
 

Endurance and Encouragement                                            Aug 5, 2018 
Romans 15:1-13  
 
INTRODUCTION:  God has a purpose for His Church. 

1. Obviously the Great Commission 
a. (Matt. 28:19-20) 
b. (Acts 1:8)  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

2. God also intends that His Church glorify Him in all that we do. 
a. (1 Thes. 5:17) Pray without ceasing 
b. (Psalm 68:4) Sing to God! Sing praises to His name.  Exalt 

Him who rides on the clouds--His name is Yahweh--and rejoice 
before Him. 

3. The purpose of God’s church that we will discuss today is for us to 
live our lives together, in service of Him and each other, as we will 
show by his example.  Today, we will note that WE ARE TO BEAR 
ONE ANOTHER’S WEAKNESS because Christ bore ours, WE 
ARE TO ENDURE WITH ONE ANOTHER in faithfulness, WE ARE 
TO ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER as we are encouraged by the 
Word, WE ARE TO ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER, because Christ 
accepted us, WE ARE TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER following His 
example, and finally WE ARE TO BE RULED BY CHRIST. 

 
MESSAGE: 

1. WE ARE TO BEAR ONE ANOTHER’S WEAKNESS 
a. (15:1)  Now we who are strong have an obligation to bear the 

weaknesses of those without strength, and not to please 
ourselves. 



 

i. Remember that at this point, the church is made up of 
Jews (with a religious history) and Gentiles (with a pagan 
history). 

ii. Both sides likely would have thought the other to be weak; 
Paul seems to think that the Jews were being weak. 

iii. Remember that in (14:13) Paul instructed them not to put 
a stumbling block in their brother’s way. 

iv. He goes further here by reminding us that Christian 
service is not our preferences. 

v. The picture used here is of the stronger one helping the 
weaker one along. 

1. Sgt Castaneda carrying my pack. 
2. I carried the radio 

b. (15:2)  Each one of us must please his neighbor for his good, to 
build him up. 
i. This in no way requires us to compromise integrity.  
ii. All that is required is to refrain from our personal 

preferences. 
c. (15:3)  For even the Messiah did not please Himself. On the 

contrary, as it is written,  the insults of those who insult You 
have fallen on Me. 
i. Quotation of Psalm 68:9 
ii. Christ would have loved to have not had to be insulted, 

beaten, and crucified.  He accepted this punishment out of 
love, because it was beneficial to us. 

d. (Isaiah 53:4)  Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our 
sorrows that weighed him down.  

e. Quite simply, bearing one another’s weaknesses means caring 
more about that person than about our preferences.  We are to 
maintain unity in the Body of Christ by exercising derence to 



 

each other.  Unity is necessary if we are to endure with one 
another. 

2. WE ARE TO ENDURE WITH ONE ANOTHER 
a. (15:4-6)  For whatever was written in the past was written for 

our instruction, so that we may have hope through endurance 
and through encouragement from the scriptures. Now may the 
God who gives endurance and encouragement allow you to 
live in harmony with one another, according to the command of 
Christ Jesus so that you may glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with a united mind and voice. 
i. Whatever was written in the past (The Old Testament) 

1. A reminder of all of God’s promises. 
2. The picture of redemption through Jesus. 

ii. The God who gives endurance 
1. Life is a marathon, not a sprint. 
2. God gives us the ability to long endure in the faith. 

iii. If we endure faithfully together, how much more will we be 
united in mind and voice. 

b. As we are enduring together in this race, we are also to 
encourage one another. 

3. WE ARE TO ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER 
a. (15:5) Now may the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement allow you to live in harmony with one another. 
i. Where does the encouragement come from? 

1. (Vs. 4) the scriptures 
ii. Endurance and encouragement go together, because if 

you are discouraged, you will not endure. 
b. God provides encouragement through His word, and we are to 

also encourage one another with His word. 



 

1. (1 Thes. 4:18) Therefore encourage one another with 
these words. 

2. Christ is coming back 
3. We have eternal life with Him. 
4. He will never leave you nor forsake you! 

c. Have any of you ever been discouraged?  Do you sometimes 
need to be reminded of God’s promises?  So do others! 

d. Bearing one another’s weaknesses, enduring together, 
encouraging one another...these are things that we can only 
truly do if we accept one another. 

4. WE ARE TO ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER 
a. (15:7) Therefore accept one another, just as the Messiah also 

accepted you, to the glory of God. 
i. Christ’s acceptance of us is not based on anything we are 

able to do. 
ii. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8) 

b. We are never qualified to reject one that Christ accepts. 
i. Both of these groups had received the Holy Spirit, so 

obviously they were both accepted by God. 
c. Some in churches want to turn this into acceptance of lifestyles 

that Christ rejects, but this is not the case.  Christ died for all, 
but repentance is required. 

d. Along with accepting one another, it is God’s desire that we 
serve one another. 

5. WE ARE TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER 
a. (15:8-9)  For I say that the Messiah became a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises to 
the fathers, and so that Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy. 



 

i. (Matt 20:28)  just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. 

ii. (15:8-9) Points out that Christ proved who He is, 
confirming all the promises prophesied about Himself. 

6. WE ARE TO BE RULED BY CHRIST 
a. (15:9)  And so that the Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy . 

i. It was always God’s plan to save the Gentiles through 
Israel. 

1. (Gen. 22:18)  And all the nations of the earth will be 
blessed by your offspring because you have obeyed 
my command. 

b. (15:9)  Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles, and I will 
sing psalms to Your name .  (2 Sam. 22:50) (Ps. 18:49) 

c. (15:10)  Again it says: Rejoice, you Gentiles, with His people! 
(Deut 32:43) 

d. (15:11)  And again:  Praise the lord, all you Gentiles; all the 
peoples should praise Him!  (Psalm 117:1) 

e. (15:12)  And again, Isaiah says:  The root of Jesse will appear, 
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; the Gentiles will hope in 
Him.  (Isa. 11:10, LXX) 

f. (15:13)  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you believe in Him so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
i. Believing in Him, here necessarily implies submission to 

Him. 
ii. The power of the Holy Spirit is available to us as people 

who are ruled by Christ. 
7. SO WHAT?  Is your life ruled by Christ?  If it is, it should look like a 

life that bears another’s weaknesses, endures in the faith, 



 

encourages others, accepts others, serves others, and obeys Christ 
in all things.  Does this look like your life?  Are you ready for your 
life to look like this?  What’s hold you back today? 


