
Demolished and Rebuilt May 12, 2019 
Amos 9:1-15 
 
INTRODUCTION: Have you ever watched any of those home 
improvement shows where they take a house that is completely 
falling apart and totally restore it?  I love to watch those shows 
because I love to armchair quarterback the decisions that they 
make as though I can do any of these things.  But mostly, I like to 
see the finished product.  Anytime that they do one of these 
renovations, they must take out a lot of bad stuff, and many times 
they must tear it to the studs to rebuild it.  God must do that with 
us as well.  As we finish out the prophecy of Amos today, we get 
to see the finished product at the end of it all.  And after all the 
talk of destruction that we have seen, it turns out that there’s 
good news at the end of it all which is restoration.  To get to that 
point though, we will notice that GOD DESTROYS FALSE WORSHIP, 
GOD DESTROYS FALSE SECURITY, and GOD DESTROYS FALSE 
PRIDE.  After destroying these things then He begins creating a 
new thing.   
 
GOD DESTROYS FALSE WORSHIP 

• (9:1) I saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and He said: 
Strike the capitals of the pillars so that the thresholds 
shake; knock them down on the heads of all the people.  
Then I will kill the rest of them with the sword. None of 
those who flee will get away; none of the fugitives will 
escape. 

o This is a picture of the Lord showing up at their 
temple of false worship and commanding its 
destruction. 

o All false worship is built on a faulty foundation and 
held up with weak pillars.  God destroys them. 

• One of the biggest idols in our world today is 
individualism, or the worship of self.  We feel as though 
we should be able to do what our hearts desire, not 
recognizing that our hearts are corrupt.  Everything false 



that we trust in will be gone one day.  When our false god 
is destroyed, this then destroys our false security. 
 

GOD DESTROYS FALSE SECURITY 

• (9:2) If they dig down to Sheol, from there My hand will 
take them; if they climb up to heaven, from there I will 
bring them down. 

o This gives a picture of the hole that Saddam 
Hussein was hiding in when he was captured. 

• (9:3) If they hide themselves on top of Carmel, from there I 
will track them down and seize them; if they conceal 
themselves from My sight on the sea floor, from there I 
will command the sea serpent to bite them. 

o God is in control of the entire earth!  There is 
“nowhere to run to, baby, nowhere to hide” 

• (9:4) And if they are driven by their enemies into captivity, 
from there I will command the sword to kill them. I will fix 
My eyes on them for harm and not for good. 

• God is simply keeping the promise that He made earlier in 
scripture. 

o (Deut 28:15) But if you do not obey the Lord your 
God by carefully following all His commands and 
statutes I am giving you today, all these curses will 
come and overtake you: (followed by 53 verses of 
curses) 

o (Lev 26:23-25a) If in spite of these things you do 
not accept My discipline, but act with hostility 
toward Me, then I will act with hostility toward 
you; I will also strike you seven times for your sins.  
I will bring a sword against you to execute the 
vengeance of the covenant.  Though you withdraw 
into your cities, I will send a pestilence among you, 
and you will be delivered into enemy hands. 

• (9:5) The Lord, the God of Hosts—He touches the earth; it 
melts, and all who dwell in it mourn; all of it rises like the 
Nile and subsides like the Nile of Egypt. 



o Hurricane Floyd 

• (9:6) He builds His upper chambers in the heavens and lays 
the foundation of His vault on the earth.  He summons the 
waters of the sea and pours them out on the face of the 
earth. Yahweh is His name. 

o God has built the whole earth.  There is no part of 
it that He does not know. 

o Upper chambers: The most luxurious living 
quarters or apartments. 

o Vault: Cellar or storage! 

• Not only does God destroy our false worship and our false 
security, but He also destroys our false pride. 

 
GOD DESTROYS FALSE PRIDE 

• (9:7) Israelites, are you not like the Cushites to Me? This is 
the Lord’s declaration.  Didn’t I bring Israel from the land 
of Egypt, the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Arameans 
from Kir? 

o Cushites (Ethiopians, KJV) Remote and insignificant 
to the Israelites.  Descendants of Cush, who along 
with Put, Canaan, and Egypt were sons of Ham, 
Noah’s son. 

o God is pointing out how He has moved other 
nations. 

o “Do you really think that you’re that special?” 

• (9:8-9) Look, the eyes of the Lord God are on the sinful 
kingdom, and I will destroy it from the face of the earth. 
However, I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob—this 
is the Lord’s declaration—for I am about to give the 
command, and I will shake the house of Israel among all 
the nations, as one shakes a sieve, but not a pebble will fall 
to the ground. 

o Sinful kingdom:  This had to hurt.  They were God’s 
chosen people and chose to live in active rebellion. 

o Even though the kingdom would be destroyed, the 
house of Jacob would survive. 



o They will however be scattered and sifted! 

• (9:10) All the sinners among My people who say: “Disaster 
will never overtake or confront us,” will die by the sword. 

o (1 Thes. 5:3) While people are saying, "Peace and 
safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, 
as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will 
not escape. 

• The good news in all this is that even though God is 
destroying the sinful kingdom, and all that they have built, 
He leaves a remnant to rebuild with.  God’s plan from the 
beginning has been restoration. 

 
GOD COMES AND RESTORES 

• (9:11-12) In that day I will restore the fallen booth of 
David: I will repair its gaps, restore its ruins, and rebuild it 
as in the days of old, so that they may possess the 
remnant of Edom and all the nations that are called by My 
name—this is the Lord’s declaration—He will do this. 

o Fallen booth (tent) of David: Remember that 
David’s line was to have rule of the house of Israel 
forever.  Jesus is clearly shown to descend from the 
line of David. 

o Remnant of Edom: (Jacob’s brother, representative 
of Gentiles) 

• Peter quotes this in (Acts 15:16-18) After these things I will 
return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. I will rebuild its ruins 
and set it up again, so the rest of humanity may seek the 
Lord—even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, 
declares the Lord who does these things known from long 
ago. 

•  (9:13) Hear this! The days are coming—this is the Lord’s 
declaration—when the plowman will overtake the reaper 
and the one who treads grapes, the sower of seed. The 
mountains will drip with sweet wine, and all the hills will 
flow with it. 



o The picture here is of a crop so plentiful that by the 
time you can get it harvested it’s time to plant 
again. 

o Grapevines don’t grow well in mountains, they 
grow in valleys, but the picture here is of them 
growing so far up the mountains that the hills are 
flowing with wine. 

• (9:14) I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel. They 
will rebuild and occupy ruined cities, plant vineyards and 
drink their wine, make gardens and eat their produce.  

o This had a fulfillment in the time of Cyrus, king of 
Persia when he permitted the exiles to return to 
their land.  But that was not a complete fulfillment. 

• (9:15) I will plant them on their land, and they will never 
again be uprooted from the land I have given them. 
Yahweh your God has spoken. 

o We remember from history that even though Israel 
was doing well during the time of Jesus, it would be 
destroyed again about 40 years after His death.  
But there is coming a time of complete fulfillment 
of this prophecy! 

 
SO, WHAT? 
 

• What is in you that God needs to destroy before He can 
restore you? 

o False worship?  What is taking a higher priority 
than Jesus in your life right now? 

o False security?  What do you trust in?  Money? 
Government? Geography? 

o False pride? Do you feel like you’re saved just 
because of who you are? 

• What will it take for you to turn to Christ today? 
 


