
The Kingdom of Heaven is Near Dec 8, 2019 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 Is everyone ready for Christmas yet?  Tree up, lights up, 
presents bought, baking done, travel plans made, plans to avoid 
that family member made, anxiety attack in progress?  So far, the 
only thing on my list that’s on schedule is the anxiety attack.  
Today, I’m going to ask you to slow down for a while, as we again 
focus on anticipation.  Remember, on the 25th we celebrate the 
birth of the Savior, but the rest of the month, we look forward to 
His return in the air.  Today, we’re looking at someone who was 
ready for the Kingdom of Christ because he was announcing it.   
 John the Baptizer is such a good example for us because 
he was sent to do what we are also sent to do, which is to 
announce the Kingdom of heaven.    
  
MAIN TEXT (Matthew 3:1-12) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 Our passage today is from Matthew, who had been a tax 
collector turned disciple of Christ.  Matthew wrote his gospel in 
the 50s or 60s to prove to Jews that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah.  He was a Jew writing to Jews, but his words still have 
teachings for us today.  Today, we will look at THE MESSENGER, 
THE MESSAGE, and most importantly, THE MESSIAH. 
  
PASSAGE OUTLINE:   

1. THE MESSENGER (3:1-6) 
a. (3:1-2) In those days John the Baptist came, 

preaching in the Wilderness of Judea and saying, 
“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 

i. Miracle child of Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
ii. Recognized Jesus in utero 

iii. Was six months older than his cousin Jesus. 



iv. Was sent specifically to proclaim the Christ. 
b. (3:3) For he is the one spoken of through the 

prophet Isaiah, who said: A voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness, “prepare the way for the Lord; 
make His paths straight.” 

i. Quoting Isaiah 40:3. 
ii. This language would have been familiar to 

Matthew’s Jewish audience. 
iii. JTB also described himself this way in John 

1:23. 
c. (3:4) John himself had a camel-hair garment with a 

leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 

i. Luke 1’s language leads us to believe that 
he was a Nazirite, so likely he would have 
had long hair as well. 

ii. Locusts and honey were permissible in the 
Jewish diet.   

iii. Camel hair would have been rough and 
ugly. 

iv. This description sounds very much like 2 
Kings 1:8, which describes the prophet 
Elijah. 

v. Matt 17: Jesus refers to JTB as a type of 
Elijah at the transfiguration. 

d. As interesting and important as the messenger 
was, he was very careful to point away from 
himself.  His message was much more important 
than him. 

e. What extent are you willing to go to in order to tell 
someone about Jesus? 

2. THE MESSAGE 
a. (3:2) “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has 

come near!” 



i. “The King would soon appear, but He could 
not and would not reign over people who 
clung to their sins.”1 

ii. Being a legitimate subject of the Kingdom of 
heaven requires turning from your own 
interests to the interests of the Kingdom. 

iii. Repentance is always required for 
acceptance in the Kingdom! 

iv. Have you repented and turned away from 
your sins and to Christ? 

b. (3:5-6) Then people from Jerusalem, all Judea, and 
all the vicinity of the Jordan were flocking to him, 
and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River 
as they confessed their sins. 

i. “Baptism was practiced in the Jewish 
community already in the form of 
ceremonial immersions, but typically it was 
only among Gentiles who wished to 
become Jews. For a Jew in John’s day to 
submit to baptism was essentially to say, ‘I 
confess that I am as far away from God as a 
Gentile and I need to get right with Him.’ 
This was a real work of the Holy Spirit.”2 

ii. People were coming from all around to hear 
JTB’s message of repentance.  He was Billy 
Graham before Billy Graham. 

iii. Note that they were confessing their sins.  
“For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23). 

iv. Have you confessed your sin and your need 
of a Savior? 
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c. (3:7) When he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to the place of his baptism, he 
said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath?” 

i. The religious elite were coming to hear him, 
and JTB warned them. 

ii. His clothing and demeanor were in stark 
contrast to theirs. 

iii. Who have you warned about the coming 
wrath? 

d. (3:8-10) Therefore produce fruit consistent with 
repentance. And don’t presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I 
tell you that God is able to raise up children for 
Abraham from these stones! Even now the ax is 
ready to strike the root of the trees! Therefore, 
every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 

i. If you have turned away from the old life to 
the new life, the things that result from 
your life will be different.  

ii. If your life is not producing the fruit of 
repentance, you expect to be cut down! 

iii. Being children of Abraham was a point of 
pride for Israel, because of the covenant 
God made with him.  They had not been 
keeping their end of the covenant, 
however. 

iv. What does your life say about what you 
believe? 

v. Are you relying on a prayer, a trip through 
the tank, or a church membership for your 
entrance to the Kingdom, or does your life 
reflect genuine love for Christ and others? 

e. John the Baptist was a unique messenger with a 
unique message, but we must remember that his 



message was not at all about himself but was 
instead about people preparing themselves for the 
Messiah! 

3. THE MESSIAH 
a. (3:11) I baptize you with water for repentance, but 

the One who is coming after me is more powerful 
than I.  I am not worthy to remove His sandals. 

i. John’s baptism points forward to the Christ. 
ii. John always pointed to Christ. 

iii. He didn’t even feel worthy to remove His 
sandals, which means that he felt lower 
than the servant who washes feet. 

b. (3:11) He Himself will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 

i. What does the Holy Spirit do?  Leads and 
guides us. 

ii. What does fire do?  Burns away all the trash 
in our life.  Fire refers to judgment. 

iii. Have you been baptized with the Holy 
Spirit? 

c. (3:12) His winnowing shovel is in His hand, and He 
will clear His threshing floor and gather His wheat 
into the barn. But the chaff He will burn up with a 
fire that never goes out. 

i. The chaff blows to the side in the wind, 
doesn’t have much weight.   

ii. The fire that never goes out is a picture of 
hell. 

iii. When the winnowing shovel throws you 
into the air, will you fall to the ground as 
wheat does, or will you be blown away to 
be burned? 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 As we look forward to Christmas, we really must 
remember that it is about a lot more than 8 lb. 6 oz baby Jesus in 



a manger.  It is about the coming of the King in order to establish 
His kingdom.  Surely some claim to be a part of the Kingdom who 
aren’t.  The only way to be a part of the Kingdom is to submit your 
heart to the King.  This was John’s message, and it is ours today.  If 
you have not yet confessed your need of a Savior, you may do 
that today.  If you have, then you have a responsibility to share 
Christ with others. 
 
  


