
 

What’s Your Function?                                                                                 June 24, 2018 
Romans 12:1-8  
 
INTRODUCTION: Have you ever stopped to consider the functions of the various parts 
of your body?  We have 206 bones, each created with a purpose.  We have 650 
muscles, each with a purpose.  We have a variety of internal organs, all designed to 
work together.  These organs are made of tissues, which are made of cells, which all 
have parts as well.  God put a lot of care into making our bodies.  The same could be 
said for the church, which is the body of Christ.  It is made up of millions of members, 
each with a purpose and a function.  If you are saved, you are a member of the Body, 
with a purpose.  That purpose is not to sit in a pew once a week.  You are made for 
more!  Have you stopped to consider, “What’s your function?”.  If you haven’t, this may 
be a good time to start.  Today, we are going to examine what has to come before 
finding your function, which is actually presenting yourself to the Lord.  Today we are 
going to look at WHAT TO DO WITH OUR BODIES, WHAT TO DO WITH OUR MINDS, 
and WHAT TO DO WITH OUR GIFTS. 
 

1. WHAT TO DO WITH OUR BODIES 
a. (12:1)  Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your 
spiritual worship  (reasonable service, KJV). 

b. Therefore :  In light of chapters 1-11. 
c. Mercies :  Paul has listed several. 

i. (Rom 3:22) God’s righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ. 
ii. (Rom 8:15) Adoption as children 
iii. (Rom 8:9) The indwelling Holy Spirit. 
iv. (Rom 8:1-2) No condemnation because we are free from the law of 

sin and death. 
d. Your bodies as a living sacrifice :  

i. (Guzik) “The previous appeal to the will (I beseech you) means that 
the will is to be the master over the body. The thinking of our age 
says that our body must tell the will what to do; but the Bible says 
that our will must bring the body as a living sacrifice to God. The 
body is a wonderful servant, but a terrible master. Keeping it at 
God’s altar as a living sacrifice keeps the body where it should be.” 

ii. Remember that under the law, sacrifices were killed. Animals could 
only be sacrificed once.  We however, are to offer ourselves daily to 
LIVE FOR CHRIST. 



 

iii. This means that we owe it to the Lord to only use our bodies in 
ways that please Him.  We ought to care for our bodies and be 
good stewards of them.  “It’s my body, I can do what I want with it” 
does not hold water here.  Our bodies are given to us by Him, 
therefore we must strive to please Him with them. 

e. Holy and pleasing to God 
i. Holy [hagios, Strong’s 40]: “Likeness of nature with the Lord 

because different from the world” 
ii. If we do not live differently from the world, our lives do not indicate 

a fundamental transformation into the likeness of Christ. 
iii. What does holy and pleasing to God look like?:  (Gal 5:16-26) I say 

then, walk by the Spirit and  you will not carry out the desire of 
the flesh . For the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit desires what is against the flesh; these are opposed to each 
other, so that you don’t do what you want. But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are 
obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, idolatry, 
sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, 
and anything similar. I tell you about these things in advance — as I 
told you before — that those who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the Spirit. We must 
not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another 

f. This is your spiritual worship (reasonable service) 
i. [logikós, Strong’s 3050]:  Properly, logical because divinely 

reasonable. 
ii. It is reasonable and logical for us to continue to sacrifice our bodies 

daily to the One who sacrificed for us! 
g. (1 Cor. 6:19) Reinforces this:  Don’t you know that your body is a 

sanctuary (temple, KJV) of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, for you were bought at a price. 
Therefore glorify God in your body. 

h. If our bodies are to be a living sacrifice and a dwelling place of the Holy 
Spirit, then we must be very deliberate about what we do with them.  That 
requires using our minds, which Paul immediately turns to in verse 2. 



 

2. WHAT TO DO WITH OUR MINDS 
a. (12:2) Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, 
pleasing, and perfect will of God. 

b. Conformed  [suschématizó    (soos-khay-mat-id'-zo) , Strong’s 4964]: 
Assuming a similar outward form by following the same pattern--from 
HELPS word studies. 

i. If you follow the pattern of the world, you will look like the world. 
ii. Instead of being conformed, we are to be transformed! 

c. Transformed  [metamorphoó, Strong’s 3339]:  Changing form in keeping 
with inner reality--HELPS Word Studies 

i. (Mark 9:2-4)  After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 
led them up on a high mountain by themselves to be alone. He was 
transformed (transfigured, KJV)  in front of them, and His clothes 
became dazzling — extremely white as no launderer on earth could 
whiten them. Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. 

ii. We are to be markedly different from those who are not saved. 
d. The renewing of your mind : A renewal achieved by God’s power. 

i. This is not about how we “feel”. (Philippians 2:5-8)  Make your own 
attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did 
not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own 
advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a 
slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a 
man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death —even to death on a cross. 

ii. It’s also not about just doing; it’s entirely possible to do all the right 
things with the wrong attitude. 

iii. His ways must become our ways; His thoughts must become our 
thoughts.  

e. Discern  (prove) [dokimazo, Strong’s 1381]: Put to the test to see what is 
genuine. 

f. What is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God . 
i. Where do we find the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God? 
ii. IF YOU ARE NOT SPENDING TIME WITH THE LORD, IN 

READING AND PRAYER, YOU ARE NOT FINDING THE GOOD, 
PLEASING, AND PERFECT WILL OF GOD. 

g. But Paul is not merely telling us to get our bodies and minds in check! 
Our bodies and minds must be prepared for service.  Remember that I 



 

mentioned earlier “your function”?  In the same way that God put our 
individual bodies together, He also carefully put together the body of 
Christ.  Each of us is a part in that body, and our minds must be renewed 
in order to cause our bodies to serve properly within the body of Christ. 
He has given each of us gifts for use in His Church. 

3. WHAT TO DO WITH OUR GIFTS 
a. (12:3) For by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think 

of himself more highly that he should.  Instead, think sensibly, as God has 
distributed a measure of faith to each one. 

i. Every member of the body was created by the same God, with the 
same dignity and worth.  We all received the same faith. 

ii. (Eph. 4:1-5)  Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk 
worthy of the calling you have received, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love, diligently 
keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds us. There is 
one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one hope at 
your calling — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

iii. Recognize that while your gift and place of service is important, so 
is everyone else’s. 

b. (12:4-5)  Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not 
have the same function, in the same way we who are many are one body 
in Christ and individually members of one another. 

i. All the members of the body are united in our purpose for Christ. 
c. (12:6-8)  According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts: If 

prophecy, use it according to the standard of one’s faith; if service, in 
service; if teaching, in teaching; if exhorting, in exhortation; giving, with 
generosity; leading, with diligence; showing mercy, with cheerfulness. 

i. This does not pretend to be a comprehensive list of gifts.  
ii. (1 Cor. 12:4) There are different gifts but the same Spirit. 

1. No reason for ego, because the same God gives gifts to 
individuals as He wills.  We do not earn our places of 
service; each of us is privileged to serve. 

iii. Prophecy:  Not a new revealed word from God, but speaking His 
word into situations. 

iv. Service:  From the same word as deacon. 
v. Exhorting:  encouraging. 

d. Our gifts, like our bodies and our minds, are not to be used for our own 
selfish purposes.  They are for God’s glory. 



 

4. SO WHAT?  If you are a believer, your life is not truly your own.  You have been 
redeemed at the price of Christ’s blood atoning for your sins. So if you are a 
believer, ask yourself: 

a. Is what I’m doing with my body glorifying to God? 
b. Is what I’m feeding my mind glorifying to God? 
c. Is what I’m doing with my gifts glorifying to God? 

You do not simply get to “do nothing”.  If you are not saved, are you willing to 
submit your life to Christ? 


