
 

Government is God’s Servant                                              July 15, 2018 
Romans 13:1-7  
 
INTRODUCTION:  As you may remember from last week, we learned 
about conquering evil with good (Rom 12:21).  The chapter break 
between this and today’s passage may lead you to the conclusion that 
our treatment of others is a completely separate subject from our 
obligations to the government, but the last part of chapter 13 talks about 
our duty to love our neighbor and put on Christ, so what we really see 
here is that today’s passage is a parenthetical idea inserted into the 
main point of the passage.  The first part of chapter 13 fits perfectly with 
the end of chapter 12.  God commands that we do not seek vengeance 
for ourselves, but He gives earthly governments, to whom we are to 
submit, the authority to hand out justice.  Today, we will see that 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY IS FROM GOD, GOVERNMENT EXISTS 
TO PUNISH AND DETER WRONGDOING, and that CHRISTIANS ARE 
TO BE THE BEST CITIZENS. 
 

1. GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY IS FROM GOD 
a. (13:1-2) Everyone must submit to the governing authorities, for 

there is no authority except from God, and those that exist are 
instituted by God.  So then, the one who resists the authority is 
opposing God’s command, and those who oppose it will bring 
judgment on themselves. 
i. This is in opposition to zealous Jews who did not 

recognize Rome as having authority. 
ii. Note the absolutes in verse 1 “everyone” and “no authority 

except” 
b. (MacDonald, p. 1732) “It is helpful to remember that Paul wrote 

this section on subjection to human government when the 



 

infamous Nero was Emperor. Those were dark days for 
Christians.  Nero blamed them for a fire which destroyed half 
the city of Rome (and which he himself may have ordered).  He 
caused some believers to be immersed in tar, then ignited as 
living torches to provide illumination for his orgies.  Others 
were sewn up in animal skins, then thrown to ferocious dogs to 
be torn to pieces.” 
i. Yet, Christians were commanded to submit to the 

authorities! 
ii. There was no call in scripture for people to rise up against 

the Empire.  (Philippians 3:20) “But our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  

c. (John 19:10-11) So Pilate said to Him, “You’re not talking to 
me? Don’t You know that I have the authority to release You 
and the authority to crucify You? ” “You would have no 
authority over Me at all,” Jesus answered him, “if it hadn’t 
been given you from above. This is why the one who handed 
Me over to you has the greater sin.” 
i. Jesus points out that God gave authority to the 

government that was going to crucify him. 
ii. Paul acknowledges that God gave authority to the 

government that crucified Jesus and would eventually kill 
him. 

d. People would have jumped on the Christianity bandwagon if 
they believed its purpose was to free them from government 
oppression.  Christianity is not a political movement, but a 
gospel movement.  While we are here, we are to respect the 
government. 



 

2. GOVERNMENT EXISTS TO PUNISH AND DETER 
WRONGDOING 

a. (13:3) For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Do you want to be unafraid of the authority?  Do what is good, 
and you will have its approval. 
i. This is a principle, not an absolute.  There are definitely 

some bad governments that are persecuting Christians. 
ii. Overall, the purpose of government is to punish those who 

do evil.  
b. (13:4) For government is God’s servant for your good.  But if 

you do wrong, be afraid, because it does not carry the sword 
for no reason. For government is God’s servant, an avenger 
that brings wrath on the one who does wrong. 
i. God’s prohibition against seeking our own vengeance 

(12:19-21) is 100% compatible with the government being 
His instrument of vengeance. 

ii. Government has the authority to take life from evildoers. 
(Gen. 9:6) “Whoever sheds man’s blood, his blood will be 
shed by man, for God made man in His image.” 

c. So, as a principle, if we do not do wrong, the government has 
no need to punish us.  Furthermore, since we are primarily to 
see ourselves as citizens of heaven first, we should be the best 
behaved citizens that there are, because our citizenship is 
higher than any earthly affiliation. 

3. CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE THE BEST CITIZENS 
a. (13:5) Therefore, you must submit, not only because of wrath, 

but also because of your conscience. 
i. Not because we fear the government, but because we fear 

God! 



 

b. (13:6-7) And for this reason you pay taxes, since the 
authorities are God’s public servants, continually attending to 
these tasks.  Pay your obligations to everyone:  taxes (tribute, 
KJV) to those you owe taxes, tolls (custom, KJV) to those you 
owe tolls, respect (fear, KJV) to those you owe respect, and 
honor to those you owe honor. 
i. Have you ever thought of paying taxes as an act of 

worship?  We are commanded to do it. 
ii. (Matt. 22:15-22) Then the Pharisees went and plotted how 

to trap Him by what He said. They sent their disciples to 
Him, with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know 
that You are truthful and teach truthfully the way of God. 
You defer to no one, for You don’t show partiality. Tell us, 
therefore, what You think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar or not? ” But perceiving their malice, Jesus said, 
“Why are you testing Me, hypocrites? Show Me the coin 
used for the tax.” So they brought Him a denarius. “Whose 
image and inscription is this? ” He asked them. “Caesar’s,” 
they said to Him. Then He said to them, “Therefore give 
back to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.”s When they heard this, they 
were amazed. So they left Him and went away. 

c. It’s part of your witness. 
i. (1 Pet 2:11-17) Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and 

temporary residents to abstain from fleshly desires that 
war against you. Conduct yourselves honorably among 
the Gentiles, so that in a case where they speak against 
you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing 
your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. 
Submit to every human authority because of the Lord, 



 

whether to the Emperor as the supreme authority or to 
governors as those sent out by him to punish those who 
do what is evil and to praise those who do what is good. 
For it is God’s will that you silence the ignorance of foolish 
people by doing good. As God’s slaves, live as free 
people, but don’t use your freedom as a way to conceal 
evil. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the Emperor. 

d. The EXCEPTION:  When the government commands you to 
disobey God. 
i. Daniel 3:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
ii. Daniel 6: Daniel in the Lion’s Den. 
iii. (Acts 4:18-20) So they called for them and ordered them 

not to preach or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But 
Peter and John answered them, “Whether it’s right in the 
sight of God for us to listen to you rather than to God, you 
decide; for we are unable to stop speaking about what we 
have seen and heard.” 

iv. (Acts 5:25-29) Someone came and reported to them, 
“Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple 
complex and teaching the people.” Then the commander 
went with the temple police and brought them in without 
force, because they were afraid the people might stone 
them. After they brought them in, they had them stand 
before the Sanhedrin, and the high priest asked, “Didn’t 
we strictly order you not to teach in this name? And look, 
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are 
determined to bring this man’s blood on us! ” But Peter 
and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than 
men. 



 

4. SO WHAT?  If we are saved, we are citizens of a much greater 
Kingdom than the United States, and our example should be of 
those who have the utmost respect and love for our Lord.  Part of 
our obedience to Him is submission to our earthly government 
(however good or bad) as His representative on the earth.  Our 
government, as well as all the other governments on the earth, 
exist because God has allowed them to be in place.  When we 
obey the government, we are obeying the representative of God. 
As His representative, our government deserves our respect and 
honor.  Even if less than honorable people are running it.  God 
Almighty has placed them there for His purpose.  In the United 
States, we have a peculiar role in selecting our government, and 
we should use that responsibility in a way that glorifies God.  We 
are to obey the government in every way possible; the only 
exception being when a command from the government clearly 
violates a godly principle.  We can (and should) be thankful for our 
form of government, while recognizing that many of our brothers 
and sisters in other nations do not share the same freedoms that 
we enjoy.  We do this, not to be good Americans, but to be good 
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Have you reserved your place 
in the Kingdom of Heaven?  If not, you can today. 

 
 


