
Disciples as Laborers Sept 1, 2019 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 (ESV) 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is 
walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you 
received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to 
imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with 
you, 8nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but 
with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not 
be a burden to any of you. 9It was not because we do not have 
that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to 
imitate.10For even when we were with you, we would give you 
this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not 
eat. 11For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not 
busy at work, but busybodies. 12Now such persons we 
command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 
work quietly and to earn their own living 
 
INTRODUCTION: If you’ve been with us this summer for our 
Discipleship series, you know that we’ve covered several topics 
about the characteristics of disciples that we who claim the name 
of Christ should have.  We talked about Disciples as Men of God, 
Disciples as Women of God, Disciples as Stewards of what God 
has given to us.  We discussed Disciples as Citizens, Disciples as 
Witnesses of Christ, Disciples as Servants, and Disciples as 
Leaders.  And throughout August, we learned about Disciples as 
Prayer Warriors, Disciples as Proclaimers, and last week, about 
Disciples as Students of the Word.  The idea was that this would 
be a series of one-off sermons, where you wouldn’t get lost if you 
took a week for vacation.  And since I decided to do this summer 
this way, you all have surprised me with, I think, the best 
attended summer since I’ve been here.  By the way, if you miss 
any of our sermons, they are online at Sappony1773.org.  This 
week, as we celebrate Labor Day, and bring our Summer of 
Discipleship to a close, we will touch on Disciples as Laborers. 
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 This year marks the 125th anniversary of Labor Day as a 
national holiday.  According to the Department of Labor’s 
website, “Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation 
of the labor movement and is dedicated to the social and 
economic achievements of American workers. It constitutes a 
yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made to 
the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.”  So, as 
we take a long weekend, and have a little rest and relaxation with 
our friends and family, I just want to take a little of our time this 
morning to address what Scripture has to say about work.  Today, 
we’re going to observe that WE WERE CREATED FOR WORK, WE 
ARE EXPECTED TO WORK, WE FACE CONSEQUENCES FOR NOT 
WORKING, and WE MUST REMEMBER WHO WE WORK FOR.  
 
WE WERE CREATED FOR WORK 

• (Gen 1:26-30) Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of 
the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, 
and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” So God 
created man in His own image; He created him in the 
image of God; He created them male and female. God 
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, 
multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the 
sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls 
on the earth.” God also said, “Look, I have given you 
every seed-bearing plant on the surface of the entire 
earth and every tree whose fruit contains seed. This food 
will be for you, for all the wildlife of the earth, for every 
bird of the sky, and for every creature that crawls on the 
earth — everything having the breath of life in it. I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

o Ruling is work. 
o The food was growing, but they had to harvest it. 

• Gen (2:15) The Lord God took the man and placed him in 
the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it.   



• God created us with a purpose, and part of that purpose is 
to work.  Therefore, we are expected to work. 

 
WE ARE EXPECTED TO WORK 

• (2 Thess. 3:6) Now we command you, brothers, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from 
any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord 
with the tradition that you received from us.  

o These quit working to wait on Christ’s return. 

• (2 Thess. 3:10) For even when we were with you, we 
would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to 
work, let him not eat.  

o This does not entitle us to avoid helping those who 
cannot support themselves. 

o Gleaning: the original welfare system. 

• (2 Thess. 3:11) For we hear that some among you walk in 
idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies.  

o (Benson) Idleness naturally disposes people to busy 
themselves with the concerns of others.  

o There’s an old saying (no it’s not in the Bible, but it 
still applies), “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop.” 

• (2 Thess. 3:12) Now such persons we command and 
encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work 
quietly and to earn their own living. 

o Command: implies authority 
o Encourage: prompting them to do what’s right. 

• So, we have seen that we were created for work, and that 
we are expected to work.  But what are the consequences 
of not working? 

 
WE FACE CONSEQUENCES FOR NOT WORKING 

• (6:8) Go to the ant, you slacker! Observe its ways and 
become wise. Without leader, administrator, or ruler, it 
prepares its provisions in summer; it gathers its food 
during harvest. 



o Ants do not have to be supervised. They just do 
what needs done. 

• (6:9-11) How long will you stay in bed, you slacker?  
When will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a 
little slumber, a little folding of the arms to rest, and your 
poverty will come like a robber, your need, like a bandit. 

o The most readily apparent consequence of not 
working is starvation. 

o When we lay in bed too long, that is where our 
momentum is. 

• There are many problems that are caused by laziness.  
Physical weakness, sluggishness, and obesity can all be the 
result of not enough activity.  God designed our bodies to 
work.  We also must remember that we work for Him. 

 
WE MUST REMEMBER WHO WE WORK FOR 

• (Col. 3:22) Slaves, obey your human masters in 
everything. Don’t work only while being watched, in 
order to please men, but work wholeheartedly, fearing 
the Lord. 

o The principle that transfers here is “give your boss 
an honest day’s work.” 

o (Prov. 18:9) The one who is truly lazy in his work is 
brother to a vandal. 

• (Col. 3:23-24) Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as 
something done for the Lord and not for men, knowing 
that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from 
the Lord. You serve the Lord Christ. 

o This gives us an attitude with which to approach 
our work. 

o Reward of an inheritance from the Lord. 
o You serve the Lord Christ! 

• Our Lord is not a cruel master.  His burden is easy and His 
yoke is light.   

• Remember also, that He designed us to need rest, and 
even commanded rest. 



o Sabbath is still a good idea. 
 
SO WHAT? 

• I realize that most of this, with this group, is a bit like 
preaching to the choir.  But, I must preach and teach the 
whole counsel of God. 

• What is the work that you do?  Do you see the value to the 
Kingdom of God in it? 

• Are you retired?  Or don’t need to work?  Volunteer work 
is still work, it is honorable, and it is worthy of your time.  
Maybe you can use this time in the fourth quarter of your 
life to do things that bring people to Christ. 

• What is the attitude with which you do the work God has 
called you to?  Do you do it joyfully for Him or are you a 
grumbler. 

• Do you take an appropriate rest from your work?  I hope 
that you will enjoy this long weekend, spend time with the 
Lord and with your family. 

• If you do not yet work for Christ, maybe today is a good 
day to commit to Him. 


