
 

Wait For It…                                                                         Sept 9, 2018 
Habakkuk 1:12-2:5  
 
INTRODUCTION:  Last week we started on the book of Habakkuk.  We 
seem to find a lot of similarities between his time and our time, such as 
oppression, violence, injustice, disobedience to the law, perverted 
justice.  Habakkuk, if you remember has asked God in his first prayer, 
“How long, Lord, must I call for help?”  Habakkuk cannot believe the 
way that God’s chosen people are acting.  But then, God’s answer 
creates another problem for our prophet, which is that God is going to 
use the heathen Chaldeans to pass judgment on His own people!  We 
discussed that this will be a matter of people receiving in kind what they 
have given, but this is a terrible shock to Habakkuk.  It would seem out 
of the character of God to use a nation that not only does not worship 
Him, but actively worships idols.  They even, according to verse 11 of 
chapter 1 idolize their own strength.  So, it’s with the shock of this 
revelation from the Lord that Habakkuk prays his second prayer, which 
we will go into today.  

Habakkuk’s questions and God’s response give us a few things that 
we need to realize even today.  First, we must realize that 
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS.  We must also be 
made aware that OUR SIN IS JUST AS SINFUL AS OTHERS’ SIN.  We 
must also be cautious, because as humans, WE CAN MAKE 
ANYTHING AN IDOL.  We must also realize that God is in control for all 
time and of all time, and that GOD IS NEVER LATE (OR EARLY).  We 
also are called to understand that no matter how often we submit to it, 
SIN IS NEVER SATISFIED!  

 
 

 



 

1. SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NO RIGHTEOUSNESS 
a. (1:12) Are you not from eternity, Yahweh my God? 

i. (1 Chron. 29:10) Then David praised the Lord in the sight 
of all the assembly.  David said, “May you be praised, Lord 
God of our father Israel, from eternity to eternity.” 

ii. Habakkuk is following David’s example of recognizing 
God’s eternal nature. 

b. (1:12) My Holy One, You will not die. 
i. KJV (and some others):  “We” 
ii. “You” makes more sense in context of what else is said. 

c. (1:12) Lord, You appointed them to execute judgment; my 
Rock, You destined them to punish us. 
i. (Deut 31:29) For I know that after my death you will 

become completely corrupt and turn from the path I have 
commanded you.  Disaster will come to you in the future, 
because you will do what is evil in the Lord’s sight, 
infuriating Him with what your hands have made. 

ii. Habakkuk recognizes God’s authority to punish them. 
Still, he is having a hard time believing that the instrument 
of their punishment is going to be the Chaldeans! 

2. OUR SIN IS JUST AS SINFUL AS OTHERS’ SIN 
a. (1:13) Your eyes are too pure to look on evil, and You cannot 

tolerate wrongdoing. 
i. Here, Habakkuk rightly emphasizes God’s perfection. 
ii. (Matt 27:46) My God, My God, why have You forsaken 

Me? 
iii. God, in His perfect holiness, cannot have evil in His 

presence. 
b. (1:13) So why do You tolerate those who are treacherous? 



 

i. Admit it, we all think that this means someone more 
wicked than us. 

c. (1:13) Why are You silent while one who is wicked swallows up 
one who is more righteous than himself? 
i. This is another flavor of the old argument, “At least I don’t 

____ like someone else.” 
ii. Remember verses 2-4?  Suddenly Habakkuk’s people 

don’t seem quite so wicked. 
d. (Lev. 1:1-9) Then the Lord summoned Moses and spoke to him 

from the tent of meeting: “Speak to the Israelites and tell them: 
When any of you brings an offering to the Lord from the 
livestock, you may bring your offering from the herd or the 
flock. “If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to 
bring an unblemished male. He will bring it to the entrance to 
the tent of meeting so that he may be accepted by the Lord. 
He is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering so it can 
be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him. He is to 
slaughter the bull before the Lord; Aaron’s sons the priests are 
to present the blood and splatter it on all sides of the altar that 
is at the entrance to the tent of meeting. Then he is to skin the 
burnt offering and cut it into pieces. The sons of Aaron the 
priest will prepare a fire on the altar and arrange wood on the 
fire. Aaron’s sons the priests are to arrange the pieces, the 
head, and the fat on top of the burning wood on the altar. The 
offerer is to wash its entrails and legs with water. Then the 
priest will burn all of it on the altar as a burnt offering, a fire 
offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 
i. Note the splattering of the blood on the sides of the altar. 

This is a very visible reminder of the price of sin! 
ii. Every sin (not just the “bad” ones) costs blood (Gen 3:21) 



 

iii. Remember that the original sin was eating a piece of fruit. 
iv. Also remember that the Levitical offering was just a picture 

of the true offering to come (Christ). 
e. We still like to think that some sins are bigger than ours. 

Where do you draw the line? 
i. Murder, robbery, adultery, drunkenness, homosexuality? 

f. People were created for worship.  Those who do not worship 
God will find something else to worship.  Often, even those 
who think they worship God place other things ahead of Him. 

3. WE CAN MAKE ANYTHING AN IDOL 
a. (1:14-17) You have made mankind like the fish of the sea, like 

marine creatures that have no ruler.  The Chaldeans pull them 
all up with a hook, catch them in their dragnet, and gather them 
into their fishing net; that is why they are glad and rejoice. 
That is why they sacrifice to their dragnet and burn 
incense to their fishing net, for by these things their portion 
is rich and their food plentiful.  Will they therefore empty their 
net and continually slaughter nations without mercy? 
i. (1:11) They are guilty, their strength is their god. 
ii. (Clarke, as quoted by Guzik) "Easily we are taken and 

destroyed. We have no leader to guide us, and no power 
to defend ourselves. Nebuchadnezzar is here represented 
as a fisherman, who is constantly casting nets into the 
sea, and enclosing multitudes of fishes; and being always 
successful, he sacrifices to his own net." 

b. Before we become all judgey, let’s stop to consider the idols 
that we can be tempted to worship: 
i. Military superiority? 
ii. Financial security? 
iii. Success? 



 

iv. The way things used to be? 
v. Political ideologies 

c. Most idolatry prevalent in the United States is not worship of 
statues, but it’s worship of ourselves!  And this goes on just as 
much at church as it does in the general public.  And we can 
certainly expect God to respond.  In fact, it’s promised. 

4. GOD IS NEVER LATE (OR EARLY) 
a. (2:1) I will stand at my guard post and station myself on the 

lookout tower.  I will watch to see what He will say to me and 
what I should reply about my complaint. 
i. Most time on a lookout tower is very boring.  You are 

watching IN CASE something happens.  
ii. (Matt. 24:42-44) Therefore be alert, since you don’t know 

what day your Lord is coming.  But know this: If the 
homeowner had known what time the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed alert and not let his house be broken 
into. This is why you also must be ready, because the Son 
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

iii. He is listening for God’s answer for himself and for his 
nation to the difficulties that he has expressed. 

b. (2:2) The Lord answered me:  Write down this vision, clearly 
inscribe it on tablets so one may easily read it. 
i. We are not told how long it took the Lord to answer him. 
ii. He commands the prophet to make His answer clearly 

legible. 
c. (2:3) For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it testifies 

about the end and will not lie. Though it delays, wait for it, 
since it will certainly come and not be late. 



 

i. God answers Habakkuk’s question by telling him that the 
end of the Chaldeans will come.  Note that it will “certainly 
come and not be late.” 

ii. Also, it will not come before the appointed time.  Who 
appointed the time? 

d. Even though God is going to use these evil marauders to 
punish His own people, the evil of the Chaldeans will be 
punished as well.  How can God do that?  He is not forcing 
them to sin. He is simply allowing them to go unchecked, and 
denying His people protection from the evil ones because they 
have turned their backs on Him.  Do we sin and turn our backs 
on God, then expect Him to protect us?  The thing with sin, 
however, is that it is never done with you. 

5. SIN IS NEVER SATISFIED 
a. (2:4) Look, his ego is inflated; he is without integrity.  But the 

righteous one will live by his faith. 
i. All sin is rooted in self! 
ii. (Rom 3:10) There is none righteous, no not one! 

b. (2:5) Moreover, wine betrays 
i. It promises to take away your pain.  Then it takes away 

everything in life, leaving you with only the pain remaining. 
c. (2:5) An arrogant man is never at rest 

i. It’s hard work remaining better than everyone else. 
d. (2:5) He enlarges his appetite like Sheol, and like Death he is 

never satisfied. 
i. (Prov. 30:15-16) The leech has two daughters: “Give, 

Give”.  Three things are never satisfied; four never say 
“Enough!”:  Sheol; a childless womb; earth, which is never 
satisfied with water; and fire, which never says, “Enough!” 



 

ii. A sinful appetite never goes away.  It just gets bigger and 
bigger. 

e. (2:5) He gathers all the nations to himself; he collects all the 
peoples for himself.  
i. From this point in history, we see that Nebuchadnezzar 

built a great empire, based on his greed and his military 
might.  

6. SO WHAT?  How do we bring the second prayer of Habakkuk and 
God’s response home to 21st century Virginia? 

a. Recognize that the sinful world that we live in is sinful 
INCLUDING us.  Know that NONE of us are good enough to 
earn our salvation.  Know that the penalty for each of our sins, 
and those of our neighbors, is a grotesque, bloody death. 

b. Even our most minor sin is sin and is therefore enough to 
separate us from Christ.  But we do not have to remain that 
way.  Understand your sin, and understand the sacrifice that 
Christ made to take it away. 

c. When we recognize just how awful our sin is, and how great 
the sacrifice to save us from it, it then becomes crazy to put 
anything before the worship of our Lord.  All the things that we 
idolize and work so hard for will be gone one day.  What will 
we say to God then? 

d. Christ will return to take us home with Him in glory.  Keep your 
eyes open.  Everyday we are one day closer to His return, and 
we do not know when.  It could be today! 

e. Remember that our sin, when we feed it, grows.  Sin never 
goes away on its own.  We have to repent and give it up.  Is a 
relationship with Christ, who bled to save you, worth giving up 
these temporary earthly pleasures? 


