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Ephesians 3:1-4:16 
 
INTRODUCTION: If you watch the news or read headlines, you will 
notice that the world is a very broken place.  Examples: 

1. Union Theological Seminary’s service where they 
confessed their sins to plants. 

2. Is Happy the Elephant a person? 
3. Is an unborn baby a person? 
4. Should a seven-year-old be allowed to decide if he is a 

boy or a girl? 
All of this brokenness stems from the fall of man in the Garden of 
Eden.  But what if all this could be restored?  Not to an earlier 
time in American history, but to what God intended for man. 
God’s original purpose in creation was man living in close union 
with Him and with each other.  Paul gives us a bit of a picture of 
this restoration in talking about the church in his letter to the 
Ephesians. 
  
MAIN TEXT (Eph 3:1-4:16) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
We have previously noted that Paul was writing from prison, and 
that this particular epistle was likely written as a circular letter, 
intended to be shared with various churches.  Since the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ 30 years earlier, the church has 
expanded greatly, but has faced persecution from the Jews, from 
the government, and from false teachers.  Paul has written this 
letter to the church to encourage them in their faith in difficult 
times.  
  
PASSAGE OUTLINE:   

1. The Mystery of the Messiah (3:1-13) 
a. Not revealed to previous generations 

i. Can we trust when someone claims to have 
revelation?  



ii. Mohammed claimed to have revelation. 
iii. Joseph Smith claimed to have revelation. 
iv. This mystery was also revealed to His holy 

apostles and prophets, such as Peter (Acts 
11:1-18) 

v. Even more importantly, this revelation to 
Paul aligns with previously revealed 
scripture. 

(Isaiah 49:6) It is not enough for you to be My Servant raising up 
the tribes of Jacob and restoring the protected ones of Israel.  I 
will also make you a light for the nations, to be My salvation to 
the ends of the earth. 
 
(Gen 12:1-3) The Lord said to Abram: 
 Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you.  I will make you into a great 
nation, I will bless you, I will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those 
who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you. 
 

b. Paul has the privilege to share it 
i. (3:8) The least of all the saints 

ii. God used him in spite of his previous 
persecution of the church. 

iii. This privilege is costing him prison time, and 
eventually his life. 

2. The Diversity of the Body 
a. Diversity of people 

i. Paul is a Jew, speaking to a mostly Gentile 
audience. 

ii. Jesus welcomed women and children, who 
were thought of no value at that time. 

iii. Don’t accept the postmodern distortion of 
diversity with its demands to accept sin.  



Christ welcomes repentant sinners of all 
races, nations, colors, shapes, sizes. 

b. Diversity of gifts 
(4:11-12) And He personally gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers for the 
training of the saints in the work of the ministry, to build up the 
body of Christ. 
 

c. This list is not all-inclusive, and there are other lists 
in Paul’s writings that have different gifts.  The 
point is that we are all given some gift for the use 
of the ministry, and that these gifts are diverse! 

d. What I have learned about my gift-mix. 
3. The Unity of the Body 

a. Unity of Spirit 
(4:1-3) Therefore I, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk 
worthy of the calling you have received, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, accepting one another in love, 
diligently keeping the unity of the Spirit with the peace that binds 
us. 

i. This sounds like a command, right.  The 
unity of the spirit is our responsibility. 

 
(4:4-6) There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called 
to one hope at your calling—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all. 

b. Unity of Purpose 
i. Our purpose is clearly stated in the Great 

Commission, and in the mandate in Acts 
1:8. 

 
CONCLUSION: Since the fall of man, God has been working to 
bring the world back to Him.  He wants to restore what was lost 
because of sin.  He wants this so badly, that He sent his Son to pay 



the price to bring restoration.  Will you accept restoration?  Have 
you accepted Christ as Lord? 


