
 

Discard the Deeds of Darkness                                          July 22, 2018 
Romans 13: 8-14  
 
INTRODUCTION: As we continue through Paul’s letter to the church at 
Rome, immediately after we see our obligation to submit to the 
government, we move right back into the discussion on how to treat 
others.  In his discussion on the obligations of the Christian life, he 
transitions naturally from discussion about obedience to the government 
to paying taxes to paying our other debts.  As we go into today’s 
passage, we see that WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO LOVE and WE 
MUST ORIENT TO THE LIGHT. 
 

1. WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO LOVE 
a. (13:8)  Do not owe anyone anything,  

i. Do not owe:  This is a good financial principle, but we 
cannot use these few words to form a financial doctrine. 

ii. (Prov. 22:7)  The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower 
is a slave to the lender. 

iii. (1 Thes. 4:10-12)  But we encourage you, brothers, to do 
so even more, to seek to lead a quiet life, to mind your 
own business, and to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you, so that you may walk properly in the 
presence of outsiders and not be dependent on anyone. 

iv. Indebtedness is a form of bondage, and we are not to live 
a life of bondage. 

b. (13:8)  except to love one another 
i. Why do we owe love to one another?  Because love is 

freely given to us! 
ii. We can never give more love than we have been given. 



 

iii. Cory Asbury’s song  "Reckless Love"  describes it as, “the 
overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God.  Oh, it 
chases me down, fights till I’m found, leaves the 99. I 
couldn’t earn it; I don’t deserve it.  Still You give Yourself 
away...O the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of 
God.” 

c. for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
i. (Matt. 22:34-40)  When the Pharisees heard that He had 

silenced the Sadducees, they came together.  And one of 
them, an expert in the law, asked a question to test Him: 
“Teacher, which command in the law is the greatest?”  He 
said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the 
greatest and most important command. The second is like 
it:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the 
Prophets depend on these two commands.” 

1. Why did Paul omit the first part of this?  It is not 
possible for one to truly love others if he does not love 
God. 

2. This kind of love naturally leads to obedience to the 
commandments. 

d. (13:9)  The commandments:  Do not commit adultery; do not 
murder; do not steal; do not covet; and whatever other 
commandment are all summed up by this:  Love your neighbor 
as yourself. 
i. Some manuscripts have “thou shalt not bear false witness” 

between “do not steal” and “do not covet”.  It is not in the 
most reliable manuscripts, but certainly fits.  If Paul 
intended to include all of the commandments relating to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc6SSHuZvQE


 

dealing with others, he would have also added “honor your 
father and mother.” 

ii. Remember that the first 4 commandments “No other 
gods”, “no idols”, “do not take the name of the Lord in 
vain”, “keep the Sabbath” are related to relationship with 
God.  The other 6 deal with relationships with others. 

iii. (Lev. 19:18) Do not take revenge or bear a grudge against 
members of your community, but love your neighbor as 
yourself; I am Yahweh. 

e. (13:10)  Love does no wrong to a neighbor.  Love, therefore, is 
the fulfillment of the law. 
i. (Guzik)  It is easy to do all the right religious “things” but to 

neglect love. Our love is the true measure of our 
obedience to God. 

ii. This statement must be taken in context of the larger 
passage.  Remember that in (12:1-2) Paul wrote, 
“Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God; this is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed 
to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, 
and perfect will of God.” 

f. A large part of that good and perfect will of God is to love 
others.  (John 13:35)  “By this all people will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another.”   Our love is a 
reflection of His love, just as our light is a reflection of His light. 

2. WE MUST ORIENT TO THE LIGHT 
a. (13:11)  Besides this, knowing the time, it is already the hour for 

you to wake up from sleep, for now our salvation is nearer than 
when we first believed. 



 

i. (Barnes’ Notes) Knowing the time - Taking a proper 
"estimate" of the time. Taking just views of the shortness 
and the value of time; of the design for which it was given, 
and of the fact that it is, in regard to us, rapidly coming to a 
close. And still further considering, that the time in which 
you live is the time of the gospel, a period of light and 
truth, when you are particularly called on to lead holy lives, 
and thus to do justly to all. The "previous" time had been a 
period of ignorance and darkness, when oppression, and 
falsehood, and sin abounded. This, the time of the 
"gospel," when God had "made known" to people his will 
that they should be pure. 

ii. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown) Sleep:  of stupid, fatal 
indifference to eternal things. 

iii. For now our salvation is nearer 
1. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown) This is in the line of 

all our Lord's teaching, which represents the decisive 
day of Christ's second appearing as at hand, to keep 
believers ever in the attitude of wakeful expectancy, 
but without reference to the chronological nearness or 
distance of that event. 

2. We are closer than ever to a time when we shall be 
delivered from all temptation! 

b. (13:12)  The night is nearly over, and the daylight is near, so let 
us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
i. What do people do at night, when it is dark?  Paul gets to 

that. 
ii. The daylight is near: Time is short, whether for our deaths 

or for the return of Christ! 



 

iii. Discard the deeds of darkness:  Like taking off filthy 
clothes! 

1. (Eph. 4:22-24)  “ You took off your former way of 
life, the old self that is corrupted by deceitful 
desires ; you are being renewed in the spirit of your 
minds; you put on the new self, the one created 
according to God’s likeness in righteousness and 
purity of the truth.”  

iv. Put on the armor of light 
1. (Eph. 6:13)  “This is why you must take up the full 

armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the 
evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your 
stand.” 

2. (Matthew 22:11-13)  “But when the king came in to 
view the guests, he saw a man there who was not 
dressed for a wedding.  So he said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ 
The man was speechless.  “Then the king told the 
attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’” 

3. You must be properly dressed! 
c. (13:13)  Let us walk with decency, as in the daylight: not in 

carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual impurity and 
promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. 
i. As followers of Christ, our shameful deeds should be 

behind us, never in front of us! 
ii. (2 Cor. 6:14)  “What fellowship does light have with 

darkness?” 



 

iii. We must discard all these deeds, like a torn garment that 
we cannot wear again. 

d. (13:14) But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no plans to 
satisfy the fleshly desires. 
i. When you put on a new suit, you do not plan to go play in 

the mud.  Neither should we, having put on Christ, partake 
in all the filthy deeds of the world! 

ii. What are the things that tempt you?  If you are on a diet, 
and are tempted by chocolate cake, it is ill-advised to pick 
one up at Sam’s Club.  If you are tempted by liquor, you 
should probably clean out the liquor cabinet, along with 
the bottles hidden around the house.  Throw out the things 
that are likely to lead you back into the old life. 

iii. (Prov. 26:11)  As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool 
repeats his foolishness.  

3. SO WHAT?  Those of us who follow Christ know how we walked 
before we were saved; we know how we talked before we were 
saved; we know the actions that we thought were acceptable at that 
time.  These are not appropriate now that we follow Christ. If you 
are not yet a follower of Christ, I urge you to consider the following: 

a. (Rom 3:23)  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
b. (Rom 6:23)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
c. (Rom 5:8)  But God demonstrated His love toward us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
d. (Rom 10:9-10)  If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. One believes with the heart, resulting in 
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in 
salvation. 



 

e. (Rom 10:13)  For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. 

f. (Rom 10:17)  Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. 

If you are ready to surrender your life to Christ, come forward as we 
sing. 

 
Deacons Meeting to follow…... 


