
Won’t You Be My Neighbor? May 19, 2019 
Luke 10:25-37 
 
INTRODUCTION: Was anyone else taught to believe, either 
explicitly or implicitly that the Bible is a big book of “Thou Shalt 
Nots”?  Do you see the Bible as 2154 pages of ways to make God 
angry so that He can send you to hell?  Do you think that scripture 
is more complex than the tax code?  I have thought all these 
things at some point.  I thought that we had to be careful not to 
make God mad, but I still wanted to do fun things.  So, what’s a 
guy to do?  How about all the things that the Bible doesn’t say not 
to do?  Young Mike was great at that.  The Bible doesn’t say that 
you can’t go 110 mph on K-77.  The Bible doesn’t say that you 
can’t listen to rock music.  I would show up to church on Sunday, 
and I believed, but I was a loophole seeker.  Today, we are going 
to look at the LOOPHOLE SEEKER, THE STUPID SINNER, THE 
SANCTIMONIOUS SAINTS, and THE SAVIOR. 
 
THE LOOPHOLE SEEKER 

• (10:25) Just then an expert in the law stood up to test Him, 
saying, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

o This is a legal expert. He knows what the scripture 
says.  He is probably trying to prove his knowledge 
as superior to Jesus. 

• (10:26) “What is written in the law?” He asked him. “How 
do you read it?” 

o Jesus turns the question back on him.  This was to 
get the man to spell out what he was actually 
thinking. 

• (10:27) He answered: Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all 
your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. 

• (10:28) “You’ve answered correctly,” He told him. “Do this 
and you will live.” 

o Jesus affirms that the man understands what he 
has read. 



• (10:29) But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?” 

o This is the question where we see into the man’s 
heart.  He wants eternal life, but he is looking for a 
loophole to get out of doing the things he doesn’t 
want to do. 

o This sounds like his conscience is probably 
bothering him.   

o He has been so focused on himself that he ignores 
the abiding presence of God. 

• The true question in his heart is do I have to love someone 
that I don’t want to.  Do I have to care about the stupid 
sinner? 

 
THE STUPID SINNER 

• (10:30) Jesus took up the question and said: “A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the 
hands of robbers.  They stripped him, beat him up, and 
fled, leaving him half dead. 

o This road was known for this kind of violent 
activity.  This was not a road that you should travel 
by yourself on if you were making a journey, but he 
did. He got himself in that situation. 

• Do we ever look down on sinners because of the situations 
that they have gotten into? 

o Do we look down on the addicted sinner? 
o Do we look down on the jailed sinner? 
o Do we look down on the unemployed sinner? 
o Is their sin worse than ours? 

• This behavior is just reframed moralism.  Christ demands 
better from us.  But often, we don’t do better.  Often, we 
can be pretty sanctimonious. 

 
THE SANCTIMONIOUS SAINTS 

• (10:31) A priest happened to be going down that road. 
When he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 



o The religious leader didn’t want to be 
contaminated by this broken person who was there 
as the result of his own actions. 

• (10:32) In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

o This good church member just followed the actions 
of his pastor. 

o I knew the kind of people that good Christians 
don’t associate with. 

• The saints have been very good about gathering in our 
holy huddles for the last century.  Maybe it’s time we get 
into the game!  We’ve already met the LOOPHOLE SEEKER, 
THE STUPID SINNER, and the SANCTIMONIOUS SAINTS 
(and hopefully they aren’t us!).  Now let’s introduce the 
SAVIOR. 

 
THE SAVIOR 

• (10:33) But a Samaritan on his journey came up to him, 
and when he saw the man, he had compassion. 

o This wasn’t a respected person.  Samaritans were 
religious and cultural half-breeds who were hated. 

o But He’s the one who had compassion on the 
broken man. 

o (Matthew 9:36) When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

o Compassion does not mean approval of the 
behavior that landed them there.  It means that 
you share in their hurt, even if they’re the one who 
caused it. 

o Compassion without action is useless, so our 
Samaritan took action. 

• (10:34) He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on olive oil and wine. The he put him on his own 
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 



o This was really the best antiseptic available at the 
time.  The Samaritan used these things that he had 
planned to use for himself to help the broken man 
in his situation. 

o He even put the broken man on his animal, which 
meant that then he had to walk.  Then when they 
arrived at the inn, he continued to take care of him. 

o His action was immediate, inconvenient, and 
costly. 

• (10:35) The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to 
the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. When I come 
back I’ll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’ 

o His compassion extended into the future. 

• (10:36) “Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?” 

o Jesus is asking the question to get Mr. Loophole 
Seeker to the heart of the issue of loving one’s 
neighbor. 

• (10:37) “The one who showed mercy to him,” he said. 
Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.” 

o Now the lawyer gets it! 
 
SO WHAT?:  Where in this story do you find yourself? 
 

• Are you looking to do the bare minimum for God?  Is your 
only concern, “What will keep me out of hell?” 

• Are you a holy huddler, who doesn’t have time for the 
broken people around you? 

• Are you compassionate to the broken, seeking to rescue 
them?  Coming soon:  Who’s your one? 

• Or, are you like our victim, who has gotten himself into a 
situation where life has beat him up and he needs saving. 

• Are you ready to come to Christ today? 
 


