
 

 
How Long, Lord?                                                                 Sept 2, 2018 
Habakkuk 1:1-11  
 
INTRODUCTION:  I have often said that we cannot ever fully 
understand the New Testament without the Old Testament.  For this 
reason, we are going to spend the next few weeks in the Old Testament 
book of Habakkuk.  Habakkuk is the eighth book of the “minor 
prophets”.  Before we get into the content of the book, we have to 
understand some things about when and where it was written. 
Habakkuk’s prophecy was written most likely during the reign of King 
Jehoiakim of Judah between 608-598 B. C.  

The Northern Kingdom of Israel had been captured by the 
Assyrians a century earlier in about 722 B. C.  Assyria and Egypt were 
both trying to rule the world, and Judah was in the middle of it.  The 
kingdom has experienced a revival of sorts under King Josiah, who 
ruled for 31 years and had rooted out idolatry and corruption.  He had 
restored the Covenant, and re-established the Passover.  But with his 
death at the hands of Pharaoh Neco, the idolatry and corruption came 
back in full force.  His son Jehoahaz, who reigned for three months “did 
evil in the eyes of the Lord.”  He was deposed by Pharaoh and replaced 
by Josiah’s other son, Jehoiakim, who also, “did evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, just as his predecessors had done.” (2 Kings 23).  So, it’s within 
the setting of a society that is once again rejecting God and His Law 
that Habakkuk writes.  His letter takes the form of Habakkuk’s First 
Prayer, God’s First Answer, Habakkuk’s Second Prayer, God’s Second 
Answer, The Woe Oracles, and Habakkuk’s Third Prayer.  Today, we 
are going to examine Habakkuk’s First Prayer, and God’s answer to it. 
As we examine this, we will undoubtedly notice parallels with the time in 
which we live.  



 

As we look at Habakkuk’s First Prayer, we come to a problem that 
theologians have been trying to address forever.  The discussion goes 
something like this:  Either God is unable to stop evil, and is therefore 
not omnipotent, or God is unwilling to stop evil and is therefore evil 
Himself.  First, let me assure you that both of these ideas are false. 
Today, we will see that GOD’S ANSWERS ARE NOT OUR ANSWERS, 
GOD’S JUSTICE IS NOT OUR JUSTICE, and GOD’S TIMING IS NOT 
OUR TIMING. 
 

1. GOD’S ANSWERS ARE NOT OUR ANSWERS 
a. (1:1) The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 

i. The real title of this book. 
ii. This is what God revealed to Habakkuk for Judah, and for 

us. 
b. (1:2) How long, Lord, must I call for help and You do not listen, 

or cry out to You about violence and You do not save? 
i. How long, Lord:  Habakkuk was undoubtedly impatient 

waiting on God’s response to the evil around him.  
ii. Perhaps he was being personally persecuted, or was just 

distressed by what he saw around him. 
iii. Remember that the leaders were doing evil in the sight of 

the Lord.  Where the leaders go, so does the nation. 
iv. Have you ever felt like God has not heard your prayers, or 

that He just allows things to go on way too long? 
c. What do you think Habakkuk’s desired answer would have 

been? 
i. Sudden elimination of the evildoers? 
ii. Immediate rescue from oppressors? 



 

d. In God’s answer, we will see that God will answer, but not in 
the way that Habakkuk might expect, or in the timing that he 
might expect. 

2. GOD’S JUSTICE IS NOT OUR JUSTICE 
a. (1:3) Why do You force me to look at injustice? 

i. The poor were being taken advantage of. 
ii. Crimes were going unpunished. 
iii. People could have all the justice they could afford. 

b. (1:3) Why do You tolerate wrongdoing?  Oppression and 
violence are right in front of me.  Strife is ongoing and conflict 
escalates. 
i. You’re God!  Can’t you just strike offenders dead? 
ii. Do you not see what is going on? 
iii. Things are getting worse and worse? 
iv. We could ask God these same questions today. 

c. (1:4) This is why the law is ineffective and justice never 
emerges.  For the wicked restrict the righteous; therefore 
justice comes out perverted. 
i. (Rom 8:3-4) What the law could not do since it was limited 

by the flesh, God did.  He condemned sin in the flesh by 
sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin’s domain, 
and as a sin offering, in order that the law’s requirement 
would be accomplished in us who do not walk according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

ii. The law is ineffective because of people. 
iii. Justice comes out perverted:  This still happens today. 

d. We have to recognize that our ideas of justice are all corrupt. 
God is the only truly wise and just being.  Our ideas of justice 
pale in comparison to His.  Also, we see that God’s justice is 
sometimes delayed for His purposes. 



 

3. GOD’S TIMING IS NOT OUR TIMING 
a. (1:5) Look at the nations and observe--be utterly astounded! 

For something is taking place in your days that you will not 
believe when you hear about it. 
i. God’s intent here is to expand Habakkuk’s focus.  He has 

been concentrating on what he sees around himself.  God 
wants him to see the bigger picture. 

b. (1:6) Look!  I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter, 
impetuous nation that marches across the earth’s open spaces 
to seize territories not its own. 
i. Chaldeans:  Modern southern Iraq and Syria 
ii. Ur of the Chaldeans is where Abraham came from. 
iii. This is not a nation of God worshippers. 

c. (1:7) They are fierce and terrifying; their views of justice and 
sovereignty (dignity, KJV) stem from themselves. 
i. When you don’t look to any authority higher than yourself, 

your view of dignity and justice are skewed beyond belief. 
ii. People in modern Western Culture seem to view 

themselves as ultimately sovereign. 
d. (1:8) Their horses are swifter than leopards, and more fierce 

than wolves of the night. 
i. A terrifying image of the fact that Judah would have 

nowhere to run and couldn’t even hide under cover of 
darkness. 

e. (1:9) All of them come to do violence; their faces are set in 
determination.  They gather prisoners like sand. 
i. The impetuous and violent people of Judah were going to 

receive what they had been giving.  They were going to be 
victims of violence and imprisonment. 

ii. This is God’s style. 



 

1. The Egyptians who forced Hebrews to drown their 
babies in the Nile were drowned in the Red Sea. 

2. Haman was hanged on the gallows he built for 
Mordecai. 

f. (1:10) They mock kings, and rulers are a joke to them.  They 
laugh at every fortress and build siege ramps to capture it. 
i. Siege ramps:  They would pile dirt at a city wall until they 

were able to go over it. 
g. (1:11) Then they sweep by like the wind and pass through. 

They are guilty, their strength is their god. 
i. God is not using honorable people to bring about the 

punishment of His covenant people.  He is using the 
Chaldeans (Babylonians). 

ii. This prophecy was before Babylon captured Nineveh. 
They would not have really been on Jerusalem’s radar.  

4. SO WHAT? 
a. Habakkuk is mourning the evil he encounters every day, the 

same way that we might bemoan the evil that we see all 
around us. 

b. Habakkuk asks God for justice, in the same way that we might 
ask God for justice. 

c. Our ideas of justice aren’t God’s ideas of justice, but we can be 
assured that God’s justice is perfect. 

d. God’s justice MUST be satisfied.  It is ultimately satisfied in the 
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 

e. Just because we don’t see God’s justice in action right now 
doesn’t mean that it won’t happen.  (2 Peter 3:8-13)  Dear 
friends, don’t let this one thing escape you: With the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day. The Lord does not delay His promise, as some 



 

understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 
perish but all to come to repentance. But the Day of the Lord 
will come like a thief; on that day the heavens will pass away 
with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, and 
the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. Since all these 
things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear what sort of 
people you should be in holy conduct and godliness as you 
wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. The 
heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the 
elements will melt with the heat. But based on His promise, we 
wait for the new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness will dwell.  

f. So we must think ahead to the day of the Lord’s return and His 
swift justice and ask ourselves, “Am I prepared for the Lord’s 
return?” 


