
 

Conquer Evil With Good                                                                                July 1, 2018 
Romans 12:9-21  
 
INTRODUCTION:  In 1936, Dale Carnegie published a book called, “How to Win 
Friends and Influence People.”  It is still considered to be one of the 100 most influential 
books of all time, and this makes sense.  People typically want to have friends, and they 
want to have the power to influence the opinions of others.  Today, though, all these 
years later, it seems that people think that the best way to influence the opinions of 
others is to yell, scream, call names, and berate each other.  And while this does 
influence opinions, it is probably not in the way that most people want to do so.  Even 
believers often resort to these tactics, and it’s time to stop, and take a look at the way 
that Paul, divinely inspired, said that we should get along.  Today, we are going to see 
from our passage that Paul instructs us to LOVE LAVISHLY, PRAY PERSISTENTLY, 
SHARE WITH THE SAINTS, and PURSUE PEACE.  These four principles can be 
applied within the Body of Christ, or in our dealings with others, and will help us to 
overcome evil with good. 
 

1. LOVE LAVISHLY 
a. (12:9)  Love must be without hypocrisy . 

i. It must be genuine.  People figure out fakes. 
ii. The world’s standard of love is different than God’s. 

b. (12:9)  Detest evil; cling to what is good . 
i. We are often very vocal about the evil that we detest. 
ii. “Nobody knows what we’re for, only what we’re against.” 

c. (12:10)  Show family affection to one another with brotherly love.  Outdo 
one another in showing honor . 

i. (John 13:35)  By this all people will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another. 

ii. Within the church family, we should have a lot of affection for each 
other.  After all, we’re going to spend eternity together. 

iii. In this verse, the affection is assumed.  It’s the demonstration of the 
affection where we need practice.  

iv. In order to truly show honor to one another, the affection must be 
there, otherwise we become fake people. 

d. (12:11)  Do not lack diligence; be fervent in spirit; serve the Lord. 
i. This Christian walk requires much diligence and enthusiasm. 
ii. It also requires endurance.  (Matt. 24:13) But the one who 

perseveres to the end will be saved. 



 

e. Conquering evil requires a love that could only come from a Christ who 
loved us enough to bear the penalty for our sins.  This is who we worship, 
and to Him we must pray persistently. 

2. PRAY PERSISTENTLY 
a. (12:12)  Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction, be persistent in prayer. 

i. Hope:  That which is unseen but certain--the return of Christ. 
ii. Affliction:  Can be caused by others or God can bring us to it. 

b. (1 Thes. 5:16-18)  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you 

c. Are things going well?  Thank God! 
d. Are things not going well?  Praise God. 
e. In all situations! 
f. Not only must we love lavishly and pray persistently, we must also share 

with the saints. 
3. SHARE WITH THE SAINTS 

a. (12:13)  Share with the saints in their needs; pursue hospitality. 
i. Acts 6 shows how the church organized together to serve the 

widows by electing deacons. 
ii. This is not just a verse about sharing your things with the poor. 

Hospitality implies hosting, spending time with, entertaining and 
enjoying. 

iii. We are all interconnected, as the example of the body earlier in this 
chapter.  We are to share our time. 

b. (Acts 2:42)  And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers. 

c. Lest we think of the church as some kind of utopian society, we must 
remember that believers are people too, and are prone to errors.  But we 
must remain committed to them.  We must love them lavishly, and pursue 
peace with them. 

4. PURSUE PEACE 
a. (12:14) Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

i. That’s not always the easy thing to do.  It’s counterintuitive. 
ii. (Matt. 5:43-48) “You have heard that it was said, Love your 

neighbor, and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
For if you love those who love you, what reward will you have? 
Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only 



 

your brothers, what are you doing out of the ordinary? Don’t even 
the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect,br therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

b. (12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 
i. This can and should apply to believers and nonbelievers that we 

know.  
ii. This comes more naturally with fellow believers. 
iii. (Guzik)  It is a simple command to be considerate of the feelings of 

others instead of waiting for them to be considerate of your 
feelings. 

iv. Sometimes what people need most is a listening ear. 
c. (12:16) Be in agreement with one another.  Do not be proud; instead 

associate with the humble. 
i. He is by no means telling us to compromise our principles, which if 

they are correct, are His principles. 
ii. It is possible to disagree without being disagreeable. 
iii. Instead, he is saying that we should be willing to listen, and 

demonstrate love for others. 
iv. Arrogance does not demonstrate the character of Christ. 

d. (12:17) Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
i. An eye for an eye leaves two blind guys. 
ii. When we seek revenge, we bring ourselves to the level of the one 

who wronged us. 
e. (12:17) Try to do what is honorable in everyone’s eyes. 

i. (Lt. Col Ty Simmons) If you do the right things for the right reasons, 
the right things will happen. 

ii. Does the way that you treat others show them honor?  Grace? 
Love?  

f. (12:18) If possible on your part, live at peace with everyone. 
i. Some will make it impossible. 
ii. We are to do everything in our power to be peaceable. 

g. (12:19) Fri ends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for His 
wrath.  For it is written:  Vengeance belongs to Me; I will repay, says the 
Lord.’ 

i. (12:20)   But If your enemy is hungry, feed him.  If he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink.  For in doing so you will be heaping fiery 
coals on his head . 

ii. Here Paul quotes Proverbs 25:21-22. 
h. (12:21)  Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. 



 

i. Two wrongs don’t make a right. 
ii. The behavior of others has NO bearing on our responsibility to treat 

them in accordance with God’s word. 
5. SO WHAT? Consider this thought:  Do my words and my behavior affect other 

people’s perception of Christ positively or negatively?  God’s people should be 
known as those who LOVE LAVISHLY.  (John 3:16).  His pure love should be 
reflected in us; it should exude from our pores.  We will not demonstrate God’s 
love if we are not constantly in His presence, which is why we must PRAY 
PERSISTENTLY.  A mirror will not reflect anything that is not in front of it.  We 
need to constantly be in the presence of the Lord.  Think of prayer as an ongoing 
conversation with God.  We tend to become like those that we are around. 
People who are constantly in the presence of God take on His generosity of 
character, so SHARING WITH THE SAINTS will become second nature.  As you 
draw closer to God, you naturally draw closer to your fellow believers.  And, as 
you do this, you will naturally PURSUE PEACE in your relationships.  If all 
believers did this, we would make a huge impact in the tone of the world we live 
in.  Of course, none of what we’ve said here today makes sense if you are not a 
Christ-follower.  Who will decide to follow Him today? 


