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Amos 8:1-14 
 
INTRODUCTION:  How well do you know God? I mean really 
KNOW Him?  I mean the God of the Bible, not God how you 
picture Him.  The God who created this world and everything in it.  
The God who is merciful and mighty, perfect and just, and full of 
wrath.  I would venture to say that most people sitting in churches 
today are worshipping a God created in their own image instead 
of worshipping the God who created man in His image.  This is not 
a new phenomenon.  As we’ve been going through Amos’ 
prophecy, we have seen that the Israelites worshipped the God 
they wanted instead of the God they had.  It would have 
disastrous consequences for them.  Today, in chapter 8 of Amos, 
we are going to see a process for a nation descending into 
darkness.  We are going to talk about the REMOVAL OF WORSHIP, 
the REMOVAL OF THE LIGHT, and the REMOVAL OF THE WORD. 
 
REMOVAL OF WORSHIP 

• (8:1-2) The Lord God showed me this: A basket of summer 
fruit. He asked me, “What do you see, Amos?”  I replied, 
“A basket of summer fruit.”  

o (Ellicott) There is a remarkable play of words, qaits 
being the Hebrew for “summer fruit,” and qêts for 
“end.” It is harvest time, the end of the agricultural 
year. Israel is ripe for his final doom, that shall 
sweep down like a scythe. 

o Their fruit was rotten because it was not the fruit 
of righteousness. 

• (8:2-3) The Lord said to me, “the end has come for My 
people Israel; I will no longer spare them. In that day the 
temple songs will become wailing”—this is the Lord God’s 
declaration.”  Many dead bodies, thrown everywhere! 
Silence! 

o I will no longer spare them.  The end has been 
declared. 



o Songs of joy turn into mourning. 
▪ There will be dead bodies everywhere, 

without anyone to mourn for them. 
o They were still going to their place of worship, 

singing their happy worship songs, and leaving 
feeling good without ever encountering God! 

o Their hearts were not in worship because the true 
object of their worship was money. 

• (8:4-6) Hear this, you who trample on the needy and do 
away with the poor of the land, asking, “When will the 
New Moon be over so we may sell grain, and the Sabbath, 
so we may market wheat? We can reduce the measure 
while increasing the price and cheat with dishonest scales. 
We can buy the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of 
sandals and even sell the chaff!” 

o They spent the Sabbaths and Holy Days upset that 
they could not continue selling. 

o They would shrink the ephah and use false scales 
to weigh the money. 

o They were enslaving their poor neighbors in 
violation of the law of God, then going and 
pretending to worship Him on Saturday. 

o Sell the chaff:  The useless part of wheat! 
o God observes all this, and promises His judgment 

on those oppressors. 

• (8:7-8) The Lord has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: I will 
never forget all their deeds. Because of this, won’t the 
land quake and all who dwell in it mourn?  All of it will rise 
like the Nile; it will surge and then subside like the Nile in 
Egypt. 

• Israel was in this predicament because they refused to 
worship the One True God in the way that He demanded 
to be worshipped.  They started with an approximation of 
the right worship, but they kept moving farther and 
farther from God while still thinking that who they were 
would save them. 



REMOVAL OF THE LIGHT 

• (8:9-10) And in that day—this is the declaration of the Lord 
God—I will make the sun go down at noon; I will darken 
the land in the daytime. I will turn your feasts into 
mourning and all your songs into lamentation; I will cause 
everyone to wear sackcloth and every head to be shaved.  
I will make that grief like mourning for an only son, and its 
outcome like a bitter day. 

o (Guzik) Though, some think Amos is only referring 
to an eclipse. "Two such eclipses have been 
calculated to have occurred in Amos' lifetime: one 
in 784 B.C., the other in 763 B.C." (Hubbard) 

• (John 8:12) I am the light of the world.  Anyone who 
follows Me will never walk in the darkness but will have 
the light of life. 

o The further we move away from true worship, the 
further we move from the light, until eventually we 
cannot even see the light. 

 
REMOVAL OF THE WORD 

• (8:11) Hear this! The days are coming—this is the 
declaration of the Lord God—when I will send a famine 
through the land: not a famine of bread or a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 

o Note: A famine of the hearing the words of the 
Lord. 

• (8:12) People will stagger from sea to sea and roam from 
north to east, seeking the word of the Lord, but they will 
not find it. 

o (Guzik) Since it is true that man does not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4), then it is true 
that a famine of hearing God's Word is ultimately 
worse than a famine of bread. 

• (8:13) In that day, the beautiful young women, the young 
men also, will faint from thirst.   

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/matthew/4/4/s_933004


• (8:14) Those who swear by the guilt of Samaria and say, 
“As you god live, Dan,” or “As the way of Beersheba live”—
they will fall never to rise again. 

 
SO WHAT? 

• Who or what is the object of your worship? 
o Are your prayers empty? 
o Are your worship songs in vain? 
o Do you worship something such as prosperity or 

position? 
o Do you feel secure just because of what you’ve 

been told about yourself? 

• (Matthew 5:14) You are the light of the world. A city on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 

o Is your light shining brightly, or has it dimmed? 
o Are others attracted to the light in you? 

• Do you hunger and thirst for the word of God? 
o Is it a regular part of your diet? 
o Are you filling up on spiritual junk food? 
o Is the God that you are worshipping the God of the 

Bible?  How do you know that? 

• Are you in awe of who God is? 

• Are you ready to fully commit your life to Him? 


