
 

To Him Be the Glory Forever!                                               Aug 26, 2018 
Romans 16:17-27  
 
INTRODUCTION:  So now, at long last, we reach the conclusion of 
Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, which we have studied in some 
depth throughout the last eight months. Paul covered a lot of territory in 
this letter.  He addresses the fact that unregenerate man rejects “natural 
revelation” (1:18-19), and continues further and further unchecked into 
depravity.  He addresses that God is the only righteous One, and that 
trying to seek our own righteousness is futile.  He points out that mere 
obedience to rules cannot save us, but that we must have faith in Jesus 
Christ.  He points out what a new life in Christ should look like.  He talks 
about man’s bondage to sin, and how to be free from it.  In fact, Paul 
gives the whole plan of salvation within this letter; as many of you I’m 
sure remember, the Romans Road.  In his conclusion to the letter, we 
have some final thoughts from the “Apostle to the Gentiles”.  These take 
the form of a WARNING, an ENCOURAGEMENT, and a 
BENEDICTION. 
 

1. WARNING 
a. (Ellicott) “Here the Epistle would naturally end, but an 

afterthought occurs to the Apostle, His experience of other 
churches, especially those at Corinth and in Galatia, suggests 
to him that he should warn his readers against false teachers, 
though such had not as yet obtained any great hold among 
them.” 

b. (16:17)  Now I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who 
cause dissensions and obstacles contrary to the doctrine you 
have learned.    Scholars debate over whether Paul has in mind 
Gnostics or Judaizers.  After all, Paul had warned about both. 



 

It seems that gnosticism had become a problem in other 
churches such as: 
i. Corinth: (1 Cor. 1:20)  Where is the philosopher?  Where is 

the scholar? Where is the debater of this age?  Hasn’t 
God made the world’s wisdom foolish? 

ii. Ephesus: (1 Tim 6:20-21)  Timothy, guard what has been 
entrusted to you, avoiding irreverent, empty speech and 
contradictions from the “knowledge” that falsely bears that 
name.  By professing it, some people have deviated from 
the faith. 

iii. Colossae: (Colossians 2:8)  Be careful that no one takes 
you captive through philosophy and empty deceit based 
on human tradition, based on elemental forces of the 
world, and not based on Christ. 

c. Any doctrine contrary to Scripture is heresy, and is a product of 
Hell. 
i. (Gal 1:6-9)  I am amazed that you are so quickly turning 

away from him who called you by the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel — not that there is another 
gospel, but there are some who are troubling you and 
want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary 
to what we have preached to you, a curse be on him! As 
we have said before, I now say again: If anyone is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, a 
curse be on him! 

ii. Prosperity gospels 
iii. Doctrines that ignore the need for repentance. 
iv. Doctrines that emphasize man’s desires over God’s. 



 

d. (16:17-18)  Avoid them, for such people do not serve our Lord 
Christ, but their own appetites.  They deceive the hearts of the 
unsuspecting with smooth talk and flattering words. 
i. Avoid them:  Do not have any unnecessary interaction with 

those who preach a false gospel.  You will not change their 
mind. 

ii. Who gets rich from the prosperity gospel?  
iii. They deceive the hearts:  People will always listen to what 

they want to hear.  
1. People want to hear that they are good, smart, loved, 

etc. 
2. (Jer 17:9)  The heart is more deceitful than anything 

else, and incurable--who can understand it. 
3. (2 Tim 4:3)  For the time will come when they will not 

tolerate sound doctrine, but according to their own 
desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because 
they have an itch to hear something new. 

iv. The hearts of the unsuspecting:  (Ellicott) Those who have 
no evil intentions themselves, and do not readily suspect 
others of them. 

e. Paul’s warning to the church at Rome, which echoes his 
warning to the churches at Colossae and Corinth, and his 
warning to Timothy at Ephesus continues to be of vital 
importance today.  Today, we must beware of smooth talking 
wise people who tell us what we want to hear.  Paul continues 
with a word of encouragement. 

2. ENCOURAGEMENT 
a. (16:19)  The report of your obedience has reached everyone. 

Therefore, I rejoice over you. 



 

i. As we have noted before, being a Christ-follower in 
first-century Rome was not without peril.  Paul would 
eventually lose his life over Christ.  Yet, the church at 
Rome was widely known for their obedience to Christ. 

ii. (1:7)  To all who are in Rome, loved by God, called as 
saints. 

iii. (1:8)  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of 
you because the news of your faith is being reported in all 
the world. 

b. (16:19)  But I want you to be wise about what is good, yet 
innocent about what is evil. 
i. Innocent:  literally, uncontaminated by it.  
ii. It’s a lot like trying to walk through sewage in the streets 

without getting it on you. 
c. (16:20)  The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 

feet. 
i. Remember that God is ALWAYS more powerful than 

Satan! 
ii. (Gen 3:14-15)  Then the Lord God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, you are cursed more than 
any livestock and more than any wild animal.  You will 
move on your belly and eat dust all the days of your life.  I 
will put hostility between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and her seed.  He will strike your head 
and you will strike his heel. 

iii. What a picture of the ultimate victory this is! 
d. (16:20)  The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

i. Most scholars agree that this belongs here instead of 
verse 24. 



 

e. (16:21)  Timothy, my coworker, and Lucius, Jason, and 
Sosipater, my fellow countrymen, greet you. 
i. At this time, these were in Corinth with Paul as he was 

writing this letter. 
ii. Timothy, we know. 
iii. Lucius:  Possibly Lucius of Cyrene from Acts 13:1 
iv. Jason:  Likely from Acts 17:7, who got in trouble for 

receiving Paul into his house in Thessalonica 
v. Sosipater: Likely Sopater from Berea in Acts 20:4 

f. (16:22)  I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. 
i. Paul’s amanuensis.  His standard practice was to dictate 

his letter, and handwrite a few comments for 
authentication. 

g. (16:23)  Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, 
greets you.  Erastus, the city treasurer, and our brother 
Quartus greet you. 
i. Gaius:  Mentioned as baptized by Paul (1 Cor. 1:14) 
ii. Erastus:  Likely not the one mentioned in other scriptures 

as travelling with Paul, due to his important job. 
iii. Quartus:  All we know is that he is a Christian brother. 

h. (16:24) Some dispute about whether it belongs here or in verse 
21.  The meaning is unchanged no matter its location. 

i. After these greetings at the end, Paul moves on to the 
benediction. 

3. BENEDICTION 
a. (16:25)  Now to Him who has power to strengthen you 

according to my gospel and the proclamation about Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept silent for 
long ages. 



 

i. The mystery of salvation through Christ had been hidden 
throughout the OT, but was now revealed. 

b. (16:26)  But now revealed and made known through the 
prophetic Scriptures, according to the command of the eternal 
God to advance the obedience of faith among all nations-- 
i. The point of all Scripture is to bring the faith to all nations! 

c. (16:27)  To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ--to Him be 
be glory forever! Amen. 

4. SO WHAT? 
a. Earth and everything in it is all God’s creation.  We should 

therefore be willing to submit to His rule and live our lives 
according to His will.  All of us, at some point, have rejected 
His rule over us.  But, in His love, He made a way for us to be 
reconciled to Him, and it’s contained completely within the 
book of Romans!  

b. What must I do to be reconciled to God? 
i. (Rom 3:23) All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God. 
ii. (Rom 6:23) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
iii. (Rom 5:8) But God demonstrated His love toward us in 

that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
iv. (Rom 10:9-10) If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. One believes with the heart, 
resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the 
mouth, resulting in salvation. 

v. (Rom 10:13) For whoever calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. 



 

vi. (Rom 10:17) Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 

c. If you are willing to submit to God today, please come forward 
as we sing! 


