
WYO, Part IV: A Story of Hell Sept 29, 2019 
Luke 16:19-31 
 
ADAPTED FROM “A STORY OF HELL” BY JOHNNY HUNT FOR 
WHO’S YOUR ONE? 
 
INTRODUCTION:   
 Has anyone ever had to have a conversation that was 
uncomfortable?  We really try to avoid those, don’t we?  It’s hard 
to tell someone that they stink.  Or that they’re fired.  Or that we 
should break up.  Or that they are on their way to hell without 
Jesus.  That is difficult, and uncomfortable.  One of my favorite 
ninjas from American Ninja Warrior is Flip Rodriguez, and he likes 
to wear a shirt that says, “Get comfortable being uncomfortable.”  
I’m going to ask you to do that today, because there is just way 
too much at stake for us to avoid the difficult conversations. 
 
MAIN TEXT: 

“There was a rich man who would dress in purple and 
fine linen, feasting lavishly every day.  But a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, was lying at his gate. He longed to 
be filled with what fell from the rich man’s table, but instead the 
dogs would come and lick his sores.  One day the poor man died 
and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried.  And being in torment in 
Hades, he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off, with 
Lazarus at his side.  ‘Father Abraham!’ he called out, ‘Have 
mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this flame!’ 

“‘Son,’ Abraham said, ‘remember that during your life 
you received your good things, just as Lazarus received bad 
things, but now he is comforted here, while you are in 
agony.  Besides all this, a great chasm has been fixed between us 
and you, so that those who want to pass over from here to you 
cannot; neither can those from there cross over to us.’ 



“‘Father,’ he said, ‘then I beg you to send him to my 
father’s house — because I have five brothers — to warn them, 
so they won’t also come to this place of torment.’ 

“But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.’ 

“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said. ‘But if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

“But he told him, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the 
prophets, they will not be persuaded if someone rises from the 
dead.’” 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 If you look at the gospel of Luke, you see that this parable 
sits within several different parables that Jesus told to an 
audience made up of His disciples and Pharisees.  He has been 
talking about the cost of following him (14:25-34), the lost sheep 
(15:1-7), the lost coin (15:8-10), the prodigal son (15:11-32), and 
the dishonest manager (16:1-13) which concludes with “You can’t 
serve God and money.” He then reminds the audience, 
particularly the Pharisees, that God knows their hearts.  After that 
is when he proceeds to tell us about Lazarus and the rich man. 
 
PASSAGE OUTLINE: 
 

• LAZARUS 
o Was a poor beggar, but that is not reason for him 

to be in heaven. 
o Three theories on why Lazarus is named: 

▪ Could have been an actual beggar they 
knew of. 

▪ Greek form of Eleazar “God is the helper”, 
which could have been meant symbolically. 

▪ Some believe it was a warning to Lazarus of 
Bethany, who scholars believe may have 
been the rich young ruler. 



o None of these things are as important as the fact 
that he is being comforted in heaven. 

 

• THE MAN IN HELL 
o Lived the good life.  He wore purple (expensive) 

and fine linen and feasted sumptuously.  Don’t 
read into this that rich people automatically go to 
hell.  After all, Abraham was quite wealthy.  This 
man lived for the world. 

o He was able to see the heaven that he missed. 
o He had probably been at least a little religious.  

After all, he recognized Abraham.  Remember that 
part of Jesus’ audience that day were religious 
leaders who were trying to get in good with the 
king. 

o He was used to giving orders.  “Have Lazarus to dip 
the tip of his finger and cool my tongue.” 

▪ Remember that Lazarus had been lying at 
his gate poor and covered with sores, 
wanting the scraps that fell from the rich 
man’s table. 

▪ This man’s dogs took more pity on Lazarus 
than he did. 

o He knows Lazarus’ name, but my guess is that he is 
too ashamed to speak directly to Lazarus. 

o He was in agony.  He mentions it, and so does 
Abraham. 

o He was concerned that his family not go there. 
▪ “Send him to my father’s house.” 
▪ He’s still trying to get Lazarus to do things 

for him. 
 

• HELL ITSELF 
o Hell is eternal. 
o Hell is a place of pain. 
o Hell is a place of fear. 



o Hell is a place of sadness. 
o Hell is a place of isolation. 
o Hell is a place of separation. 
o According to theologian Elmer Towns, “God 

created hell, a real place where real people will 
suffer real punishment for a real eternity.” 
 

• THERE IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHO DESERVES TO GO TO 
HELL. 

o Literally the only human being ever born who does 
not deserve hell is Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

o But you do not have to go there.  Johnny Hunt 
notes, “God does not send anyone to hell; we go of 
our own volition as we reject Christ.” 

 
CONCLUSION: Hell was not prepared for you!   
 
(Matthew 25:41) Then He will also say to those on the left, 
“Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the Devil and his angels.” 
 
(2 Peter 3:9) The Lord does not delay His promise, as some 
understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 
perish but all to come to repentance. 
 
Jesus has prepared a place for you. 
 
(John 14:1-7) “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in Me.  In My Father’s house are many dwelling 
places; if not, I would have told you.  I am going away to prepare 
a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and receive you to Myself, so that where I am you may be 
also. You know that way to where I am going” 
 “Lord,” Thomas said, “we don’t know where You’re 
going. How can we know the way?” 



 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No 
one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
 
QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO PONDER TODAY: 

• Are you on your way to heaven or to hell?  There are only 
two choices.  If you are not sure, let’s talk about it during 
the invitation, because I do not want to see one person 
leave here and step into eternity without Christ. 

• If you are on your way to heaven, and I pray that you are, 
who are you taking with you? 

• 7658 residents of Sussex County are on their way to 
eternal suffering in hell.  Who do you care enough about 
to have the awkward conversation? 

• Who’s your ONE? 


