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INTRODUCTION: I hope that everyone had a good Independence 
Day!  We love to celebrate the birth of our nation, and we love 
celebrating the freedom that we have as Americans.  Americans 
really have a lot more national pride that almost any other nation.  
That’s because being an American is about the greatest thing on 
earth to be, right?  Or is it?  I submit to you that if you primarily 
think of yourself as an American, and then a Christian, you are 
getting it wrong.  Today, we will see what being a citizen of the 
Kingdom of Christ is about.  We will note THE GOALS A CITIZEN 
PURSUES, THE SACRIFICES A CITIZEN MAKES, WHO RULES OVER A 
CITIZEN, THE IMPLICATIONS OF BEING A CITIZEN, and finally 
address the question of HOW CAN I BECOME A CITIZEN?  Let’s get 
started. 
 
THE GOALS A CITIZEN PURSUES 

• Earthly citizens pursue earthly goals. 
o (3:19) Their end is destruction; their god is their 

stomach; their glory is their shame.  They are 
focused on earthly goals. 

o Their only goal is to satisfy their appetites:  food, 
money, power, sex. 

o These are all temporal things; they will all go away. 

• Kingdom citizens pursue Kingdom goals. 
o (3:10) My goal is to know Him and the power of His 

resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death. 

o Know: [ginṓskō] Know experientially or intimately.  
Same word used in Luke 1:34 when Mary asks, 
“How can this be since I have not known a man?” 

o Relationship not rules! 
 
THE SACRIFICES A CITIZEN MAKES 

• A citizen lives and dies by the ideals of his nation 



o This is why whenever the nation is threatened, 
people flock to military recruiting offices. 

• (3:8b) Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things 
and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ. 

o Paul had a lot of accomplishments before getting 
to know Christ. 

• A citizen of Christ’s Kingdom must sacrifice or put to death 
the following (from Col. 3:5) sexual immorality, impurity, 
lust, evil desire, and greed which is idolatry. 

• If all that seems like too much to give up, remember that if 
you choose the World, you will live and die by its ideals.  
The sacrifice there is your place in the Kingdom of Christ.  
As James 4:4 reminds us, “Don’t you know that friendship 
with the world is enmity toward God?” 

• People who live for the world make sacrifices all the time.  
They sacrifice their time and health for money, they 
sacrifice their integrity for temporary power, they sacrifice 
their morality at the altar of personal autonomy. 

• We as believers serve a superior Kingdom, and we are 
called to sacrifice the things of this world in order to place 
the things of the Kingdom in their proper perspective. 

 
WHO RULES OVER A CITIZEN? 

• Citizens of the Kingdom of Christ are ruled by Him. 
o (3:20-21) But our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which we also eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our 
humble condition into the likeness of His glorious 
body, by the power that enables Him to subject 
everything to Himself. 

• (Col 3:1) So if you have been raised with the Messiah, seek 
what is above, where the Messiah is, seated at the right 
hand of God.” 

o Note the position of Christ at the right hand of 
God, the position of honor. 



• What should happen as the result of this?  (Col 3:2-4) Set 
your minds on what is above, not on what is on the earth.  
For you have died, and your life is hidden with the Messiah 
in God.  When the Messiah, who is your life, is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. 

o (Matt. 6:33) But seek first the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. 

• If you choose to be a citizen of the world instead of a 
citizen of the Kingdom, you will be ruled by sin and your 
own selfish desires.  Paul reminds us in Romans 6:16, 
“Don’t you know that if you offer yourselves to someone 
as obedient slaves, you are slaves of that one you obey—
either of sin leading to death or of obedience leading to 
righteousness?” 

• You must pick your ruler carefully. 
 
IMPLICATIONS OF BEING A CITIZEN 

• Being a citizen of any nation necessarily requires 
obedience to that government.  Being a citizen of the 
Kingdom requires putting the Kingdom first, ahead of our 
own preferences, and even ahead of your awesome 
national identity. 

• Being a citizen of the Kingdom requires that we look 
different, act different, think different.  If we look and act 
like the world around us, there is no reason for anyone to 
believe that we have been affected by the gospel that we 
proclaim. 

• Being a citizen of the Kingdom requires that we find our 
identity solely in Christ.  We cannot primarily think of 
ourselves as Americans or even church members.  We are 
the body of Christ. 

o About 11.3 % of the world’s Christians live in the 
United States.  We had better get used to a 
Kingdom that does not look like America. 



o Being a citizen of the Kingdom means that you 
have more in common with a Nigerian Christian 
than you do a lost person from Virginia. 

o Being a citizen of the Kingdom means that we are 
aliens here.  2 Peter 1:11-12 says, “Dear friends, I 
urge you as strangers and temporary residents to 
abstain from fleshly desires that war against you. 
Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, 
so that in a case where they speak against you as 
those who do what is evil, they will, by observing 
your good works, glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 

o This world is NOT OUR HOME.  Stop acting like it is 
all there is! 

• Being a citizen of the kingdom does have implications for 
what kind of Americans we are, however. 

o God placed us here on purpose.  We have an 
obligation to do His work here. 

o Since he has allowed us to live in America, we have 
freedom of movement that many of our Asian 
brothers and sisters do not.  We have an obligation 
to use that freedom of movement to proclaim the 
gospel to our lost neighbors. 

o We get to have a hand in picking our government. 
We are also commanded to pray for our leaders.  
What we are not commanded to do is to worship 
them or idolize them. 

o When we keep in mind our citizenship in the 
Kingdom, America will be in its proper place in our 
minds, a temporary home that hates us because 
we do not belong here.  The world hated Christ, it 
hates you too.  Get used to it.  

 
HOW DO I BECOME A CITIZEN? 

• Life is great in the states if you are born here.  You’re a 
citizen.  But what if you’re born elsewhere?  You have to: 



1) Have a green card for five years, 2) Apply for 
naturalization, 3) Be 18 or over, 4) Be able to speak, read, 
and write basic English, 5) Be a person of good moral 
character, 6) Complete a ten-step naturalization process 
which includes taking an oath of citizenship.  The process 
takes years and a lot of work. 

• What if you want to become a citizen of the Kingdom of 
God?  That one is easy.  You must be born into it.  There is 
no other way. 

o Jesus says in John 3:3, “I assure you: Unless 
someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” 

o (John 3:5-6) Jesus continues, “I assure you: Unless 
someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. Whatever is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 

o Does this even make sense?  Yes, because we die 
to the old life and are born to the new life!   

o You allow the Holy Spirit to come into you and He 
does His work in you. 

o This is the only way.  There is no other name by 
which we may be saved.   

• You must confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead.  
You must repent and follow Him.   

• Note that we are not commanded to clean up to come to 
Christ.  When we come to Him, He cleans us up.  Who will 
come to Christ today? 

 
 
 


