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Amos 3:1-15 

 

INTRODUCTION: You may remember that a few weeks ago, we started on the book of Amos,                

written by our sheep rancher turned prophet from Tekoa. God gave him a message to give to                 

the Israelites of the Northern Kingdom, and he delivered it. Later in the book, we’ll see how                 

this message was received. Today, we are looking at chapter 3, and we will see that God is                  

going to punish them because, even though He has selected them and given them great               

privilege, they rebelled against Him. Even though they had been warned, they continued to              

rebel against Him. Their wickedness was even going to be punished in full view of their                

enemies.  

 

First, we see that their privilege required more responsibility, not less: 

● (3:1) Listen to this message that the Lord has spoken against you, Israelites, against the               

entire clan that I brought from the land of Egypt. 

○ The entire clan: They were a family that was chosen. They chose to abuse each               

other. 

○ That I brought from the land of Egypt 

■ They ignored hundreds of years of signs and miracles that God had done             

for them. 

● (3:2) I have known only you out of all the clans of the earth; therefore, I will punish you                   

for your iniquities. 

○ They were God’s chosen people. 

○ They had the law. 

○ They had the miracles. 

○ Why would they refuse to submit to Him? 

● (3:3) Can two walk together without agreeing to meet? 

○ ILLUSTRATION: Walking Gatsby 

○ God has always wanted His people to walk with Him. 

■ Genesis 3:8 (God walking in the cool of the day) 

 

Like Adam and Eve, the Israelites rejected the privilege of walking with God, and wanted to                

go their own way.  And when God tried to bring them back, they ignored the warnings: 

● (3:4) Does a lion roar in the forest when it has no prey? Does a young lion growl from its                    

lair unless it has captured something? 

○ The roar of a lion scares its prey, causing it to freeze. 

○ God is roaring at Israel in His anger because of their sin. 

● (3:5) Does a bird land in a trap on the ground if there is no bait for it? Does a trap spring                      

from the ground when it has caught nothing? 



 

○ The trap is set and they are running headlong into it. 

● (3:6) If a ram’s horn is blown in a city, aren’t people afraid? 

○ This was the sign of being invaded by an enemy. 

● (3:6) If a disaster occurs in a city, hasn’t the Lord done it? 

○ God sends judgment, in many cases in the form of an enemy. 

● (3:7) Indeed, the Lord God does nothing without revealing His counsel to His servants              

the prophets. 

○ God keeps giving people chances to repent. 

○ He warns before He strikes. In this case, God is using Amos, along with many               

other prophets, to warn Israel of the consequences of their sin. 

● (3:8) A lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken; who will not                 

prophesy? 

○ God has given His warning. Those who have heard His warning have a duty to               

tell others! 

 

As God’s chosen people, their poor representation of Him would result in a humiliating public               

downfall: 

● (3:9) Proclaim on the citadels in Ashdod and on the citadels in the land of Egypt:                

Assemble on the mountains of Samaria and see the great turmoil in the city and the acts                 

of oppression within it. 

○ Ashdod was the city of the Philistines. Israel would have considered Philistines            

and Egyptians to be particularly evil. It is telling that these evil enemies are              

being invited to watch Israel’s destruction. 

● (3:10) The people are incapable of doing right--this is the Lord’s declaration--those who             

store up violence and destruction in their citadels. 

○ There is none righteous, no not one! 

○ We are also incapable of doing right. 

○ (Benson) Who store up in their houses riches gotten by violence and injustice.  

● (3:11) Therefore, the Lord God says: An enemy will surround the land; he will destroy               

your strongholds and plunder your citadels. 

○ This will happen within the next 40 years by the hand of Assyria. 

○ God’s chosen people will be carried off violently as the result of their own              

violence toward each other and their rebellion against God. 

● (3:12) The Lord says: As the shepherd snatches two legs or a piece of an ear from the                  

lion’s mouth, so the Israelites who live in Samaria will be rescued with only the corner of                 

a bed or the cushion of a couch. 

○ (Exodus 22:10-13) What Israelites are to do if someone else’s animal gets torn             

apart by animals. 

○ Only a remnant will remain.  A few pieces torn off. 



 

● (3:13) Listen and testify against the house of Jacob--this is the declaration of the Lord               

God, the God of hosts. 

○ Refers back to Philistia and Egypt from verse 9. 

○ In this way, these evil nations will witness the power of God.  

○ If Israel had been obedient, these nations could have witnessed the power of             

God working for Israel instead of against them. 

● (3:14) I will punish the altars of Bethel on the day I punish Israel for its crimes; the horns                   

of the altar will be cut off and fall to the ground. 

○ This was the chief of their crimes, idolatry. The symbols of their idolatry would              

be torn down. 

● (3:15) I will demolish the winter house and the summer house; the houses inlaid with               

ivory and will be destroyed, and the great houses will come to an end. This is the Lord’s                  

declaration. 

○ Who has summer houses and winter houses? Royals and nobility, who were            

getting rich by exploiting others. 

 

SO WHAT?  

 

God wants to walk with us today. But we cannot walk with Him and rebel against Him. To walk                   

with Him means to follow Christ.  Are we willing to do that? 

 

Walking with God is a great responsibility. We have a responsibility to proclaim Him to others.                

We have a responsibility to represent Him well.  Are we willing to do that? 

 

We have been given a warning. Not walking with God has an eternal penalty. If we reject Him,                  

are we willing to pay that price? 

 

Are you willing to walk with God today? 


