
Disciples as Servants July 21, 2019 
John 13:1-20 
 
INTRODUCTION: (Trying not to get feet dusty on the way back 
from the shower trailer) What is the most demeaning job that you 
can think of?  In the first century, one of the most demeaning 
things that a servant would have to do is to wash the feet of the 
guests at a dinner.  This was so menial, that even Jewish slaves 
weren’t forced to do it.  What we see in our passage today, 
however, is the Lord Jesus, who had already humbled Himself to 
be born into a poor family and live a poor earthly life, would 
humble himself even farther by doing the least pleasant thing 
imaginable for his disciples.  Why?  Because there are things that 
He intends to teach us in this example.  Today we will observe 
that DISCIPLES SERVE OUT OF LOVE, DISCIPLES SERVE WITH 
URGENCY, DISCIPLES PREPARE TO SERVE, DISCIPLES’ SERVICE 
MEETS A NEED, and that DISCIPLES SERVE HUMBLY. 
 
DISCIPLES SERVE OUT OF LOVE 

• (13:1) Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that His 
hour had come to depart from this world to the Father.  
Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved 
them to the end. 

• Remember that Jesus has spent 3 ½ years with this group 
of guys, preparing them to carry on His work when He 
returns to the Father.  He has great love for His disciples. 

• Love, not obligation, should always be behind our service. 

• (James 2:15-16) If a brother or sister is without clothes and 
lacks daily food and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, 
keep warm, and eat well,” but you don’t give them what 
the body needs, what good is it? 

o One cannot claim to love those that they see in 
need if they are unwilling to help them. 

• Disciples serve out of love for people, but also love for 
Christ! 

 



DISCIPLES SERVE WITH URGENCY 

• (13:2-3) Now by the time of supper, the Devil had already 
put it into the heart of Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to 
betray Him. Jesus knew that the Father had given 
everything into His hands, that He had come from God, 
and that He was going back to God. 

• Jesus recognized that His time was short.  We do not know 
how short our time is, but often we do know the urgency 
of the need. 

• We must be particularly urgent in sharing the gospel. 
 
DISCIPLES PREPARE TO SERVE 

• (13:4-5) So He got up from supper, laid aside His robe, 
took a towel, and tied it around Himself. Next, He poured 
water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet 
and to dry them with the towel tied around Him. 

o Jesus removed the obstacle to His service, the 
robe.  What obstacles get in the way of our 
service? 

o He tied the towel around Himself, like a servant.  
He had taken off the garment of authority and put 
on the uniform of a menial slave. 

o He prepared the basin of water and started to 
work. 

 
DISCIPLES’ SERVICE MEETS A NEED 

• (13:6-7) He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, 
are You going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, 
“What I’m doing you don’t understand now, but afterward 
you will know.” 

•  (13:8-9) You will never wash my feet—ever!” Peter said.  
Jesus replied, “If I don’t wash you, you have no part with 
Me.”  Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not only my feet, but 
also my hands and my head.” 

• (13:10-11) “One who has bathed,” Jesus told him, “doesn’t 
need to wash anything except his feet, but he is 



completely clean.  You are clean, but not all of you.” For 
He knew who would betray Him. This is why He said, “You 
are not all clean.” 

o Peter’s objection was due to his keen awareness of 
the Lordship of Christ. 

o When Jesus addressed his objection, he went to 
the opposite extreme. 

o When you are saved, you become clean, but 
walking through the world, you will get it on you 
and need your feet cleaned. 

• Washing the feet served a very real, practical purpose.  
Our service should also serve a purpose! 

 
DISCIPLES SERVE HUMBLY 

• (13:12-13) When Jesus had washed their feet and put on 
His robe, he reclined again and said to them, “Do you 
know what I have done for you? You call Me Teacher and 
Lord. This is well said, for I am. 

o I am (eimi):  Jesus is identifying Himself as God. 

• (13:14-15) So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I 
have given you an example that you also should do just as 
I have done for you. 

o If the Lord of all creation can stoop down to serve 
in a way that is beneath the least of the servants, 
there is no service that is beneath you! 

o He commands them to wash each other’s feet, or 
in practical terms to serve each other. 

• (13:16-17) I assure you: A slave is not greater than his 
master, and a messenger is not greater than the one who 
sent him. If you know these things, you are blessed if you 
do them. 

o Remember that you are not promised a life of 
prosperity and ease.  The Lord and creator of the 
universe did not have that during His time on 



earth, so you shouldn’t expect to.  You must serve 
humbly. 

• (13:18) I’m not speaking about all of you; I know those I 
have chosen. But the Scripture must be fulfilled: The one 
who eats My bread has raised his heel against Me. 

o Quickly, Jesus points out that He is about to be 
betrayed. 

• (13:19-20) I am telling you now before it happens, so that 
when it does happen you will believe that I am He.  I 
assure you: Whoever receives anyone I send receives Me, 
and the one who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 

o Another “I am” statement. 
o He personally identifies with His disciples. (Saul, 

Saul, why do you persecute Me?) 
 
SO WHAT? 

• Where and how are you serving?  If you can’t answer that, 
we need to find a place for you to serve! 

• What is the attitude that you are serving with.  Service is a 
form of giving, and God loves a cheerful giver. 

• Are you serving out of genuine love and compassion for 
your neighbor? 

• Are you serving as if it’s urgent?   

• How are you preparing for your service? 
o Are you removing barriers? 
o Are you taking the time to become equipped? 

• What is the practical value of your service?  Who benefits? 

• Are you serving out of a sense of awe at what the Savior 
has done for you? 

• If you are not serving, is it because you have not 
encountered Christ?  You can do that today! 


