
 

At Home and At Work                                                          Nov 11, 2018 
Colossians 3:18-4:6  
 
INTRODUCTION: As we have moved through the letter of Paul to the 
Colossians, we paid attention last week to the fact that we are to focus 
on Christ and His will.  This week, we will see how that is lived out in our 
homes, our jobs, and in the public square. 
 

1. CHRIST AT HOME (3:18-21) 
a. (3:18)  Wives, be submissive to your husbands, as is fitting in 

the Lord. 
i. As is fitting in the Lord: Willingly submit to your husband 

as you willingly submit to the Lord! 
ii. No hint of inequity 
iii. (Eph. 5:22) your OWN husbands.  Women are not 

required to be in subjection to all men. 
iv. The only spheres where Paul asserted that men should be 

in charge were the home and the church.  The Proverbs 
31 woman works and has business dealings. 

b. (3:19)  Husbands, love your wives and don’t be bitter toward 
them. 
i. (Eph. 5:25-29)  Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved 

the church and gave Himself for her to make her holy, 
cleansing her with the washing of water by the word. He 
did this to present the church to Himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and 
blameless.  In the same way, husbands are to love their 
wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves 
himself. For no one ever hates his own flesh but provides 



 

and cares for it just as Christ does for the church, since we 
are members of His body. 

ii. Note the attitude of care and concern 
iii. The marriage relationship is meant to be a picture of the 

relationship of Christ to the church.  It is not one bit about 
your desires. 

c. (3:20)  Children, obey your parents in everything for this 
pleases the Lord. 
i. Children who are disobedient to parents grow up to be 

adults who are disobedient to God. 
d. (3:21)  Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so they won’t 

become discouraged. 
i. (Eph. 6:4)  Fathers, don’t stir up anger in your children, but 

bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 
ii. God is called “Father” 191 times in the gospels.  How you 

behave as a father colors your children’s perception of 
God as the Father! 

iii. A child with an abusive father, or an absent father, or a 
disengaged father will have that very same view of God. 

e. The purpose of the family is to raise up new believers for the 
Kingdom of God.  The family is where children are to be taught 
the things of God.  This is not the responsibility of the school, 
or even the church.  It is the responsibility of the parents, 
particularly the fathers.  But home and church are not the only 
places where we are to display Christ.  This is to be obvious 
outside the home as well.  

2. CHRIST AT WORK (3:22-4:1) 
a. When you’re the worker (3:22-25) 



 

i. (3:22)  Slaves, obey your human masters in everything. 
Don’t work only while being watched, in order to please 
men, but work wholeheartedly, fearing the Lord. 

1. Slaves: Referred to those owned by others, but also 
applies to those who are employed by others. 

2. Wholeheartedly:  With the attitude that you are 
working for Christ. 

ii. (3:23-24)  Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as 
something done for the Lord and not for men, knowing that 
you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. 
You serve the Lord Christ. 

1. Inheritance:  Slaves usually didn’t receive an 
inheritance; they were usually inherited. 

2. God will not necessarily change your situation; you 
are still expected to serve Him. 

iii. (3:25)  For the wrongdoer will be paid back for whatever he 
has done, and there is no favoritism. 

1. It is wrong to not give your best at work. 
b. When you’re the boss (4:1) 

i. (4:1)  Masters, supply your slaves with what is right and 
fair, since you know that you too have a Master in heaven. 

1. Again, the wrongdoer will be paid back. 
c. We should not see this passage as an endorsement of the 

practice of owning other humans, as some in our past have 
done.  Becoming an anti-slavery movement would have 
caused many people to join for the wrong reasons. 

d. Not all of our public interactions are at work.  Some are in other 
areas of the public square. 

3. CHRIST IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE (4:2-4:6) 
a. Pray for boldness (4:2-4) 



 

i. (4:2)  Devote yourselves to prayer; stay alert in it with 
thanksgiving. 

1. Prayer is a discipline!  
2. We are to be thankful in all situations. 

ii. (4:3-4)  At the same time, pray also for us that God may 
open a door to us for the message, to speak the mystery 
of the Messiah, for which I am in prison, so that I may 
reveal it as I am required to speak. 

1. Paul is in prison for proclaiming the Messiah, and he 
asks for them to pray that he can continue to proclaim 
the Messiah. 

2. Pray that God will open a door for you to speak the 
message as well. 

3. As I am required to speak:  “Go and make disciples” 
iii. We are to be bold in speaking the truth, and we can ask 

God for this boldness, but we must also speak the truth in 
a manner that it will be received. 

b. Speak the truth graciously (4:5-6) 
i. (4:5)  Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the 

time. 
1. Being hot headed to unbelievers does not advance 

the gospel. 
2. (Matt. 10:14-15)  If anyone will not welcome you or 

listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when 
you leave that house or town.  I assure you: It will be 
more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town. 

3. Don’t waste time trying to convince those who won’t 
be convinced. 



 

ii. (4:6)  Your speech should always be gracious, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how you should answer 
each person. 

1. Gracious [charis, Strong’s 5465]: The same word as 
the grace that we receive from Christ. 

2. (Matt. 5:13)  You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It’s 
not longer good for anything but to be thrown out and 
trampled on by men. 

a. Salt prevents rot and decay.  Our words to people 
should help to prevent decay in their souls. 

c. In our public lives, we must proclaim the gospel with our lives 
AND our words.  This does not mean that we waste time 
arguing with those who won’t listen.  It means that we tell 
anyone who will listen what Christ has done for us! 

4. SO WHAT? 
a. At home, be gracious and loving to the members of your family. 

Serve each other.  Teach the word.  Worship together. 
Demonstrate the love of Christ in your home. 

b. At work, be the best at what you do.  Be honest and Christlike 
in your dealings, whether you’re in charge or not. 

c. In public (even on social media) proclaim the gospel.  Be 
gracious.  Demonstrate Christlikeness in the public square. 

5. FOR THE UNSAVED 
a. (Rom. 3:23)  For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 

God. 
i. Do you know that everyone is a sinner?  This includes 

“good people”.  This includes you! 
b. (Rom. 6:23)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



 

i. Do you know what the penalty is for your sin? 
ii. Do you know that you can receive salvation? 

c. (Rom. 5:8)  God demonstrated His love for us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
i. God loves you enough that He sent His Son to die for your 

sins and mine. 
d. (Rom. 10:9-10)  If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved.  One believes with the heart, resulting in 
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in 
salvation. 
i. Do you believe that God raised Jesus from the dead? 
ii. Are you willing to confess Jesus publicly. 

e. (Rom. 10:13)  For everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 

f. IF YOU ARE READY TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE 
LORD, PLEASE COME FORWARD DURING OUR 
INVITATION HYMN. 
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