
Be Imitators of God Nov 3, 2019 
Ephesians 4:17-5:14 
 
INTRODUCTION: What does a new life look like? Has Kanye West 
come to know Christ? 

1. Former blasphemer 
2. Now says “Jesus is Lord.” Has put out a gospel album. 
3. People are suspicious, like they were of Paul.   

  
MAIN TEXT (Eph 4:17-5:14) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
We have previously noted that Paul was writing from prison, and 
that this particular epistle was likely written as a circular letter, 
intended to be shared with various churches.  Since the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ 30 years earlier, the church has 
expanded greatly, but has faced persecution from the Jews, from 
the government, and from false teachers.  Paul has written this 
letter to the church to encourage them in their faith in difficult 
times. Today, we will observe four things that Paul, as inspired by 
the Holy Spirit is instructing us, which are to THINK DIFFERENT, 
SPEAK DIFFERENT, BEHAVE DIFFERENT, and BE DIFFERENT. 
  
PASSAGE OUTLINE:   
 

1. THINK DIFFERENT (4:17-24) 
a. (4:17) You should no longer walk as the Gentiles 

walk. 
i. Referring to the pagan Gentiles who did not 

know God. 
ii. Their thoughts are futile, and they are 

darkened. 
b. (4:18) They are…excluded from the life of God 

i. Ignorance 
ii. Apathy 



c. (4:19) They gave themselves over to promiscuity 
for the practice of every kind of impurity with a 
desire for more and more. 

i. Sin is never satisfied. 
ii. It’s a compulsion that takes over. 

d. (4:22) You took off your former way of life, the old 
self that is corrupted by deceitful desires. 

i. It is possible to repent! 
ii. It’s like removing a dirty garment. Can you 

imagine being released from prison and 
continuing to wear the orange jumpsuit? 

iii. The more you gratify the desires of the 
flesh, the more your flesh becomes 
corrupted. 

e. (4:23) You are being renewed in the spirit of your 
minds 

i. Your very thought patterns change! 
ii. This change is because of the Holy Spirit 

working in you. 
f. (4:24) You put on the new self, the one created 

according to God’s likeness in righteousness and 
purity of truth. 

i. (2 Cor. 5:17) Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away, and look, new things 
have come. 

ii. We are remade from the image of sin and 
destruction to the image of God’s 
righteousness and truth.  So it follows that 
we would think different.  

2. SPEAK DIFFERENT (4:25-27) 
a. (4:25) Since you put away lying, speak the truth, 

each one to his neighbor, because we are 
members of one another. 

i. It is not enough to just stop lying, you must 
also tell the truth. 



ii. The entire body suffers when 
communication is corrupt. 

b. (4:26) Be angry and do not sin. 
i. Note that being angry is not a sin in itself. 

ii. Anger that causes you to harm is sinful. 
c. (4:26-27) Don’t let the sun go down on your anger, 

and don’t give the Devil an opportunity. 
i. Anger is often because we feel that justice 

has been withheld from us.  It has, BTW. 
ii. Satan will use this to cause us to sin.  Don’t 

even give him the chance. 
iii. If you are thinking different, and speaking 

different, you will naturally behave 
different. 

3. BEHAVE DIFFERENT (4:28-32) 
a. Did your parents, or some other adult in your life, 

ever say to you, “be good.”  Does anyone else find 
that as unhelpful as I do?  I’m not good with 
subjective criteria.  In my house, “be good” was 
don’t bother mom and dad.  With some of my 
friends, “be good” was don’t get the police called. 

b. Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, gives us a much 
more helpful way to look at this.  This formula is 
don’t do this, do that instead. 

i. Don’t steal. Instead, work and give to the 
needy. 

ii. No foul language.  Instead, what is good for 
building up and giving grace. 

iii. No bitterness, anger, wrath, shouting, 
slander. Instead, be kind, compassionate, 
forgiving. 

c. Not only must you think different, speak different, 
and behave different, as you grow, you will know 
different. 

4. BE DIFFERENT (5:1-14) 



a. (5:1) Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly 
loved children. 

i. Children try to imitate parents who love 
them. 

ii. We should imitate the character of God, 
whose Spirit dwells in us. 

b. (5:2) And walk in love as the Messiah also loved us 
and gave Himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant 
offering to God. 

i. How can we walk in sacrificial love? 
c. (5:3) But sexual immorality and any impurity or 

greed should not even be heard of among you, as 
is proper for saints. 

i. This is all types of sexual immorality and 
impurity. 

ii. Jesus describes lust as adultery. 
d. (5:4) Coarse and foolish talking or crude joking are 

not suitable. 
i. (James 3:10-11) Praising and cursing come 

out of the same mouth. My brothers, these 
things should not be this way. Does a spring 
pour out sweet and bitter water from the 
same opening? 

ii. Do you kiss your mom with that mouth? 
e. (5:5) For know and recognize this: Every sexually 

immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an 
idolater, does not have an inheritance in the 
kingdom of the Messiah and of God. 

i. Note that immorality and greed are 
idolatry.  They are the worship of 
something ahead of God. 

f. (5:6) Let no one deceive you with empty 
arguments, for God’s wrath is coming on the 
disobedient because of these things. 

i. How will you not be deceived? 



ii. Churches are deceiving people by accepting 
sexual immorality and engaging in idolatry. 

g. (5:8-10) For you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light—for 
the fruit of the light results in all goodness, 
righteousness, and truth—discerning what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 

i. Don’t walk like you used to! 
ii. How do you discern what is pleasing to the 

Lord? 
h. (5:11-12) Don’t participate in the fruitless works 

of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 
shameful even to mention what is done by them 
in secret. 

i. The point of exposure is to call to 
repentance. 

i. (5:13-14) Everything exposed by the light is made 
clear, for what makes everything clear is light.  
Therefore, it is said: Get up, sleeper, and rise up 
from the dead, and the Messiah will shine on you. 
(Isaiah 26:9). 

i. The light not only exposes things, but it gets 
rid of the darkness. 

ii. We are light, so we must get rid of the 
darkness in us.  The two cannot coexist. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
  
 What does your life look like?  Does it look the same as it 
did before you came to Christ?  Does it look like the world around 
you?  Or does it look like a life that glorifies Christ?  Do you want 
to receive new life today? 


