
 

Thankful for Deliverance                                                      Nov 18, 2018 
Psalm 107  
 
INTRODUCTION: As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, we typically 
will always thank God for his many blessings upon our lives. 
Particularly we like to thank God for His material blessings on us, but if 
we stop there, we are missing out.  It is also appropriate to thank God 
for being who He is.  And as we see in Psalm 107, we must necessarily 
thank Him for his deliverance. Specifically, today, we will thank God for 
DELIVERANCE FROM THE ENEMY, for DELIVERANCE FROM 
DESOLATION, for DELIVERANCE FROM PRISON, for DELIVERANCE 
FROM REBELLION, for DELIVERANCE FROM DISASTER, and for HIS 
LOVING PROVISION. 
 

1. DELIVERANCE FROM THE ENEMY (107:1-3) 
a. (107:1)  Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His faithful love 

endures forever. 
i. The only purpose for His deliverance. 

b. (107:2)  Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim that He has 
redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 
i. If you are saved, you have been redeemed from the hand 

of the enemy. 
ii. That enemy is Satan, who comes to steal, kill, and destroy. 

c. (107:3)  And has gathered them from the lands--from the east 
and the west, from the north and the south. 
i. God has delivered people from all parts of the earth! 
ii. The church is made up of people from all parts of the 

world. 



 

d. So, God, in His love, has delivered a variety of people from 
around the world from a common enemy, Satan, into eternal 
life with Christ.  For this we should give thanks! 

2. DELIVERANCE FROM DESOLATION (107:4-9) 
a. (107:4-7)  Some wandered in the desolate wilderness, finding 

no way to a city where they could live. They were hungry and 
thirsty; their spirits failed within them.  Then they cried out to 
the Lord in their trouble; He rescued them from their distress. 
He led them by the right path to go to a city where they could 
live. 
i. Can speak literally of the wandering of Israel. 
ii. Many people struggle to find their way out of their own 

wilderness, such as illness or sin. 
b. (107:8-9)  Let them give thanks to the Lord for His faithful love 

and His wonderful works for all humanity.  For He has satisfied 
the thirsty and filled the hungry with good things. 

c. If you have been led from a wilderness, or a dark and lonely 
place, give thanks to God! 

3. DELIVERANCE  FROM PRISON (107:10-16) 
a. (107:10-11)  Others sat in darkness and gloom--prisoners in 

cruel chains--because they rebelled against God’s commands 
and despised the counsel of the Most High. 
i. All sin is rebellion against the plan of God. 
ii. Sin entices you in, then traps you! 
iii. All of us naturally rebel against God.  There is no one 

righteous, no not one! 
b. (107:13-14)  Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He 

saved them from their distress.  He brought them out of 
darkness and gloom and broke their chains apart. 



 

i. We cannot save ourselves from our sin.  Only Christ can, 
and the good news is that He does when we call out to 
Him. 

c. (107:15-16)  Let them give thanks to the Lord for His faithful 
love and His wonderful works for all humanity.  For He has 
broken down the bronze gates and cut through the iron bars. 
i. Note the picture here:  He doesn’t simply unlock the gate 

so we can leave and come back in.  He breaks down the 
gates and cuts the bars to show that we do not have to be 
imprisoned by our sin. 

d. Has God released you from a prison?  If so, give thanks to 
Him! 

4. DELIVERANCE FROM REBELLION (107:17-22) 
a. (107:17-18)  Fools suffered affliction because of their rebellious 

ways and their sins.  They loathed all food and came near the 
gates of death. 
i. Their appetite has turned away from that which nourishes 

them, so they are dying. 
ii. (John 6:35)  “I am the bread of life,” Jesus told them. “No 

one who comes to Me will ever be hungry, and no one who 
believes in Me will ever be thirsty again.” 

iii. This is something often seen physically in addicts, but also 
in the way people have a distaste for the nourishing word 
of God. 

b. (107:19-22)  He sent His word and healed them; He rescued 
them from the Pit.  Let them give thanks to the Lord for His 
faithful love and His wonderful works for all humanity. Let them 
offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and announce His works with 
shouts of joy. 
i. We also are healed by the Word. 



 

ii. Announce His works with shouts of joy!  After all, we 
should be very thankful for His works. 

5. DELIVERANCE FROM DISASTER (107:23-32) 
a. The picture in this passage is of a ship in a storm.  God is 

sovereign over the storm. 
b. (107:27)  They reeled and staggered like drunken men, and all 

their skill was useless. 
i. We cannot deliver ourselves! 

c. (107:28-29)  Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and 
he brought them out of their distress.  He stilled the storm to a 
murmur, and the waves of the sea were hushed. 
i. Note that this was God’s doing not man’s! 

d. (107:31-32)  Let them give thanks to the Lord for His faithful 
love and His wonderful works for all humanity. Let them exalt 
Him in the assembly of the people and praise Him in the 
council of the elders. 
i. God is to be praised and thanked publicly for His 

deliverance! 
6. THANK HIM FOR HIS LOVING PROVISION (107:33-43) 

a. (107:33-34)  He turns rivers into desert, springs of water into 
thirsty ground, and fruitful land into salty wasteland, because of 
the wickedness of its inhabitants. 
i. People who continue in evil turn away from the provision 

of God. 
b. (107:35-38)  He turns a desert into a pool of water, dry land into 

springs of water. He causes the hungry to settle there, and 
they establish a city where they can live. They sow fields and 
plant vineyards that yield a fruitful harvest.  He blesses them, 
and they multiply greatly; He does not let their livestock 
decrease. 



 

i. Yes, God does provide food, and for that we must be 
thankful! 

c. (107:39-41)  When they are diminished and are humbled by 
cruel oppression and sorrow, He pours contempt on nobles 
and makes them wander in a trackless wasteland. But He lifts 
the needy out of their suffering and makes their families 
multiply like flocks. 
i. God always notices when people are oppressed! 

d. (107:42-43)  The upright see it and rejoice, and all injustice 
shuts its mouth. Let whoever is wise pay attention to these 
things and consider the Lord’s acts of faithful love. 
i. Are we wise enough to recognize the Lord’s acts of faithful 

love? 
7. SO WHAT?  What should we focus on this Thanksgiving season? 

a. Remember that you have an enemy who is already defeated. 
Do not let him convince you otherwise. 

b. If you are wandering in darkness, call out to the Lord and He 
will hear you! 

c. If there is something in your life that has you in chains, call out 
to God and He will release you. 

d. Are you rebellious?  Call out to God, and He will give you an 
appetite for Him. 

e. Have you made a disaster out of your life?  Call upon God, and 
He will rescue you from your disaster! 

f. And WHEN God has released you from these things, cry out to 
Him in thanksgiving and praise for His mighty works! 

8. FOR THE UNSAVED 
a. (Rom. 3:23)  For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 

God. 



 

i. Do you know that everyone is a sinner?  This includes 
“good people”.  This includes you! 

b. (Rom. 6:23)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
i. Do you know what the penalty is for your sin? 
ii. Do you know that you can receive salvation? 

c. (Rom. 5:8)  God demonstrated His love for us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
i. God loves you enough that He sent His Son to die for your 

sins and mine. 
d. (Rom. 10:9-10)  If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved.  One believes with the heart, resulting in 
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in 
salvation. 
i. Do you believe that God raised Jesus from the dead? 
ii. Are you willing to confess Jesus publicly. 

e. (Rom. 10:13)  For everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 

f. IF YOU ARE READY TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE 
LORD, PLEASE COME FORWARD DURING OUR 
INVITATION HYMN. 
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