
 

The Five Woes                                                                   Sept 16, 2018 
Habakkuk 2:6-20  
 
INTRODUCTION:  For the last two weeks, we have been working our 
way through Habakkuk.  We noted at the beginning that the prophet 
Habakkuk was distressed about all the evil that he found himself 
surrounded  by.  Remember that in Chapter 1, he was decrying the 
violence and injustice with which he found himself surrounded.  And this 
was among God’s own chosen people!  As Habakkuk expressed his 
dismay to the Lord, he finally got an answer, and the answer seemed 
even worse than the original problem that he complained about.  

God’s answer to the problem was to allow the evil Chaldeans 
(Babylonians) to capture them.  These were people who were more 
greedy, more violent, and more insatiable than those of evil King 
Jehoiakim.  How could God allow this?  Habakkuk was certainly 
distressed by the answer to his prayer.  So he prayed again, seeking an 
answer and waiting for God’s reply.  We are not told how long Habakkuk 
had to wait for the reply, but God does give him a reply.  We started on 
that reply last week, noting that Babylon will eventually get what’s 
coming to them.  It’s in the midst of this reply that we pick up this week 
with what are known as “The Five Woes”.  These five woes are really 
given in the form of a song, and they are to give Israel a hope for the 
future.  

God’s justice always prevails in the end, and we have discussed 
before that His justice comes in like manner to the offense.  In the case 
of the woes pronounced here, God is pronouncing woes on five 
categories of offenders:  THE GREEDY, THE EXPLOITER, THE 
VIOLENT, THE WRATHFUL, and THE IDOLATER.  So we will take a 
look at each of these today.  As we do, bear in mind that these same 
principles still apply today! 



 

1. THE GREEDY (2:6-8) 
a. (2:6)  Won’t all of these take up a taunt against him, with 

mockery and riddles about him? 
i. (KJV: a parable and a taunting proverb).  The Jews would 

have much to mock when Babylon fell.  
ii. Of course this would not happen until 70 years after the 

capture of Jerusalem.  There would be a lot of sorrow and 
punishment first. 

iii. (Psalm 137)  By the rivers of Babylon —there we sat down 
and wept when we remembered Zion. There we hung up 
our lyres on the poplar trees, for our captors there asked 
us for songs, and our tormentors, for rejoicing: “Sing us 
one of the songs of Zion.” How can we sing the Lord’s 
song on foreign soil? If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my 
right hand forget its skill. May my tongue stick to the roof 
of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do not exalt 
Jerusalem as my greatest joy! Remember, Lord, what the 
Edomites said that day at Jerusalem: “Destroy it! Destroy 
it down to its foundations! ” Daughter Babylon, doomed to 
destruction, happy is the one who pays you back what you 
have done to us. Happy is he who takes your little ones 
and dashes them against the rocks.  

b. (2:6) They will say:   Woe to him who amasses what is not 
his-how much longer?--and loads himself with goods taken in 
pledge. 
i. The way that the Chaldeans were expanding and 

annexing territory forcibly here is being compared to 
someone charging taxes that nobody can pay and taking 
their property as collateral. 



 

ii. “Goods taken in pledge” (KJV “thick clay”): [‘aḇ·ṭîṭ, 
Strong’s 5671].  If one word means “pledge”, if two words 
means “thick clay”.  Pledge makes more sense in context. 

1. THERAPIST or THE RAPIST? 
c. (2:7-8)  Won’t your creditors suddenly arise, and those who 

disturb you wake up?  Then you will become spoil for them. 
Since you have plundered many nations, all the peoples who 
remain will plunder you--because of human bloodshed and 
violence against lands cities, and all those who live in them. 
i. Those who are plundering will be plundered.  It happened 

to the Northern Kingdom, and is going to happen to Judah. 
It will happen to the Assyrians, to the Babylonians. 

d. (Prov. 10:2)  Ill-gotten gains do not profit anyone, but 
righteousness rescues from death. 

e. Along with those in love with greedy gain, God has also 
pronounced WOE TO THE EXPLOITER. 

2. THE EXPLOITER (2:9-11) 
a. (2:9)  Woe to him who dishonestly makes wealth for his house 

to place his nest on high, to escape from the reach of disaster! 
i. (Jer. 22:13-18)  Woe for the one who builds his palace 

through unrighteousness, his upper rooms through 
injustice, who makes his fellow man serve without pay and 
will not give him his wages.  (Talking about Jehoiakim) 

ii. (Dan. 4:28-30)  All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 
At the end of 12 months, as he was walking on the roof of 
the royal palace in Babylon, the king exclaimed, “Is this 
not Babylon the Great that I have build by my vast power 
to be a royal residence and to display my majestic glory? ” 

iii. Both Jehoiakim’s and Nebuchadnezzar’s reigns would still 
end disastrously. 



 

b. (2:10-11)  You have planned shame for your house by wiping 
out many peoples and sinning against your own self.  For the 
stones will cry out from the wall, and the rafters will answer 
them from the woodwork. 
i. Remember that both their houses went down in disaster in 

a future generation. 
ii. “The stones cry out”:  A reference to them being placed 

there by forced labor.  The echo of the rafters attests the 
same. 

c. (Broadman, 260) The oppressors have made every effort to 
guarantee their security. But they are not secure.  By conquest 
and destruction-by cutting off many peoples-they have forfeited 
their own lives.  The very actions taken in the name of security 
have placed them in grave danger.  In the end, the life of the 
aggressor will be required of him.  There will be no grounds for 
a plea of innocence and no avenue of escape. 

d. We see that just because God is allowing the exploiter to 
punish His people does not mean that He favors it.  Each will 
pay the price for his sins, as will those who are violent.  

3. THE VIOLENT (2:12-14) 
a. (2:12)  Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and founds 

a town with injustice! 
i. (Jer. 22:17, referring to Jehoiakim)  But you have eyes and 

a heart for nothing except your own dishonest profit, 
shedding innocent blood and committing extortion and 
oppression. 

ii. Greek Historian Herodotus gives a graphic account of the 
capture of Babylon, including the impaling of 3000 leading 
citizens on the city wall. 



 

b. (2:13)  Is it not from the Lord of Hosts that the peoples labor 
only to fuel the fire and countries exhaust themselves for 
nothing? 
i. All their hard work in building these cities will amount to 

nothing but fuel for the fire. 
ii. (1 Cor. 3:10-15)  According to God’s grace that was given 

to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled master builder, 
and another builds on it.  For no one can lay any other 
foundation than what has been laid down.  That foundation 
is Jesus Christ.  If anyone builds on that foundation with 
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, each one’s 
work will become obvious, for the day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test the 
quality of each one’s work.  If anyone’s work that he has 
built survives, he will receive a reward.  If anyone’s work is 
burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be 
like an escape through fire. 

c.   (2:14)  For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord’s glory, as the waters cover the sea. 
i. Revelation tells us of a time when this will happen. 

d. Those who live violently usually die violently.  They experience 
the woe that they cause.  Next, we turn to the fourth group 
mentioned, the wrathful. 

4. THE WRATHFUL (2:15-17) 
a. (2:15)  Woe to him who gives his neighbors drink, pouring out 

your wrath and even making them drunk in order to look at 
their nakedness.  
i. This  can  apply to those who would use alcohol to take 

advantage of someone sexually, but that is not the intent 
here. 



 

ii. (Psalm 75:8)  For there is a cup in the Lord’s hand, full of 
wine blended with spices, and He pours from it.  All the 
wicked of the earth will drink, draining it to the dregs. 

iii. (Isaiah 51:17)  Wake yourself, wake yourself up! Stand up, 
Jerusalem, you who have drunk the cup of His fury from 
the hand of the Lord 

iv. (Rev. 14:9-10)  And a third angel followed them and spoke 
with a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and his 
image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his 
hand, he will also drink the wine of God’s wrath, which is 
mixed full strength in the cup of His anger.  He will be 
tormented with fire and sulfur in the sight of the holy 
angels and in the sight of the Lamb.” 

v. (Matt 26:39)  He fell facedown and prayed, “My Father! If it 
is possible, let this cup pass from Me.  Yet, not as I will, 
but as You will. 

vi. Those who “pour out” their wrath on others will face the 
wrath of God being poured out on them. 

b. (2:16)  You will be filled with disgraced instead of glory. You 
also-drink and expose your uncircumcision! The cup in the 
Lord’s right hand will come around to you, and utter disgrace 
will cover your glory. 
i. Expose your uncircumcision:  Outside of the covenant. 
ii. Note the cup in the Lord’s hand! 

c. (2:17)  For your violence against Lebanon will overwhelm you; 
the destruction of animals will terrify you because of your 
human bloodshed and violence against lands, cities, and all 
who live in them. 



 

i. The Temple was largely built with the cedars of Lebanon. 
Using the items taken from the temple improperly would 
be the final straw causing their destruction (Dan 5). 

d. A thought on wrath.  God’s wrath is always just.  Ours is never 
just.  Finally, we see woe declared to the idolater. 

5. THE IDOLATER (2:18-20) 
a. (2:18-19)  What use is a carved idol after its craftsman carves 

it?  It is only a cast image, a teacher of lies.  For the one who 
crafts its shape trusts in it and makes idols that cannot speak. 
Woe to him who says to wood: Wake up! Or to mute ston: 
Come alive! Can it teach?  Look, it may be plated with gold and 
silver, yet there is no breath in it at all. 
i. A god that you create is no god at all! 
ii. The God, who is worthy of worship, is not one created by 

us, but instead created us! 
b. (2:20)  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let everyone on earth 

be silent in His presence. 
i. When we are faced with the gravity of this truth, there is 

no other response than to realize that obedience to Him is 
key! 

6. SO WHAT? 
a. Recognizing the Lord for who He is should cause us to fall on 

our faces and repent of our greed, which causes exploitation of 
others.  This should force us to repent of our violent and angry 
tendencies, recognizing that the only One who has a right to be 
truly angry is God.  We must repent of our idolatry, particularly 
our idolatry of self.  After all, the only One truly worthy of 
worship suffered and bled and died on a cross for our sins. 

 


