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Colossians 1:11-20 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 If you have a television or the internet, you may know that 
we celebrate Thanksgiving this week, or you may think, from the 
advertisements, that we’ve decided to skip Thanksgiving and go 
right into Christmas.  In our American context, we historically 
have given a lot of attention to the Thanksgiving holiday in 
church, as well we should, because we are commanded in several 
places in scripture to be a thankful people.  Thanksgiving is not 
unique to the United States, but its placement on the calendar is.  
On the church calendar, today is actually reign of Christ Sunday, 
or Christ the King Sunday.  It is the last day of the church year, 
with Advent starting next week.  Today, we will take a look at 
Christ’s reign from the epistle to the Colossians and see that we 
should be thankful for Christ’s reign. 
  
MAIN TEXT (Colossians 1:11-20) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Paul wrote the letter to the church at Colossae around the 
same time that he wrote Ephesians from the prison in Rome.  It 
was written to address a particular set of false teachings that 
were prevalent there, which included Judaizing Christians, 
Oriental beliefs, and angel worship.  Paul is writing to them to 
remind them of their true standing in Christ alone.  Today, we will 
see some things that Paul points out which I think that we should 
be thankful for.  We  should be THANKFUL THAT WE SERVE A 
MIGHTY LORD, we should be THANKFUL FOR HIS KINGDOM, we 
should be THANKFUL FOR REDEMPTION, and we should be 
THANKFUL FOR WHO CHRIST IS. 
  
PASSAGE OUTLINE:   

1. THANKFUL THAT WE SERVE A MIGHTY LORD 



a. (1:11-12) May you be strengthened with all 
power, according to His glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience, with joy giving thanks to 
the Father who has enabled you to share in the 
saints’ inheritance in the light. 

b. The world wants to convince us to look for strength 
inside ourselves, when in reality our strength must 
come from our relationship with God the Father. 

c. “according to His glorious might” 
i. This glorious might created heaven and 

earth. 
ii. This glorious might brought Jesus out of the 

grave. 
iii. Jeremy Camp song “Same Power” 

d. “endurance and patience” 
i. Is your life a marathon or a sprint 

ii. These people would have to endure 
persecution to a level that we have yet to 
experience. 

e. “with joy giving thanks” 
i. This is not like when you thank Grandma for 

the socks for Christmas. 
ii. This is overflowing with joy at receiving the 

best gift ever! 
f. “who has enabled you to share in the saints’ 

inheritance in the light” 
i. Who are the saints?  Those “set apart”.  The 

inheritance is our place in the kingdom. 
ii. The Father enabled us to share in the 

kingdom by sending His Son to pay the price 
for our sins. 

2. THANKFUL FOR HIS KINGDOM 
a. (1:13) He has rescued us from the domain of 

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
the Son He loves. 



i. “He has rescued us” even when we were 
not aware that we needed rescued. 

ii. “from the domain of darkness” 
1. You are either in the dark or in the 

light. 
2. You either serve one ruler or the 

other. 
iii. “transferred us into the kingdom of the Son 

He loves.” 
1. He purchased our citizenship in 

heaven. 
2. He transferred us from an eternity 

of hell to an eternity of heaven, and 
for this we should be thankful. 

3. THANKFUL FOR REDEMPTION 
a. (1:14) We have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins, in Him. 
i. In order to redeem us, a price had to be 

paid.  Another way to put it is a ransom.  
We have been bought from the ownership 
of the devil to the ownership of Christ. 

ii. Our forgiveness is something that we could 
never pay the price for ourselves.   

iii. This is why we must not minimize the 
severity of sin.  Christ had to pay for it with 
His life.  Literally, it took the only perfect 
person to ever walk the earth paying for it 
with His life. 

4. THANKFUL FOR WHO CHRIST IS 
a. (1:15) He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all creation. 
i. He is the image of God’s perfection and 

holiness. 
ii. Firstborn: Priority of time and supremacy of 

rank.  This does not imply that the Son is a 
created being. 



b. (1:16) For everything was created by Him, in 
heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things have been created through 
Him and for Him. 

i. The Son had His hand in creating 
everything, therefore His authority is over 
everything. 

ii. Note that He has authority over all the 
power structures of the earth! 

c. (1:18) He is also the head of the body, the church 
i. We hear this concept repeatedly 

throughout scripture, which is that as 
member of the body, Christ is our head. 

d. (1:18) He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, so that He might come to have first place in 
everything. 

i. Jesus is the first one to come back from the 
dead and not die again! 

ii. This is why we have the hope of 
resurrection. 

e. (1:19) For God was pleased to have all His fullness 
dwell in Him. 

i. Everything that makes God God is in Christ; 
His holiness, His perfection, His glory. 

f. (1:20) and through Him to reconcile everything to 
Himself by making peace through the blood of His 
cross—whether things on earth or things in 
heaven. 

i. To be reconciled, we have to realize that 
the relationship was broken, admit our 
wrong, and accept reconciliation. 

ii. Note the mention of the blood and the 
cross.  A cruel, painful, bloody death is what 
Christ suffered for us.  And we should be 
thankful for that. 



 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 The observance of Thanksgiving that we will all have on 
Thursday is generally with the purpose of thanking God for the 
blessings of the harvest.  And we should absolutely thank God for 
His provision for us.  But let’s not neglect to thank God for 
reaching down into this world, sending His Son to people who 
would reject and kill him.  Let’s not neglect to be thankful for the 
bridge that crosses the great chasm between us and heaven.  Let’s 
be thankful for the blood of Christ which takes away our sins.  And 
if you have not accepted Christ’s payment for your sins, you 
should do that today. 
  


