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Amos 1:3-2:3 

 

INTRODUCTION:  Last week we began to look at the book of Amos, one of the 

twelve “minor prophets” in the Old Testament.  As you may recall, his 

prophecy was written in the neighborhood of 760 BC.  Amos was not a 

prophet, but was instead a sheep breeder from the village of Tekoa, and was 

called to prophesy against the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  We used the 

introduction to Amos to show that God uses regular people, that God’s 

judgment is sure, and that God’s grace is also sure.   

 Amos is one of those Old Testament books that is sure to make us a bit 

uncomfortable, but all scripture is given to us for doctrine, reproof, and 

correction, so we will look at it anyway.  As A. W. Tozer famously said, 

“Nothing less than a whole Bible can make a whole Christian.”  So for the next 

few weeks, we will get a bit uncomfortable and see what the Lord is revealing 

to us.  Today, we’re going to be looking at scripture about God’s judgment. 

Believing in God’s judgment is not popular, even in a lot of churches now.  But, 

just because something is unpopular doesn’t make it untrue. 

 There seems to be a disconnect between how we picture God in the Old 

Testament and how we picture Him in the New Testament.  It can be difficult 

to reconcile in our minds the God who rains fire on his enemies and the God 

who so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son.  But they are, in 

fact the same Holy God.  Famous atheist Richard Dawkins is quoted as saying, 

“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in 

all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a 

vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist, 

infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, 

capriciously malevolent bully.”  I heard a preacher use this quote and say that 

what is proven here is that Richard Dawkins has a thesaurus.  These 

accusations can only be levied against a god that we measure by our 



 

standards, not God’s standard.  God’s standard is perfect holiness, which we 

cannot attain.  But those whom we’re going to see punished today aren’t 

those who simply fail to live up to God’s standard (which is all of us), but they 

committed egregious sins against God and against people.  Today, we will see 

THE ENEMIES AND THEIR CRIMES, AND THE PUNISHMENT.  

● THE ENEMIES AND THEIR CRIMES 

○ (1:3) I will not relent from punishing Damascus for three crimes, 

even four. 

■ 2 Kings 13:3 tells us that God gave His people over to them. 

■ Three crimes, even four:  All the places it’s used here indicates 

ongoing national sin.  Repeated over and over. 

■ They threshed Gilead with iron sledges (the implements of 

harvesting). 

■ Their sin was continual cruelty! 

○ (1:6) I will not relent from punishing Gaza 

■ Gaza was the home of the Philistines. 

■ Three crimes, even four. 

■ They exiled a whole community, handing them over to Edom. 

■ The Philistines had been warring against Israel for generations. 

○ (1:9) I will not relent from punishing Tyre 

■ Tyre was located to the north, in Lebanon, about 46 miles from 

modern Beirut. 

■ Tyre was a wealthy trade city, whose king, Hiram, had a 

brotherly covenant with David, then Solomon. 

■ They had broken the covenant and sent Jewish exiles to Edom. 

○ (1:11) I will not relent from punishing Edom 

■ Edom were the descendants of Esau. 

■ Three crimes, even four 



 

■ He pursued his brother with the sword. He stifled his 

compassion, his anger tore continually, and he harbored his 

rage incessantly. 

○ (1:13) I will not relent from punishing the Ammonites 

■ Genesis 19: Ammon was the son of one of Lot’s daughters 

■ Three crimes, even four. 

■ Ripped open pregnant women of Gilead in order to enlarge 

their territory.  The point was to leave Israel without any heirs. 

■ This was also the country with the god Molech. 

○ (2:1) I will not relent from punishing Moab. 

■ Genesis 19: Moab was the son of Lot’s other daughter. 

■ Three crimes, even four. 

■ Burned the bones of the king of Edom to lime. 

● 2 Kings 3: Moab rebelled against Israel.  Israel, Judah, and 

Edom attacked Moab.  Mesha burned his son as a sacrifice 

on the wall.  

● We don’t know if he burned the king alive, or stole the 

body from the grave and burned it. 

● The Chaldee paraphrase and the Jewish targum suggest 

that he plastered the walls of his house with them. 

○ We have seen a lot of enemies of Israel, and a lot of grievous crimes.  

We must note that they would be punished for their continued 

pattern of evil. 

● THE PUNISHMENT 

○ We must also note that there is a pattern to the punishment.  We 

see over and again the themes of “fire” and “being cut off”. 

○ Fire 

■ (1:4-5) I will send fire against Hazael’s palace (Damascus).  I will 

cut off the ruler from the valley of Aven.  The people of Aram 

(Syria) will be exiled to Kir. 



 

■ (1:7-8) I will send fire against the walls of Gaza. I will cut of the 

ruler from Ashdod...I will also turn my hand against Ekron and 

the remainder of the Philistines will perish. 

■ (1:10) I will send fire against the walls of Tyre. 

■ (1:12) I will send fire against Teman (Edom). 

■ (1:14-15) I will set fire to the walls of Rabbah (Ammon).  Their 

king and his princes will go into exile together. 

■ (2:2-3) I will send fire against Moab. I will cut off the judge from 

the land. 

○ Fire is the future of the unsaved  

■ (Rev 20:11-15) Then I saw a great white throne, and One seated 

on it.  Earth and heaven fled from His presence, and no place 

was found for them.  I also saw the dead, the great and the 

small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.  

Another book was opened, which is the book of life, and the 

dead were judged according to their works by what was written 

in the books.  Then the sea gave up its dead, and Death and 

Hades gave up their dead; all were judged according to their 

works.  Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This 

is the second death, the lake of fire.  And anyone not found 

written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

○ It is how our works will be tested. 

■ (1 Cor. 3:11-15) For no one can lay any other foundation than 

what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ. If 

anyone builds on that foundation with god, silver, costly stones, 

wood, hay, or straw, each one’s work will become obvious, for 

the day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, the 

fire will test the quality of each one’s work.  If anyone’s work 

that he has built survives, he will receive a reward.  If anyone’s 



 

work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will 

be like and escape through fire. 

○ There is a fire of judgment coming.  Are you ready? 

●  FOR THE UNSAVED 

○ (Rom. 3:23) For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 

■ Do you know that everyone is a sinner?  This includes “good 

people”.  This includes you! 

○ (Rom. 6:23) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

■ Do you know what the penalty is for your sin? 

■ Do you know that you can receive salvation? 

○ (Rom. 5:8) God demonstrated His love for us, in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. 

■ God loves you enough that He sent His Son to die for your sins 

and mine. 

○ (Rom. 10:9-10) If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved.  One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and 

one confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation. 

■ Do you believe that God raised Jesus from the dead? 

■ Are you willing to confess Jesus publicly. 

○ (Rom. 10:13) For everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will 

be saved. 

○ IF YOU ARE READY TO CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD, PLEASE 

COME FORWARD DURING OUR INVITATION HYMN. 

○ If you would like to know more about following Jesus, please 

Contact Us 

http://www.sappony1773.org/contact-us/

