
 

Paul’s Strategic Mission Plan                                               Aug 12, 2018 
Romans 15:14-33  
 
INTRODUCTION:  According to the International Mission Board, there 
are over 6500 unreached “people groups” (out of approximately 11,000 
people groups) in the world today.  They define an unreached people 
group as having less than 2 percent Christian population.  This can 
seem like a really overwhelming number, and it’s easy to think that 
there’s just too much to do.  But as we will see, back in the first century, 
Paul (inspired by the Holy Spirit) carried out a plan designed to reach 
the entire world for Christ.  He would not finish the work; it carries on 
today.  Every believer has a part in missions, just as every believer has 
a responsibility to be an evangelist.  With this said, let’s take a look at 
Paul’s strategy for reaching the world for Christ. 

Today, we will see that some elements of Paul’s strategy were to 
PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL, DEVELOP DISCIPLES, PROVIDE FOR 
THE POOR, PARTNER IN PRAYER, and all the while GIVE ALL THE 
GLORY TO GOD.  
 
MESSAGE: 

1. PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 
a. Paul was the Apostle to the Gentiles. 

i. (Rom. 15:15-16)  Nevertheless, I have written to remind 
you more boldly on some points because of the grace 
given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles, serving as a priest of God’s good news.  My 
purpose is that the offering of the Gentiles may be 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

1. Priest:  Paul saw himself as a priest to the Gentiles, 
with the duty of presenting them to the Lord. 



 

2. Offering of the Gentiles:  What did they have to offer? 
(Rom. 12:1)  Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your 
spiritual worship.” 

b. Paul went to where the lost people were. 
i. (Rom 15:19b-20) As a result, I have fully proclaimed the 

good news about the Messiah from Jerusalem all the way 
to Illyricum.  My aim is to evangelize where Christ has not 
been named, so that I will not build on someone else’s 
foundation. 

1. Fully proclaimed:  Does not imply that everyone there 
was saved, but they had access to the gospel. 

2. The 3000 who were initially saved and scattered were 
not Paul’s target audience.  He was specifically 
looking to reach those who had not heard. 

ii. His intent was to keep going to where the gospel had not 
been proclaimed. (Rom. 15:28)  So when I have finished 
this and safely delivered the funds to them, I will visit you 
on the way to Spain. 

1. Paul wanted to visit Rome, and planned to do so on 
his way to the wild, wild west of Spain, where the 
Messiah had not been proclaimed. 

c. Paul saw it as his duty to proclaim the gospel to the Gentiles, 
but this was certainly something that he would not be able to 
do effectively on his own.  Paul could have spent years in any 
one of the cities on his missionary journeys and not reached 
everyone there.  So what did Paul do?  The same thing that 
Jesus had done, and even commanded.  He developed 
disciples. 



 

2. DEVELOP DISCIPLES 
a. (Matt 28:19-20)  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age. 
i. Remember that Jesus spent the 3 ½ years of His earthly 

ministry developing 12 disciples, one of whom would 
betray Him. 

ii. This is not about getting someone to walk an aisle, say a 
canned prayer, and take a bath.  It is about a lifestyle of 
following Jesus!  In order to develop disciples, Paul had to 
speak into the lives of those who would lead the churches 
he established (BTW, Rome was not one, he hadn’t been 
there). 

b. Correction:  So much of Paul’s letter to Rome seems to be 
corrective in nature.  He addresses this in 15:14-15. 
i. (Rom. 15:14-15)  My brothers, I myself am convinced 

about you that you also are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, and able to instruct one another. 
Nevertheless, I have written to remind you more boldly on 
some points because of the grace given to me by God to 
be a minister of Christ to the Gentiles, serving as a priest 
of God’s good news. 

1. Even established believers need correction from time 
to time.  

2. Paul is not asserting that they do not know these 
things, but he is reminding them. 

c. Encouragement 



 

i. Much of the NT is letters that Paul wrote to churches that 
he helped start, to provide correction and encouragement. 

1. 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians. 

ii. He also wrote letters to encourage pastors of the churches 
he helped start.  

1. 1&2 Timothy, Titus. 
iii. This is proof that Paul did not believe discipleship to be a 

“one and done” thing.  He used his leadership position to 
develop other leaders for the church. 

d. While proclaiming the gospel and developing disciples, Paul 
never overlooked the fact that the church is one body, and that 
the members of the body must care for one another.  Paul 
encouraged the church to do this by providing for the poor. 

3. PROVIDE FOR THE POOR 
a. (15:25-28)  Right now I am traveling to Jerusalem to serve the 

saints, for Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a 
contribution for the the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 
Yes, they were pleased, and indeed are indebted to them.  For 
if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual benefits, then they 
are obligated to minister to Jews in material needs.  So when I 
have finished this and safely delivered the funds to them, I will 
visit you on the way to Spain. 
i. (Acts 11:27-30)  In those days, some prophets came down 

from Jerusalem to Antioch.  Then one of them, named 
Agabus, stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there 
would be a severe famine throughout the Roman world. 
This took place during the time of Claudius.  So each of 
the disciples, according to his ability, determined to send 



 

relief to the brothers who lived in Judea.  They did this, 
sending it to the elders by means of Barnabas and Saul. 

b. Judean Christians may have been particularly worse off, since 
accepting Christ hurt their social and business standing.  We 
always have an obligation to care for the poor until the Lord’s 
return. 

c. Caring for the poor is not the only way that we care for each 
other in the Body of Christ.  Paul also partnered in prayer with 
believers to make ministry and mission more effective. 

4. PARTNER IN PRAYER 
a. (Rom. 15:30-33)  Now I appeal to you, brothers, through our 

Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to join with 
me in fervent prayers to God on my behalf.  Pray that I may be 
rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, that the gift I am 
bringing to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, and 
that by God’s will, I may come to you with joy and be refreshed 
together with you.  The God of peace be with all of you.  Amen. 
i. Specific prayer requests 

1. Rescue from unbelievers 
2. Gift may be acceptable 
3. That he will be refreshed. 

b. (1 Cor. 1:4)  I always thank my God for you because of God’s 
grace given to you in Christ Jesus. 

c. (Philippians 1:3)  I give thanks to my God for every 
remembrance of you. 

d. (2 Tim. 1:3)  I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience 
as my ancestors did, when I constantly remember you in my 
prayers night and day. 

e. Paul’s prayers are always thankful, because he recognizes that 
all glory belongs to God. 



 

5. GIVE ALL THE GLORY TO GOD 
a. (15:17-19)  Therefore I have reason to boast in Christ Jesus 

regarding what pertains to God. For i would not dare say 
anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to 
make the Gentiles obedient by word and deed, by the power of 
miraculous signs and wonders, and by the power of God’s 
Spirit. 
i. The end purpose of everything that Paul did in his ministry 

was to please God. 
ii. This should also be the purpose of everything that we do. 
iii. We are only able to be on mission through His power and 

strength. 
b. Are you operating in God’s strength?  Or are you trying to 

operate in your own strength?  There is no way that Paul could 
have accomplished all he did on his own.  

6. SO WHAT?  What do we learn today?  First, we have an obligation 
to proclaim the gospel at every opportunity.  We all know someone 
without Christ.  Don’t let them die without hearing the Word.  When 
someone comes to Christ, we have an obligation to develop them 
as disciples, so that they become disciple makers.  If we don’t do 
that, the system breaks down.  While we are doing this, we should 
take advantage of every opportunity to provide for the poor.  This 
demonstrates the love of Christ.  And we must pray.  Pray for the 
lost.  Pray for the afflicted.  Pray for each other.  Pray for your 
pastor.  Pray for missionaries.  Partner in prayer with believers! 
Finally, but most importantly, always give God the glory He 
deserves.  He is almighty, and all powerful, and worthy!  And if you 
have not accepted Christ as Lord in your life, consider doing so 
today!  


