and the widow, but He frustrates the ways of the 
wicked.”  As Christians, we are expected to care for widows and orphans. 
James 1:27 reminds us,  “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world.” 

d. Before you can teach children to be obedient to Christ, you yourself must 
be obedient to Christ.  If you have not submitted your life to Christ, I would 
encourage you to do so today. 


